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Acetanilid Cinchonidine Iron, lactate seintectaiieatiale 
Acid, arsenious salicylate oxide Piperine 

benzoic sulphate sulphate Platinum chloride 

boric Cinchonine valerianate Potassium, acetate 
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camphorie Gobait chloride Lanolin bi-chromate 

carbolic nitrate Lead, acetate carbonate 

chlor-acetie sulphate iodide chlorate 

Lithium benzoate cyanide 


chromic Cocaine hydrochlorate 
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carbonate 





Litmus paper 





hypo-phosphorous 


lactic nitrate 


molybdie oxide, black Magnesium, hypo-phosphite hydrochlorate 


mono-chlor-acetic sulphate 


oleic Creosote 


oxide hypophosphite 


salicylate salicylate 


oxalic Creolin-Pearson Manganese, hypo-phosphite sulphate 


per osmic Cumarin per oxide tannate 


yhosphoric Dermatol sulphate valerianate 


Digitalin Menthol Resorcin 
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salicylic Duboisine sulphate Morphine, alkaloid Saccharin 

succinic Kikonogen acetate Salicin 

tri-chlor-acetic Elaterium bi-meconate Salol 

valerianic Ergotin hydrobromate Santonin 
Aconitine Eserine salicylate hydrochlorate Sodium, benzoate 
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ypo-phosphite 
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phosphate 
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Strontium bromide 
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Antimony, sulphide acetate 
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Arsenic, bromide 
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chloride hypophosphite 


PVM eur lama suen Aa aMem ale 
CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. : 
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Bismuth, metallic sulphate 
acetate Eserine, sulphate Morphine, meconate Sugar Milk 
nitrate Eucalyptol phtalate Tartar Emetic 
oxide hydrated Extract, licorice, soft sulphate Terebene 
salicylate male fern tartrate Terpin hydrate 
sub-benzoate malt valerianate Thalline sulphate 
tannate Formaldehyd Naphthalene tartrate 
valerianate Gaduol Naphthol, alpha- Thymol 

Bromoform Gallanol beta- Tincture, etrophanthus 

Cadmium, metallic Gallobromol benzoate Urethane, ethylic 
bromide Glyeyrrhizin ammoniated Nickel bromide Veratria 
chloride Guaiacol sulphate sulphate 
iodide Ilwmol Oil, Almond, Bitter Zine, ch! oride 
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Caffeine alkaloid Hydrastine alkaloid croton yhosphide 
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ydrobromate sulphate eucalyptus sulpho-carbolat 









juniper berries sulphate 





sulphate Ilydrastinine, hydrochlorate 
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phosphate Hyoscyamine, hydrobromate tobacco 


Salone, sulphate turpentine GREAT DEAL 


wine 
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Ilodoform, de-odorized Oleate Mercury BETWEEN THE 
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EXTRA EDITION. 

This extra edition of the Oil, Paint 
and Drug Reporter is entirely distinct 
and additional to the regular edition 
of the same date. ‘As the complete ver- 
batim reports of the meetings of the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation and of the Association of Man- 
ufacturers and Wholesale Dealers in Pro- 
prietary Articles held in the city of Denver 
would have delayed the publication if 
inserted in our regular edition of this 
date, we herewith present it to our 
readers in this form. 

Our regular edition of this week con- 
tains, as usual, fvll and accurate mar- 
ket reports, prices current, editorial 
and miscellaneous matters of great im- 
portance, value ard interest to all the 
trades represented. This extra edition 
is sent out to all our regular subscrib- 
ers without additional expense. Par- 
ties receiving it will, therefore, under- 
stand that it does not take the place 
of the regular issue of the same date, 
but is an entirely separate and extra 
publication for the special purpose 
as above explained. 


ee 


THE N. W. D. A. CONVENTION, 

The twenty-first annual convention 
of the National Wholesale Drugegists’ 
Association convened in the city of 
Denver, Col., on Monday the 24 inst., 
and business sessions were held during 
the succeeding three days, while Fri- 
day and Saturday were devoted to the 
enjoyment of the picturesque scenery, 
which exceeds in beauty and grandeur 
any to be found in the Old World. A 
feature of this year’s meeting, and one 
that has been commended by the mem- 
bers, was the full attendance at the 
business meetings, due in great meas- 
ure to the fact that various entertain- 
ments, dinners, banquets, etc., were not 
sandwiched in between, tending to dis- 
tract from the more serious purposes 
which brought the members together. 
From the very complete report of the 
proceedings, which appears on this and 
succeeding pages of this special edition 
of the Reporter, devoted entirely to this 
purpose, it will be seen that the mem- 
bers made good use of their time, dis- 
cussing fully and intelligently the vari- 
ous important subjects brought before 
the association. Among the more im- 
portant were the new rebate plan, the 
box and cartage question, fire insur- 
ance, the commercial traveler and 
others of especial interest to the trade. 
Although it had been more than hinted 
that dissensions would result in the 
discussion of the new rebate plan, the 
debate was harmonious’ throughout, 
and the plan received the hearty in- 
dorsement of those assembled, and it 
was the general belief that this plan 
would receive the earnest support of 
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the entire trade, and be found to prove 
more satisfactory and effective in cor- 
recting existing evils than any that 
has heretofore been tried. 

The attendance, which some had 
feared would be comparatively small, 
by reason of the great distance of the 
place at which this meeting was to be 
held, proved that the interest taken by 
the members is not supertfiicial, and 
that they fully appreciate the benefit 
the organization may be expected to 
confer upon the trade at large if earnest 
and united effort is put forth. The 
twenty-first annual convention was a 
complete success, and those in attend- 
ance will long hold it in remembrance 
as one of the most profitable and en- 
joyable sessions yet held by the asso- 
ciation. 

————_ > eS 
THE NEW PRESIDENT. 

The new president of the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association, Mr. 
J. C. Eliel, is another member of that 


large class of foreign-born citizens of 
the Republic to attain to a position of 
Cistinction in the drug trade. Mr. Eliel 
was born in the village of Frielendorf, 
His father, 


Prussia, in February, 1849. 
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his father’s business, 
while had grown to some considerable 
proportions. In 1880 he sold out, and, 
with his brother, joined the wholesale 


drug house of Tolman & King, in Chi- | 


eazo. This connection did not prove 
either agreeable or profitable, 
theless it continued until July, 1883, 
when Mr. Tolman, having meantime 
withdrawn. he severed his 


with the remnant of the firm and jour- 


relations | 


which, mean- ! NATIONAL 


never- | 


neyed to Minneapolis, of which city he | 


has since been a prominent and pros- 
perous merchant. Here he joined Ly+ 
man Bros., there engaged in the whole- 
sale drug trade, and organized the Ly- 
man-Eliel Drug Co., with which he is 
still connected in the capacity of vice- 
president, 


Mr. Eliel has at various times been 
elected to positions of honor and has 
been president more than once of the 
Jobbers and Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion of Minneapolis. He is at present 
Mayor of the town of Minnetonka, a 
residential suburb of Minneapolis, 
where he resides. He became a mem- 
ber of the National Wholesale Drug- 
gists’ Association in 1884, at the meet- 
ing in St. Louis, and has since been a 
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J. C, ELIEL, President. ° 


a regimental surgeon in the Prussian 
Army, was a polished and scholarly 
gentleman, a graduate of the famous 
University of Marburg, where, having 
met with financial reverses early in 
his collegiate career, he pluckily com- 
pleted his studies and took his degree 
by teaching languages and fencing, in 
both of which accomplishments he ex- 
celled. With his family he emigrated 
to America in 1856, and settled in La- 
porte, Ind., where, after many vicissi- 
tudes, he engaged in the retail drug 
business, and here his four sons, “‘more 
from necessity than choice,’’ became 
thoroughly grounded in every detail of 
practical pharmacy and chemistry. 

Owing to the death of the elder 
brother, the subject of this biography 
was obliged to leave school at the age 
of 14, that he might contribute to the 
support of the family. Hence, he can 
truthfully say, with Lamb, “I was not 
bred amid academic halls.” 

At Laporte he grew to man’s estate, 
and there, in October, 1875, he married 
Deborah Bradley, a daughter of the 
eminent judge and jurist, James Brad- 
ley. In course of time he succeeded to 


regular attendant at the conventions. 
His voice was first heard in discussion 
at the Philadelnohia meeting in 1885, 
where he made a most favorable im- 
pression in the debate on the rebate 
plan there, and in extending to the as- 
sociation an invitation to meet the next 
year in Minneapolis. He was peculiar- 
ly happvv in an impromptu speech 
which carried the convention, and from 
that time forward has not only been a 
ready and forcible speaker on the 
prominent subiects before the meet- 
ings, but has irresistibly drawn to him 
a host of admirers by his ready wit 
and genial presence. In discussion he 
is a bold and uncompromising advocate 
for right principles in trade and the 
faithful verformance of all honorable 
His growing popularity 
culminated at Montreal, three years 
ago, when his prominence in debate 
was almost eclipsed by his unparalleled 
success as toastmaster at the ban- 
quet. He is a man of considerable ex- 
ecutive abilitv. The association is to 
be congratulated on its choice of Mr. 
Eliel for the presidency during the en- 


suing year, 


obligations. 
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WHOLESALE’ DRUG 
GISTS’ ASSOCIATION, 
TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING, 
AT 
DENVER, COLORADO. 


FIRST SESSION. 
Monday, September 2d, 1895, 
The president called the meeting to or 


der at 815 p. m., in the following 
words: 

Gentlemen—In accordance with the 
articles of the constitution, and after 


consultation with the committee on ar- 
rangements, the twenty-first annual 
meeting of the National Wholesale 
Druggists’ Association is now called to 
order. I take pleasure in introducing 
Mr. Platt Rogers of Denver, who will 
say a few words to us from our mem- 
bers in this city. 
Mr. Platt Rogers: 
association, the Governor of Colorado 
is out of town; the Mayor of the city 
of Denver is out of town; it is the fash- 
ionable thing to be out of town. We 
ordinary citizens are here, and I am 
called upon because I happen to be an 
ex-Mayor, around whose garments is 
supposed to cling some of the author- 
ity of the city, a good deal as iodoform 
clings around a physician’s garment 
after he has been to a hospital. I am 
“upposed to have the capacity, by vir- 
tue of having held the office, to wel- 
‘ame you to this elty. I can say to 
you that the Governor, I know, would 
have been delighted to have met your 
bhvdy: the Mayor also would have been 
Jelighted. They both have had 
troubles that rveeded remedy, and I 
have no doubt you have brought them 


Gentlemen of the 


with yon. IT am sure the Mayor of this 
city would have felt at home in giv- 
ing you a hearty welcome. He has at 
this time many things that would 


bring him in sympathy with you. When 
he is not in the business of being 
“fayor, he is in the real estate business, 
which you may ! now at the present 
time holds a strong relation to your 
own, as it is a drug on the market. 
(Laughter.) Put I want to say upon 
behalf of the great mass of citizens 
that you are welcome to Denver. We 
are always glad to meet those who 
have shown by their works that they 
belong to the able, progressive element 
the great American commonwealth. 
We think out here that there is no 
place to which you «an go and brush 
up your ideas with more success, both 
for yourselves and for us, than in this 
really modern city. When you go out, 
if you will turn to the west in the 
morning you will see the Rocky Moun- 
tains. They are always on exhibition. 
We out here think that if the people of 
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the Fast turned oftener to the West 
they will see a great many things 
which they fail to see. If you go to 


the drug stores of this city you will see 
that we are not behind the times. You 
will find oceans of snow, even in such 
localities, piled high before the soda 
fountains; while on the side may be 
seen nutgall. We are told by the 
druggist himself that a man who winks 
at the soda fountain has got his gall 
with him. 

While here we desire that you study 
our magnificent climate. We think 
that we have your greatest competitor. 
We believe that we can discount the 
drug business. We believe that we 
have a panacea compared to which 
Pierce’s Purgative Pellets and Califor- 
nia Fig Syrup. and all the various 
preparations which TI understand you 
are trying to palm upon the unsophis- 
ticated public, amount to nothing. We 
have the real, genuine source of life, 
pure air, good water and a good con- 
science. It may be that occasionally 
we may need some of your prepara- 
tions, but the occasions, we trust, will 
be rare. We wish you every success 
in the East, but if you should fail in 
this locality, you will receive no com- 
miseration. This is the home of health 
and happiness. We think we have it 
in unlimited quantities, and it is not 
sold by the pint or by the quart, or by 
the gallon; it is given out free and un- 
limited. We believe in having every- 
thing unlimited, even down to the coin- 
age of silver dollars. (Laughter.) Of 
course, we know the East, upon certain 
subjects, is very much benighted. It 
may know all about the drug business, 
but it is away behind the times on the 
eurrency question. 3ut now that you 
are here, and I am glad to know that 
all present are here, as the Irishman 
aid—I presume that some druggist 
here might say that was an encyclo- 
paedia and not a bull—now that you 
are here, we are heartily glad of it. 
We trust that your council will result 
in great good to us, and incidentally to 
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I throw open to you the 
gates of the city. T would give you 
the freedom of the city, but the fact 
is when the hard times came on I gave 
up all I had. But I am free to say 
fhat you may have the freedom of the 
city if you can get it. The Governor 
is away, and the Mayor is away, and I 
whether the par 


yourselves. 


question very much 
doning power resides with anybody 
else. If in the early hours of the 


morning you should find the streets too 
narrow, and you should find yourself in 
Police Headquarters before dawn, why, 
I will guarantee to produce a lawyer 
who will prove to the police magistrate 
that your arrest Is entirely contrary to 
the fifteenth amendment of the consti- 
tution; so that you can feel entirely 
free while you are within our midst. 
We give you the keys of the city, pro- 
vided you do not take them away with 
you. We give you all that we have, 
and we are perfectly willing to take 
all that you have and consider it a fair 
exchange. Meanwhile, as T have said, 
I represent nobody, being out of official 
life. In this country, as you probably 
will learn if you remain long enough, 
we no sooner get a man in office than 
our principal business is to get him out; 
and that is the situation that T find 
myself in, and I belong to that great 
and noble army of “Ex’s” that you will 
find scattered throughout the entire 
State of Colorado; the ex-judges and 
the ex-mayors and the ex-governors; 
if you could treat them alone, without 
respect to the balance of the commu- 
nity, you would have a large clientage. 

Again I say welcome to you on be- 
half of the mass of the people of the 
city of Denver, and as the Governor is 
not here IT think IT may usurp his por- 
tion and say that I welcome you upon 
behalf of all the entire people of the 
State of Colorado. 

We are glad to shake hands with our 
Eastern people at all times; to become 
better acquainted; to show them what 
we have, and to brag up the great and 
glorious future of this growing West. 
(Applause). 

The President—Gentlemen, the gold- 
en—I beg pardon, the silvery words of 
welcome that we have heard from our 
friend, Mr. Rogers, on behalf of the city 
of Denver, need a fitting response on 
behalf of the association, and T will 
call upon our ex-President Faxon of 
Kansas City to respond on behalf of 
the association. (Applause). 

Frank A. Faxon.—Mr. President, La- 
dies and Gentlemen—TI am glad that our 
president called for a fitting response. 
TI understand now what he wishes me 
to do. Tam surprised that the Governor 
of Colorado is out of town, and that 
the Mayor of Denver is out of town 
It seems to me that if T lived in a town 
like Denver [ should stay in town. 
(Applause). Eleven years ago we met 
in St. Louis, on the Mississippi River, 
and since that time, since the welcome 
we received in what was considered 
then the West, no one beyond that 
point in this direcion has had the te- 
merity to invite this National Associa- 
tion of Wholesale Druggists until a cit- 
izen of Denver did so, and we know 
now, having been here but a few hours, 
that he was fully warranted in doing 
what he did. It is not many years ago 
that I lived on a farm in Kansas where 
the road led from the Missouri River 
to Denver. And I used to see then 
these old covered wagons, called ‘‘prai- 
rie schooners,” working up over the 
hills and across the plains toward 
these mountains. It was a slow way of 
traveling, and now when we think that 
there are five railroads to bring trav- 
elers from the Missouri River to Den- 
ver, we are impressed with the tre- 
mendous growth and progress of this 
country in comparatively a few years. 
Denver is unique and unprecedented. 
Ceming across these desert plans—and 
we will have to admit now to our East- 
ern friends that there is a desert here; 
they know the worst, and it is useless 
to try to conceal the facts from them 
any longer—coming across these desert 
plains, we reach Denver, feeling as the 
traveler does who has crossed the sands 
and finds a cool, flowing spring. It im- 
pressed me when I first came here a 
good deal as I was impressed in ’93 in 
going down on a steamboat from Van 
Buren street in Chicago and coming to 
the White City. There it arose, in all 
its wonderful beauty, and so Denver 
does to those who come across these 
desert plains, this prairie sea. You 
have here what you all may be proud 
of, and glad you have. Mr. Rogers has 
spoken of this ozone, this beautiful air, 
and it is a delight to breathe it. It 
does not seem as if any one required 
anything else in the way of stimulants 
when one gets here, I do not believe 
any one takes anything else. (Laugh- 
ter.) We have not had much time to 
go around your beautiful city, but what 
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we have seen has impressed us; your 
fine office buildings, and your ambi- 
tious structures of various kinds, and 
this hotel, which affords, I was going to 


say, better accommodations than we 
have ever found elsewhere. We cer- 
tainly never had an assembly room 
equal to this in its appointments and 
beauty (applause), and beyond here 
you have your mountains burnished 
with gold and buttressed with silver, 


and T do not care, Mr. Rogers, whether 
silver is 16 to 1, or 8 to 1, or 32 to 1, it 
is good stuff. (Applause.) I never get 
too much of it, and as long as I remain 
in the drug business I never expect to 
get too much. A good many of these 
gentlemen come from the far East, 
many of them, perhaps, never have 
been so far away from home before, 
but they feel at home here. Where 
kind hearts are, and where the flower 
of hospitality blooms as it does here, 
there is my home and there is your 
home. I am sure we will go away 
from here refreshed. We are glad we 
came here. A year ago we met in the 
great city of New York; the greatest 
city in most ways on earth, perhaps; 
certainly the best city, because it has 
been built up under these free institu- 
tions of ours, and under this flag that 
we all love. When we were there we 
thought we were having a high time, 
but I find that we are having about a 
6,000 feet higher time here. (Laugh- 
ter.) On behalf of our association, Mr, 
Rogers, I wish to convey our hearty 
thanks for this most cordial welcome. 
We feel that it is good to be here. We 
are glad to breathe this air which is 
so invigorating, and so healthful. We 
are glad to see the growth here, which 
shows what Americans can do, and es- 
pecially Western Americans, and we 
feo] that when we go forth from here 
we shall carry with us the most pleas- 
ant memories. (Applause). 

The President—The next regular or- 
der of business is the reception of del- 
egates. The secretary has placed on 
my desk credentials from the Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical Association, ap- 
pointing Mr. Charles M. Ford, Edmund 
IL. Scholtz, Charles E. Ward, William Ss. 
Thompson and William J. M. Gordon 
the delegates to meet with this session 
on behalf of that association. T extend 
to these gentlemen a cordial welcome, 
giving them the privileges of the floor, 
and we shall be glad to hear from each 
of them or the one whom they delegate 
to speak at this time. 

Mr. Scholtz—-Mr. President, 
men of the Association and Ladies: TI 
cannot help but feel that it is really 
too bad that not an older member of 
the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion is here this evening to speak in be- 
half of that association, but it seems 
to me perhaps some fifty or sixty years 
ago when T left my Kansas farm and 
repaired to a small drug store, to be- 
come the leading, as well as the last, 
apprentice in that store. IT remember 
very often of going to the jobbers for 
the customary supplies. Perhaps it 
was on one occasion that I was sent 
after two pounds of Epsom salts for 
that day’s business, T noticed the job- 
ber as I passed his office window look- 


Gentle- 


ing at me and smiling, and I said to 
myself: “My! What an awful good 
fellow he is.” Those long years have 


passed by, and as I meet many of you 
to-day I find you to be exactly the 
game as you were then, all very good 
fellows, among the proprietors gener- 
ally. T have not much of an ac- 
quaintance among you, perhaps, but I 
might say there is some. distinction 
among you, as has been said of whis- 
ky: There is no bad whisky: it is all 
good. They are all good, but some, per- 
haps, are better than others, for the 
reason that they will make their quan- 
tity lot of a smaller amount, so these 
poor retailers can enjoy the privilege 
of the 10 and 2 discount, which you job- 
bers love so well. (Laughter.) T am 
sure, as one of the retailers, that there 
are many things that we would like to 


have adjusted. You gentlemen have 
oftentimes tried to arrange the diffi- 
culties that the retail business is la- 


boring under at the present time in this 
country. Seemingly it is a very Alffi- 
cult matter. We have looked forward 
to your coming to Denver, hoping and 
praying that you would be able to de- 
vise some means whereby we would 
feel less of the troubles that are exist- 
ing at the present time. We hope that 
you are going to be able to do some- 
thing for us. I must say, as one of the 
retailers, I know it is a very serious 
and difficult question, but I hope some- 
thing good will come out of this meet- 
ing. As one of the retailers of Den- 
ver, IT am sure that we are all de- 
lighted to have you with us. We have 
been looking for you and your coming 
for some months, and now that you are 
here, I can say that we are all de- 





lighted to have you with us. 


You will 
meet some of our people, and they will 
be more than pleased to meet you. I 
hope that as we shall remember your 
coming among us and your stay here 


with pleasure, when you leave us you 
will have occasion to remember us 
kindly, Andon behalf of the American 


Pharmaceutical Association I wish to 
say again that we hope the delibera- 
tions of this meeting will be as much 
for the benefit of the retail druggists 
throughout the United States as it is 


possible for you to make them. (Ap- 
plause.) 

The President—Gentlemen, we have 
heard with a great deal of pleasure 


from the representative of the Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical Association. The 
next association from which we have 
credentials is that of the New Jersey 
Pharmaceutical Association. The dele- 
gates named are S. B. Townley and C. 


P. Smith, both of Newark, N. J. I 
have great pleasure in extending to 


both of those gentlemen the privileges 
of the floor, and would be very glad to 
hear from them at this time, if they 
have anything to submit to the associa. 
tion. 

Neither of these delegates being pres- 
ent, the president called upon the dele- 
gate from the Pennsylvania State Phar- 
maceutical Association, Mr. John F. 
Patton of York, Pa., who responded tn 
the following words: 

Mr. President, T shall only inflict you 
just five minutes. T know this because 
[. took the time. 

T have the honor, as well as the 
pleasant duty, of conveying the cordial 
greetings of the Pennsylvania Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 

At our last annual meeting, held at 
Eagle's Mere, in June, we looked for 
your representative from this body, but 
looked in vain. He was conspicuous by 
his absence. Whilst we in Pennsyl- 
vania cannot claim the largest mem- 
bership among State pharmaceutical 
associations, yet we do claim the lar- 
gest percentage of attendance at our an- 
nual meetings of any other organiza- 
tion of like character in the country. 

3ut then, after all, the value of an as- 
sociation such as ours is not to be 
measured by numbers, but by the char- 


| acter and quality of its work. 


Questions of science, of commercial 
interests and social entertainment en- 


| Sage our attention, and each receives 


its due share of consideration. Thus 
three days pass most pleasantly and 
we hope profitably by. The published 
proceedings of our annual meetings in- 
dicate the character and scope of work 
accomplished. 

Tf a single scientific truth has been 
evolved, or a single business problem 
solved, or if the social side of our na- 
tures has been cultivated in the least 
degree, we go home from each meeting 
feeling that we have not met in vain. 

The questions coming up for discus- 
sion before this body are, T presume, 
purely commerctal, and, as men are not 
generally in business for their health, 
the questions resolve themselves into a 
matter of dollars and cents, for senti- 
ment and business »« 9 mixture do not 
agree. No positive evil and no positive 
good exist alone in this world. Each 
has its counterpart, 

A fine law of compensation meets us 
at every turn. In all the affairs of 
life, good and evil, profit and loss, ad- 
vantage and disadvantage, keep close 
together. We are obliged daily to 
recognize this fact, which disposes us 
the more readily, rather, to “Bear those 
ills we have than fly to others that we 
know not of.” 

We have all felt the general depres- 
sion of business during the past two 
years, and while the present outlook 
for a revival of trade is promising, the 
peculiar conditions surrounding the re- 
tail druggist proclude his indulging in 
very brilliant hopes. He unfortunately 
is not among the number of those who 
are benefited by the adoption of the 
rebate system in handling proprietary 
medicines, unless, indeed, he be a small 
jobber. For under this plan the small 
jobber profits at the expense of the big 
jobber, the natural result of this dead 
level of uniformity. It has been of no 
earthly service to the retail distributer, 
but it has greatly aided the cutter. In 
other words, your rebate plan in its 
practical working has benefited the 
small jobber and the cutter, and been 
a disadvantage to the big jobber and 
retailer. And the wholesale dealer, who 
aims to absorb all trade by retailing, 
manifests the same liberal and gener- 
ous disposition (?) as the manufac- 
turer who seeks alike the trade of both 
jobber and retailer. 

In the pursuit of wealth our observa- 
tion leads to the conclusion that the 
race is to the swift and the battle to 
the strong, the assertion to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 


} and 





The present condition of the phatrma- 
cist ‘is not a happy one, due largely to 
circumstances over which he has no 
control, as well as to serious faults in 
himself. It is beginning to dawn upon 
him that he is the legitimate purveyor 
of medicines and medical supplies, and 
not simply the distributer of the prod- 
ucts of some one’s else manufacture. 
He is also arriving at the conviction 
that if there is to be a survival of the 
fittest he must qualify himself to be 
“the fittest.” 

When each pharmacist puts to practi- 
cal use the result of his education and 
training, and produces from his own 
laboratory—as many are now doing— 
remedies to meet every possible want 
in his locality, you, gentlemen, will have 
fewer goods to handle on the rebate 
plan. 

When our medical colleges instruct 
their students to study our pharmacew- 
tical text books we insist on their au- 
thority in prescribing, then the manu- 
facturer of pharmaceutical specialties 
will not be 80 proOsperotis as he is at 
present, 

Whatever progress in therapeutics 
has been made in the past, or is to be 
made in the future, has been and must 
be along the line of constituted au- 
thority, 

When the foregoing reforms aré aé- 


| complished we do not expect the im- 


mediate advent of the millennium, but 
we do expect to see the present un- 
toward conditions vastly improved. 

Tn conclusion, T wish you a pleasant 
profitable meeting, and IT thank 
you for your courtesy. 

The President—Gentlemen, we have 
hesrd with a great deal of pleasure 
from the State of Penrsylvania, and 
it has given us additional pleasure that 
Mr. Patton is their representative on 
this occasion. 

The president announced credentials 
from the Ohio State Pharmaceutical 
Association, accrediting Otto Renet- 
fuso of Cincinnati and George B. 
Kauffman of Columbus as de'egates; 
also from the Towa State Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association, naming Mr. C. H. Ward 
of Des Moines: also from the Virginia 
State Pharmaceutical Association nam- 
ing Messrs. G. A. W. Payne, Lynchburg, 
Va.: G. G. Minor and J. B. Purcell, 
tichmond. Va.: also from the Kentucky 
State Pharmaceutical Association, 
naming Messrs. Charles F. Frick, M. C. 
Peter and F. J. Ronz, all of Louisville, 
Ky.. as delegates to this meeting. None 
of these gentlemen respending to an in- 
vitation to address the convention, the 
president said: 

‘As these gentlemen do not appear 
to be present, T will call upon our 
friend Mr. Elicl, of Minneapolis, to re- 
spond for us. 

Mr. Eliel—Mr. Chairman, ladies and 
gentlemen of the association: T thank 
you, sir, very hearti'ty for calling upon 
me to respond upon this occasion at 
this early hour, for T think the earlier 
T can get my name before this con- 
vention and in the hands of these news- 
paper correspondents the better it will 
be for me. We have so many able ad- 
vertisers among us that he must be a 
very brilliant man indeed who gets to 
the front at once. T am very much 
handicapped this evening, hecause T 
have taken a very long and tedious 
ride over these endless prairies and 
plains, and T had been in this city but 
a few hours when T was attacked with 
symptoms which T never had noticed 
before. T was invited to meet the pres- 
ident of the association and a few of 
the members at a little lunch, and was 
almost immediately taken with dizzi-. 
ness and weakness of the legs: feeling 
somewhat alarmed, T consulted a spe- 
clalist. and he told me it was the rari- 
fied atmosphere While T said nothing, 
T knew that he was a Jiar. (Laughter.) 
T might say a Colorado liar. (Laughter.) 
But it is a great pleasure to me, as I 
know it is to all of us, to meet this 
evening in this beautiful Western city. 
T am not at all sure, sir, that IT am 
safe in calling this a Western city, for 
there is probably no term in the Eng- 
lish language which is as evasive and 
elusive as this term “The West.” Time 
was, within the memory of living man, 
when Cincinnati was called the Queen 
City of what was then known as the 
boundless West. and men_ really 
thought at that time that the end had 
come, and that all beyond was a track- 
less and worthless wilderness. But the 
hardy pioneer pushed on, overcoming 
all obstacles, over hill and dale, through 
valley and fern and fen, nor did he 
pause till besides the waters of Lake 
Michigan there arose, like Aladdin’s 
palace, almost in a single night, that 
city which is at once the wonder and 
admiration of an astonished world. 
Chicago arose, and, grasping the scep- 
tre from her would-be rivals, she spun 
across the trackless prairies her iron 
web of railways and drew into her 
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capacious maw the commerce of the| to us, we will go to him. (Applause.) 


newer and greater West. And again 
men said, “This must be the end,” and 
again they were mistaken, for once 
more the hurdes pushed by, nor paused 
until the mighty Mississippi threw her 
silver javelin across their track, and 
there arose those mighty cilies which 
might be called the Castor and Pollux 
of this great Northwestern constelia- 
the waters 


tion. There arose, where 

of the Minnesota mingle with those of 
the Father of Waters, those cities, of 
which not only her own citizens, but 


every citizen of this great country is 
proud, and justly proud. And once 
more men said, “This must be the end.” 
But when two days ago we turned our 
backs upon those sunny prairies, where, 
so far as the eye can reach, radiant 
Ceres reigns resplendent through each 
harvest moon; we went down through 
the sunny valleys of lowa, through 
miles and miles of garnered wheat; we 
crossed the alluvial plains of Nebraska, 
where stands the drilling corn on either 
hand as far as the eye can reach like 
a great conquering army, rank on rank, 
file on file, and shakes its helmet heads 
in the winds. And yet the end was not. 
And we are surprised to come here to- 
night and find. in the midst of what 
we have known as the Great American 
Desert, this beatuiful city. And we find 
that still we are within the bounds of 
civilization; that still we have not 
reached the West, for to-day we are but 
the center of this great continent. 


in 
Fifteen hundred miles westward, as 
far to the East, and farther to the 


North and South, stretch these bound- 
les9 and wealthy plains, and all this, 
gentlemen, all of this under one great 
nation, speaking one language, wor- 
shiping one God and under one flag, 
“Old Glory.” (Applause.) Of what 
other land under the face of the shin- 
ing sun can this be said? And is it 
any wonder that we are proud of this 
country? Is it any wonder we are as 
proud of Denver as you can be your- 
selves? It is a part of us, and we are 
a part of it, because it all belongs to 
this great, this wonderful people. And 
so, sir, I am glad for one that we have 
journeyed so far from home, that we 
may see what you have to offer us, be- 
cause these trips from year to year are 
more than a pleasure to me, they are 
largely an education; they give us some 
idea of this country in which we live, 
and I am sure that every member of 
this association will agree with me that 
they make us better citizens of our 
common country. 

I do not know that you asked me for 
a stump speech, but I believe that I 
was called upon to say a word in ac- 
knowledgment of our” retail friends 
who are so largely absent to-night, and 
who, in that respect, seem to resemble 
the Mayor of Denver and the Gov- 
ernor of Colorado, who, I am_ very 
much afraid, were apprised of our com- 
ing. But I want to say to our retail 
friends, as I have said upon various 
and sundry occasions before, that we 
are all of them and with them. There 
is perhaps not a wholesale druggist 
present at this meeting who has not 
at some time of his life been a retail 
druggist, for, after all, the wholesaler 
is only a retailer of a little larger 
growth. We know that the retail 
druggist is surrounded with many diffi- 
culties, and that the problems of life 
are becoming very difficult for him. 
And we know that it is quite natural 
that he should appeal to us for heip. 
But there is no truth that he can take 
to himself and that we can bring home 
to him more fercibly and more clearly 
and more necessarily than this, learn 
to help yourself. There is no help for 
the retail druggist unless the will help 
himself. In many sections of the coun- 
try he is beginning to acknowledge 
this and is helping himself. Just as 
soon as retailers organize, just as soon 
as these questions which are only local 
to-day become national, just as soon 
as he gets out of this little rut in 
which he is living and getson to broad- 
er and higher ground and sees some- 
thing of the field around him, just so 
soon his cause will be simplified. Or- 
ganization is the only help for the re- 
tailer. When the retailer is organized 
he can take care of the jobber and 
proprietor, and until he is organized, 
and unless he is organized, his cause 
is hopeless, and while we may sym- 
pathize with him, while we may have 
a desire to help him—and certainly our 
work and our record will show that 
we have haa—still the question that 
confronts us will be impossible of solu- 
tion unless he gets on to that platform 
of organization. Therefore, I would 
say to him in all friendliness and all 
good feeling, that there is no use un- 
dertaking to come here with any plans 
or schemes unless he is organized, and 
when he is organized he need not come 








The president next called for the re- 
port of the Committee on Membership, 
and Mr. F. L. Carter, chairman of that 
committee, made the following report: 


Report of Committee on Membership. 


ACTIVE MEMBERS. 
Chas. W. Whittlesey & Co., New Haven, Ct., 


wholesale druggists. 

Nelden-Judson Db, Co., Salt Lake City, whole- 
sale drugyists. 

Finlay, Dicks & Co., New Orleans, La., 
Wholesale druggists. 

Charles 8S. Leete & Co., New Haven, Ct, 


wholesale druggists, 

Charles P, Alden, Springfield, Mass., whoie- 
sale druggist. 

Spokane brug Co.,, 
sale druggists. 

Apothecaries’ Hall Company, 
Wholesale druggists. 

Jerman, Pilueger & Kuehmsted, 
Wis., wholesale druggists, 

Kirk, Geary & Co., Sacramento, Cal., whole- 
sale druggists, 

Bush & Co., 
druggists. 


Spokane, Wash., whole- 


Waterbury, Ct, 


Miiwaukee, 


Worcester, Mass., wholesale 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. 
urosvenor & Richards Company, Boston, 
Mass., manufactures of plasters, 

i, Kk. & J. A. Greene, Boston, Mass., proprie- 
tors Greene's Nervura. 

Lebess Sponge Company, New 
porters and dealers in sponges. 

Maltine Manufacturing Company, New York 
city, proprietors of Maltine preparations, 

{, Calvin Shafer Company, New York city, 
manufacturers of fruit syrups. 

William E, Gibbs, New York city, manufac- 


York city, im- 


turer of ‘‘Hollow’’ suppositories, 

Armstrong Cork Company, New York city, 
manufacturers of corks, 

br. Birney’s Cathartic Vowder Company, 
Chicago, IL, proprietors LBirney’s cathartic 
powders, 

Henry Pharmaceutical Company, Louisville, 


Ky., pharmaceutical chemists. 
Wohler” Manufacturing Company, 
Md., drug specialties, 
Dr, Miles’ Medicine Company, Elkhart, Ind., 
proprietary medicines, 


Baltimore, 


COMPLIMENTARY. 


Montreal I’harmaceutical Journal, Montreaa, 


Cunada, 

New England Druggist, Boston, Mass. 

The President—Gentlemen: You have 
heard the report of your Committee on 
Membership. Under the constitution, 
the names presented by this committee 
will be posted at the entrance of the 
place of meeting for twenty-four hours, 
They will be acted upon therefore at 
the first session on Wednesday. Mean 
while, if any member has any objec: 
tion to any of these men being elected 
to membership he will lodge his cum- 
plaint with the chairman of the com- 
mittee, Mr. F. L. Carter. i will now 
call for the report uf Committee on 
Memorials +o Deceased Members—Mr. 
W. A. licbinson of Louisville, Ky. 

Said report was then read by Mr. W. 
A. Robinson. 


Report of Committee on Memorials 
of Deceased Members, 


Mr. President and Gentlemen: 

Since the last annual meeting held 
in New York city, seven members of 
this association have departed this life 
—all esteemed and honored in their va- 
rious relations in lite. We would place 
on record our deep sense of the loss we 
have sustained as an association, and 
vur expression ot sympathy for their 
families, and their associates in busi- 
ness. Among the names which follow 
are those who have gained not only a 
warm place jin the hearts of the indi- 
vidual members of the association, but 
the organization itself is indebted to 
them for faithful devotion to its inter- 
ests, and as broad and wise counsel- 
ors, an unselfish and earnest care in 
promoting its welfare and extending its 
influence. They have done their part 
in making it one of the greatest com- 
mercial bodies of our country, and 
their names upon the membership roll 
added strength to the character of the 
association, 

PETER COOPER TIEMANN. 
(Of D. F. Tiemann & Co., New York.) 
Died Nov. 15, 1894. Born Nov. 17, 1827. 

Mr. Tiemann entered business life at 
the age of 15 with the house of W. H. 
Schietfelin & Co. He remained with 
them for eight years, when he entered 
into partnership with his father, 
Daniel F, Tiemann, and his uncle, 
Julius W. Tiemann. He looked after 
the manufacturing department, and 
invented several new processes for the 
manufacture of various colors, evin- 
cing decided talent jin this direction. 
He was most thorough in all that he 
undertook. He was a vestryman in 
the Protestant Episcopal Church for 
many years, and was an earnest worker 
in the interests of the church, and in 
Several of its benevolent institutions. 
He was beloved and respected by all 
who knew him. 

ANDREW J. WILKINSON, 
Keokuk, Iowa (senior member of the 
firm of Wilkinson & Co). 

Died Jan. 7, 1895. Born May 30, 1830. 
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A local paper, referring ‘to him, 
speaks of his life as one of rare virtue 
and untiring energy. He was born in 
Provence County, R. I. He began work 
when 14 years of age, and removed to 
Keokuk in 1856, entering the drug 
business in that city in 1857. He was 
a gentleman of the “old school,” uni- 
formally courteous and liberal in all his 
dealings, and charitable to a marked 
degree. He was a member of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, and for many 
years a vestryman of St. John’s Par- 
ish. He placed a high standard for 
himself as to the duties of citizenship, 
and discharged them faithfully. For 
nearly eighteen years he was a mem- 
ber of tne Board of Education in his 
adopted city. He was one of the origi- 
nators of the Public Library estab- 
lished in 1863. He was chosen its first 
president, and from its inauguration 
was a member of the Board of Direc- 
tors. He represented his ward in the 
City Council in 1867 and 1868, and the 
following year was elected Mayor and 
served one term-as chief executive of 
the city. 

Ss. M. BURROUGHS, 


London, England (of Burroughs, Well- 
come & Co.). 
Died Feb. 6, 1895, in the 45th year of 


his age. 
He was born in Medina, N. Y. He lo- 
cated in London, England, in 1879. 


With true American’ enterprise, he, 
with his associates, worked up the bus- 
iness of the firm to a remarkably suc- 
cessful point. Affable and generous, he 
numbered as his friends a long list on 
both sides of the Atlantic. In 1802 he 
became a naturalized citizen of his 
adopted country, England, and was 
offered a seat in Parliament. 
THEODORE H. HINCHMAN, 
Detroit, Mich. (of T. H. Hinchman & 
Sons). 
Died May 12, 1895. Born March 6, 
1818, in Morris County, N. J. 

Mr. Hinchman was a faithful member 
of the association. He was president 
of the association (then the Western) 
in the year 1880. He removed to De- 
troit in 1836, and when only 18 years 
of age entered upon active business 
life. Att the time of his death he was 
said to have been the oldest druggist 
in the State of Michigan. He was an 
earnest member of the Presbyterian 
Church and occupied a number of po- 
sitions of responsibility and honor. 
For twelve years he was a member of 
the Board of Fire Commissioners of 
Detroit, was president of the Mer- 
chants and Manufacturers’ Bank from 


its organization in 1860 until his 
death; was president of the Mer- 
chants and Manufacturers’ bxchange 


from its organization in 1887 unui! jis 
death. He served a .erm in the Michi- 
gan Legislature as Senator. He ranked 
high as an able financier and earned a 
reputation as a writer of force and 
ability. 

SAMUEL MERWIN STRONG, 
Cleveland, Ohio (of Strong, Cobb & Co.). 
Born Aug. 5, 1832, at Amherst, Ohio. 

Died June 3, 1895. 

Mr. Strong was one of the two offi- 
cers who have held the same offices 
from the organization of the association 
(then the Western) in 1876. As our 
faithful treasurer, he so managed the 
financial affairs of the association as at 
all times to maintain its high credit. To 
no one member are we more indebted 
for faithful services, cheerfully and 
diligently performed. His death was a 
shock to all of his friends, and the 
knowledge of it was received with sin- 
cere sorrow throughout the whole coun- 
try. He held the respect and esteem 
of all who knew him. His advice al- 
Ways carried weight. He entered active 
business life at the age of 19. He was, 
in all that he undertook, prominent and 
useful. At the time of his death he was 
a director in the Chamber of Com- 
merce, a director in the Union National 
Bank, a director in the Workhouse, of 
the Huron Street Hospital and Bethel, 
and vice-president of the Cleveland 
Electric Light Company. The death of 
no man connected with the association 
could have caused more general regret 
and sorrow than that of Mr. Strong. 

The Western Association of Whole- 
sale Druggists, which assembled in the 
city of Chicago upon the day follow- 
ing his death, which meeting Mr. Strong 
had expected to attend, unanimously 
adopted the following resolution by a 
rising vote: 

“The members of this association have 
learned with profound sorrow of the death of 
Mr, Samuel M, Strong of Cleveland, Ohio, They 
desire to place upon their records an expression 
of their sense of perscral loss in his death, 
their appreciation of his high character and of 


his faithful services as an officer for so many 
years in the National Wholesale Druggists’ As- 


sociation.”’ 


The association appointed a commit- 
tee of five to attend his funeral in Cleve- 
land. 


WILLIAM HENRY SCHIEFFELIN. 


(Senior member of the firm of W. H. 
Schieffelin & Co., New York city.) 
Died June 21, 1895. 

Mr. Schieffelin was born in New York 
city, Aug. 20, 1836. Active and earnest 
in all that he undertook, he stood high 
in his chosen branch of business. He 
had been a member of the firm gince 
1859. He served with distinction as an 
officer in the civil war in the New York 
Seventh Regiment, and in the First 
Regiment New York Mounted Rifles. He 
was active as a churchman, and for 
many years was vestryman and warden 
of St. George’s Protestant Episcopal 
Church, New York city. Representa- 
tives were appointed to attend his fu- 
neral from the National Wholesale 
Druggists’ Association. The following 
action taken by the Drug Section of the 
New York Board of ‘Trade evidences 
the high esteem in which Mr. sSchieffelin 
was held by his neighbors: 

“In the death of William Henry Schieffelin, 
the Drug Trade Section of the New York Board 
of Trade and Transportation mourns the loss 
of one who, during his thirty-six years of 
business life, upheld with dignity the honor 
and reputation of the firm established by his 
orfathers, aid who, in addition to his labors 
as a merchant, slighted no call to the service of 
his country or the community in which he 
lived. 

“Loyal and generous in his citizenship, be- 
nevolent, courteous and gentle in his private 
life, honorable and enterprising in his mercan- 
tile calling, his unbleiuished career, despite its 
untimely erding, offered a complete and ex- 
emp'ary type of the character which has es- 
tablished the reputation of the merchants of 
our city throughout the world. 

“Appreciating the value of his life, and la- 
menting its termination, his associates in the 
drug trade record this tribute to the unfading 
memory of William Henry Schieffelin, and ex- 
tena to those whom his death has so deeply 
bereaved the assurance of a sympathy most 
protuund.”’ 

JOHN HODGE, 
Lockport, N. Y. 
Died Aug. 7, 1505. 

Mr. Hodge was born in Jefferson 
County, N. Y., in 1857, and went to 
Lockport, N. Y., when a boy. He be- 
came connected with the Merchants’ 
Gargling Oil Company many years ago, 
and was in sole charge of that estab- 
lishment at the time of his death. Mr. 
Hodge at one time declined the nomination 
tor Mayor of Lockport. He was warmly 
interested in educational matters, and 
was for several terms president of the 
Board of Education of Lockport. He 
was a director in and treasurer of the 
Utica, Lockport and Lake Ontario Rail- 
road Company; treasurer of the Lock- 
port and Buffalo Railroad, and a Com- 
missioner of the State Reservation at 
Niagara. He was prominent as a Ma- 
son, having been Past Grand Master of 
the Grand’ Lodge of Masons of New 
York State. He was an active member 
of the Association of Proprietors, and 
chairman of their important Committee 
on Legislation. 

Mr. Hodge was a member of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, and had 
been for many years a vestryman of 
Grace Church Parish—at all times lib- 
eral and active in the discharge of his 
duties as an officer of the church. 

HENRY HOMER HAY 

(of H. H. Hay & Co., Portland, Me.) 

Died August Yth, 1895. Born Oct. 26th 
1820, in Waterford. 

He entered business life in the drug 
house of Masters & Co. at the age of 
17 years, and in 1841 began business 
on his own account under the firm 
name of H: H. Hay & Co. When only 
21 years of age he made his first trip 
to Boston to buy supplies. 

Mr. Hay was one of the oldest Odd 
Fellows in the city of Portland. He 
was also a Mason, a member of the 
Natural History Society and the Board 
of Trade. He was one of the oldest 
members of the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association. He was a member 
of New Church, Portland; a man of 
modest and quiet demeanor, honest and 
direct in sincerity of character, de- 
voted to his home and family, and in- 
variably interested in the welfare of 
the sick or distressed. 

Your committee, in conclusion, re- 
spectfully submits the following for the 
action of the association: 

Resolved, That the secretary is re- 
quested to set apart a memorial page 
in the Annual Journal for 1895, and 
have inscribed thereupon the names of 
our friends deceased within the year 
past. 

Respectfully submitted 


the committee, 
Wm. A. Robinson, Chairman. 


On motion of the secretary, the re- 
port was accepted, and resolution 
adopted by a rising vote. 

On motion of George A. Keily, the 


meeting adjourned. 4 
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OIL PAINT AND DRUG REPORTER 





We deal i in all the ‘Standard Impor ted and Indigenous Drugs, such as 


ROOTS, BARKS, HERBS, GUMS, &6., &C. 


We powder and grind only the best qualities and guarantee all powders of o 


Mcl. B. 


We Import PUMICE and POWDER to all grades of fineness. 
"Vale (american & French), Black Lead. Charcoal & Resin in 1 1b. packages 


McILVAINE BROTHERS, PillADEL?Hl\ 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 


Roure-Bertrand Fils, Grasse, France 


Established 1820 


Distillers, of fine Essential Oils, Manufacturers of 
FLOWER POMADES & SOAPMAKERS' INGREDIENTS 


SOLE AGENTS FOR THE WU. S. 


W. p. UNGERER, 33, 35 & 37 SOUTH WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK 


MARTIN KALBFLEISCH CHEMICAL CO. 


Office : 44: and 46 Maiden Lane, and 37 and 39 Liberty St., NEW YORK CITY. Factories: BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


BAYONNE CHEMICAL WORKS 


Factories: BAYONNE, N. J. 


BUFFALO CHEMICAL WORKS 


Factories: BUFFALO, N.Y. 


Sulphuric Acid rea hate of Alumina Aqua Ammonia 
Miuriatice Acid Alu Nitrate of Iron 
Nitric Awid Sulp a e of Copper ptt otf Soda 
Aqua Fortis n Crystals Glauber’s Salt 
Acetic Acid oe ate of Tir &ec., &c.., &e 


BUY THE BEST! BUY THE BEST: 
Green & Yellow Olive Oil 


And OLIVE OIL SOAP STOCK 
Purest Quality Lowest Prices 


WELCH, HOLME & CLARK CO. “Newvorn” 


wren ont 


SECOND SESSION. 
Tuesday Morning, September 3. 


The meeting was called to order by 
the president at 11.15. 

The first regular business being the 
eall of the roll of members, the same 
was, on motion of George A. Kelly, dis- 
pensed with. 

On motion by E. A. Bigelow the read- 
ing of the minutes of the last meeting 
was dispensed with. 

President Main 
annual address, Vice-President Walker 
being called to the chair. 

President’s Address. 


It is, I think, a matter of congratu- 
lation that our association holds its 
twenty-first regular meeting in this 
bustling, energetic city of Denver, the 
capital of a State whose mountains 
contain untold mineral wealth, whose 
valleys teem with agricultural possi- 
bilities, and which, since the year our 
association was instituted, has grown 
from a city of about 10,000 inhabitants 
to one of 160,000, and from a total 
business transacted at that date (1876) 
of about $14,000,000, is now selling 
goods at the rate of $87,000,000 a year. 

From its picturesque and attractive 
situation, it holds out its hands in per- 
petual invitation to the East and the 
West, and has established an enviable 
reputation for hospitality and commer- 
cial activity. Its representatives have 
for a number of years invited our as- 
sociation to meet in their city, which, 
to those wh visit it for the first time, 
will, I krow, present an object lesson 
in wealth, culture and enterprise. 

Recognizing, 2s we must, the great 
business ability of its merchants, we 
are »roud to be their guests to-day, 
and gathered as we are from all parts 
of the United States and British Prov- 
inces, we wish them godspeed in their 
further work of developing and un 
folding the brilliant possibilities which 
lie before their city in the future. 

The history and growth of the Na- 
tional Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion has been ably reviewed by many 
of my predecessors, who found jusi 
cause for congratulation in the endur- 
ance of an association which, while 
formed to improve the condition of the 
jobbing trade, has accomplished its 
ends with a due regard for the rights 
of the manufacturer on the one hand 
and the retail dealer on the other. 
There can be no question that it owes 
its success to the equity of the princi- 
ples upon which it was founded, and 
the fidelity of its members in carrying 
out these principles in the several busi- 
ness2s conducted by them. 

As you are aware, our association has 
served as an object lesson to many 
other trades, and, among others, to 
our friends the wholesale grocers, who 
have not only formed a wholesale as- 
sociation on a similar model to our 
own, but are educating manufacturers 
in their line to the benefits of the 
limited price system. 

But, gentlemen, you have not gath- 
ered in this hhalf-way house on the 
journey across the American continent 
to hear about other trades or societies, 
but to receive an account of their 
stewardship from those to whom you 
intrusted the work of carrying on the 
business of your association at its last 
meeting. 

The first duty of your president after 
the adjournment of the annual meeting 
is the appointment of the committees 
through which the work of the asso- 
cation is conducted. 

I was fortunate in securing the ser- 
vices of many active members to serve 
on all committees save the very im- 
portant one on Box and Cartage, for 
which I was unable to secure a chair- 
man, even after an extended correspon- 
dence, which delayed the publication 
of our proceedings some four weeks, 
and, as you will have no report upon 
Box and Cartage this year, I will 
briefly outline the present situation in 
regard to this important matter. 

FREE BOX AND CARTAGE 

Free Box and Cartage had its origin, 
as such trade abuses generally do, in 
concessions made to favored customers 
by salesmen or by firms doing business 
in New York State. As usual in such 
cases, the abuse grew rapidly, until, 
one of the leading New York firms be- 
ing unwilling to continue the practice 
of charging certain customers for box 
and cartage while delivering f. o. b. to 
others, announced free box and cart- 
age to every one, which example was 
necessarily followed by other firms do- 
ing business in the same market, and 
spread from city to city, until it be- 
came the rule in all the States on the 
Atlantic seaboard, from Maine to 
Louisiana. 

Undoubtedly a great mistake was 
made in announcing free box and cart- 
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age to all points from New York city, 
had these charges been waived 
only in the affected district, which was 
then the State of New York, there can 
be little question that in the course of 
months the parties in interest 
would have met and settled the ques- 
tion upon a common sense basis. 
The free box and cartage idea would, 
without doubt, have spread through- 
the entire country if it had not 


| been for the stand taken by the Pitts- 


|} burg 











and Cleveland jobbers, who, at 
the request of their Western friends, 
have charged for box and cartage west 
of their respective cities, while making 
no charge for the same items to their 
Eastern trade. The situation is at pres- 
ent very much strained, however, as 
the Pittsburg houses feel that they 
cannot much longer continue the strug- 
gle, and that unless their Eastern com- 
petitors conclude to charge for the 
above items, they will have to abandon 
their present position and make free 
box and cartage the rule to all their 
trade. 

Few who have not looked carefully 
into this matter realize its great im- 
portance, and what an onerous charge 
is assumed by those jobbers who give 
box and cartage free. It is safe to es- 
timate that in the Eastern States the 
cost of box and cartage amounts to 
at least one per cent. upon the gross 
sales of the jobbing houses, and while 
it is possible that on account of cheap- 
er material, ete., it does not quite 
amount to this percentage in the West, 
it is still a matter of great importance, 
as, whatever it costs, it is a sum paid 
out of the net profits of the business, 
and which, owing to the nature of the 
articles in which we deal, it is impos- 
sible for us to recoup ourselves for. 

It was at first thought that a suf- 
ficient advance could be charged upon 
goods when sold in broken packages 
to cover the cost of box and cartage, 
but when it is considered that from 60 
to 70 per cent. of the sales of jobbing 
houses consists of proprietary articles 
which are sold at fixed prices and 
which eanot be advanced when sold in 
broken packages, you will readily see 
that to cover cost by advance in prices 
is practically impossible. 

There can be no question that the 
charge for box and cartage is a just 
one. It is a rule throughout the civil- 
ized world that where original pack- 
ages are broken for the convenience 
of a customer, he has to pay cost of 
repacking. To break bulk and to re- 
pack costs money; this increased cost 
can only be provided for either by ad- 
ding to the selling price of the article 
or by making a direct charge for the 
service. The latter seems to me to be 
the most common sense method, and 
cne that should be preferred alike by 
the buyer and seller, especially as it is 
practically impossible, as I have shown 
above, for the jobbing drug trade to 
cover the cost of breaking bulk and re- 
packing by charging an advance upon 


the price of articles sold in broken 
packages. 
I do not believe that any practical 


difficulty would be encountered in mak- 
ing a uniform charge for cases and 
cartage throughout the entire country 
for all points outside the free deliv- 
ery area of the cities, and I recommend 
the appointment of a special commit- 
tee, whose duty it shall be to visit the 
large centres in which the charge for 
box and cartage does not at present ob- 
tain, armed with such facts and fig- 
ures as will prove to our members the 
large loss they are at present sustain- 
ing, and with the idea of establishing 
a reasonable, uniform and universal 
charge for cases and cartage through- 
out the United States. 

I would recommend also that this 
same committee should look into the 
question of free delivery in the cities 
and suburbs. I believe the custom of 
free delivery has been greatly abused, 
and results, as does the free box and 
cartage system, in the multiplication 
of orders by customers, who will fre- 
quently order single items upon which 
sufficient profit is not made to cover 
the cost of delivery, where free deliv- 
eries are the rule, whereas when goods 
are delivered at the expense of the pur- 
chaser, care is taken to make up orders 
of sufficient size to warrant the pay- 
ment of freight and charges. 

The reports of yvur Standing and 
Special Committees I commend to your 
attention; they are, as usual, full of 
interest and practical information, and 
epitomize the work accomplished by the 
association during the past year. 

Special resolutions were passed at our 
last meeting in relation to the work of 
the Committee on Legislation, and I de- 
sire to bear witness to the fidelity 
with which your committee has labored 
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asosciation in regard to “Free Alco- 


hol,” “the Baily Bankruptcy Bill,” and 
the misnamed “Pure Food Bill.” 

In the free alcohol matter your com- 
mittee was very much handicapped by 
the fact that the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association had put itself on rec- 
ord as being opposed to free alcohol, so 


that in addition to actively opposing the | 
various attempts to repeal the free al- | 


cohol clause, it had to cultivate a free 
alcohol sentiment among the retail drug 
and other trades which would be bene- 
fited by it. Although the Secretary of 
the Treasury declined to formulate 
regulations that would enable manu- 
facturers to take immediate advantage 
of the law, there is little doubt that 
they will be able to recover from the 
Government the internal revenue tax 
paid upon alcohol that they can prove 
has been used in the arts and manu- 
factures since the passage of the act. 
Your committee worked against and 
assisted materially in securing the de- 


' feat of the Bailey Bankruptcy bill and 


the misnamed Pure Food bill, and it is 


‘ largely owing to its efforts that the free 


remains on the statute 
book, and if the sentiments of manu- 
facturers are expressed as loudly in 
the next Congress as they were in the 
last, it is hoped that the incoming 
Committee on Legislation may be abie 
to report at the end of its term that 
manuiacturers have begun to reap the 
benefits expected from it. 

[ invite your careful attention to the 
report of the Committee on Proprietary 
Goods, which, in the absence of its effi- 
cient chairman, Mr. M. N. Kline, at 
present enjoying a much-needed vaca- 
tion in Europe, will be presented by ex- 
President Kelly, who in Mr. Kline’s av- 
sence kindly consented to act as chair- 
man of this important committee. 

In commenting upon the report, lL 
would say that, while it is certainly 
true that the aggressive work carried 
on by the Proprietary Committee 
against the Cincinnati concern that has 
defied the rebate plan has been so far 
successful that that concern is no 
longer an important factor in the trade 
in that locality, the rebate plan itself 
has been overloaded by the placing of 
articles upon it by proprietors who 
cared only for the advertisement they 
obtained and were not prepared to 
support their own prices; and it has 
been undermined by the offering of in- 
ducements in the shape of increased 
cash discounts and the prepayment of 
freights by jobbers largely outside of 
our own membership. Another element 
of weakness has been the increased 
sales by proprietors of quantity lots at 
best prices to retail dealers who in 
very few instances adhere either to the 
spirit or letter of the rebate contract, 
dividing the quantity they have pur- 
chased with other retail dealers at the 
best rates and selling frequently at re- 
tail at less than wholesale prices. 

These disturbing elements have 
caused a feeling of uneasiness and dis- 
satisfaction to permeate both the job- 


alcohol clause 


bing and retail trade in the Eastern 
States which must surely extend 
throughout the entire country unless 


some relief can be obtained. 

The increasing signs of weakness in 
our present rebate system became so 
apparent to the chairman of the Pro- 
prietary Committee in the Spring of 
this year that he called a meeting in 
New York city to consider the ques- 
tion and find if possible a remedy. At 
that meeting a plan which had been 
recently inaugurated by the Wholesale 
Grocers’ Association of New England 
was discussed at length, and a commit- 
tee appointed to draft a plan upon 
similar lines which should be applicable 
to the drug trade and protect alike the 
interest of the manufacturer, the job- 
ber and the retailer, as far as practi- 
cable. The result of this committee’s 
work was presented at the meeting of 
the Western Wholesale Druggists’ As- 
sociation held in Chicago on June 5, 
where, after some slight modifications 
and amendments, it was indorsed by 
the vote of an overwhelming majority. 
Since then the plan has been still fur- 
ther perfected, and has been submitted 
to some of the leading proprietors, who 
look upon it with favor, and will now 
be submitted to you by the acting 
chairman of the Proprietary Commit- 
tee, with the hope that after full discus- 
sion and amendment, if need be, it may 
receive the indorsement of this asso- 
ciation as a whole. 

No words of mine are needed to em- 
phasize the importance of the rebate 
plan to the members of this associa- 
tion; it should be preserved at all 
hazards; but it is the opinion not only 
of your Proprietary Committee, but of 
many leading members of the associa- 
tion, that without some amendments 


to carry out the expressed wishes of the | such as are contemplated in the pro- 








posed new plan, the present rebate sys- 
tem will rapidly disintegrate to the in- 
jury of all concerned. 

I trust that the report 
prietary Committee will be carefully 
considered and judiciously discussed 
by you, and hope that this association 
will indorse and adopt any methods 
that can be shown to be necessary for 
preserving the benefits of the rebate 
system to the trade at large. 

LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS, 

During the year I have attended as 
your representative the meetings of the 
Western and Southern associations of 
wholesale druggists, and from what I 
saw at these meetings, and from my 
correspondence with other local asso- 
ciations, I am deeply impressed with 
the great value of these organizations 
to their members and to this national 
association, as through them the prin- 
ciples laid down by our body can with- 
out doubt be more successfully carried 
out. 

Our national association, as is well 
understood, fills a place that cannot be 
taken by any purely local body, inas- 
much as it secures united action in re- 
gard to matters in which the entire 
trade of the country is interested; but, 
on the other hand, there are questions 
and difficulties constantly arising of a 
local character that cannot be touched 
by our national body, but can be suc- 
cessfully discussed and treated by the 
jobbers who are in friendly competition 
in their several localities. 
sections local associations 
in grappling success- 
fully with the “return of empties” 
question, the question of “cash dis- 
counts,” and have in some cases estab- 
lished uniform market prices for staple 
drugs, things which are obviously be- 


of the Pro- 


In some 
have succeeded 


yond the control of our national or- 
ganization. I believe that if local as- 


sociations could be formed in all sec- 
tions of the United States business 
would be conducted with much less 
friction, and with better profits to all 
concerned. Local associations should, 
in my Opinion, look after, investigate 
and report upon all reported infrac- 
tions of rebate terms in their several 
sections, and only call on the Proprie- 
tary Committee for aid when it is a 
matter of absolute necessity. I would 
suggest that the Standing Committee 
on Relations with Local Associations, 
City and Interstate, be instructed to 
draw the attention of our members in 
localities where no local organizations 
exist, to their advantages, and en- 
deavor, by correspondence and other- 
wise, to assist in their formation. 

Year by year we miss familiar faces 
at our meetings and learn in the brief 
obituary notices that some _ fellow 
workers have laid down life’s burden. 
Among those who have passed away 
since our last meeting you will note 
the name of Theodore H. Hinchman, 
one of the original members of this 
association. He wags elected president 
at the meeting held in Detroit in 1880, 
and both before and since that time 
Was an active and valued member of 
many of the important committees of 
the association. 

There are some men whose willing- 
ness to serve their fellows and whose 
genial natures make them more 
missed than others, and I venture to 
say that the taking away of no mem- 
ber of this association has ever called 
forth more genuine and widespread ex- 
pressions of sorrow and regret than 
the untimely decease of our esteemed 
friend Samuel M. Strong, who was 
one of the original members of our as- 
sociation and had served it as treas- 
urer faithfully and well since its for- 
mation. 

His faithful and continuous work in 
the interest of the association demands 
some recognition other than the minute 
that will be presented by your Com- 
mittee on Memorials of Deceased 
Members, and I recommend that suit- 
able resolutions expressive of the high 
regard in which our esteemed friend 
was held by our members be prepared 
and passed before the close of this 
meeting. 

The decease of Mr. Strong rendering 
the office of treasurer vacant, I, as 
your executive officer, appointed Mr. 
E. L. Strong treasurer for the unex- 
pired term, and he will present the re- 
port upon the financial condition of our 
association at this meeting . 

At our last annual meeting President 
Faxon called attention to the fact that 
there was no provision in our consti- 
tution for filling vacancies in the 
Board of Control, and recommended 
an amendment that would cover such 
cases. The fact is that no provision 
exists for filling the places of any of 
the elective officers (except the presi- 
dent) in case of vacancy, and I rec- 
ommend that an amendment to the 
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constitution be passed at this meeting 
empowering the president of the asso- 
may oc- 


ciation to fill vacancies that 


cur in the elective offices in the inter- 
vals between our meetings. 
FINANCES. 
The report of your treasurer shows 


that while the for 
ing the business of the 
large, as was anticipated at 
annual meeting, it has not 
essary to call for the services of the 
newly formed Committee on Assess- 
ment, which is a matter for congratu- 
lation. 

All bills paid by the treasurer 
passed upon by the president, and 
those incurred in prosecuting the work 
of the various committees are vouched 
for by the chairman of each com- 
mittee. My examination of the bills 
passed for payment this year con- 
vinces me that an effort made to 
keep the expenses down to the lowest 
limit compatible with a proper carry- 
ing on of the work. 

It has been suggested that we are 
extravagant in the employment of a 
secretary for the association and a 
secretary for the Proprietary Com- 
mittee; that both offices could be 
filled by one man, to the advantage of 
the association. The association itself, 
however, is responsible for this, inas- 
much as it elects the one and directed 


expenses 


our 
been nec- 


are 


is 


the appointment of the other, in- 
creased efficiency having evidently 
been the aim in the creation of the 


two offices. Inasmuch as the question 
has been raised, however, I would sug- 
gest that it be made a subject for in- 


quiry and report by the Board of Con- 
trol at this meeting. 
PRINTED PROCEEDINGS. 
The publication of our annual re- 


port, which contains not only the min- 
utes of our meetings, but embodies in 
the reports of committees the best 
thoughts of the best men in the trade, 
deserves, it seems to me, more careful 
consideration than has been accorded 
to it in the past. 

An examination of the issues of the 
different years shows a great differ- 
ence in the type used and in the gen- 
eral make-up of the volumes, while the 
flimsy paper cover makes it necessary 
for each member to have the volume 
bound if he wishes to preserve it; and, 
take it all in all, the general appear- 
ance of the volume is unworthy the 
dignity of an association such as ours. 

I recommend that in future each vol- 
ume of proceedings should be carefully 
edited and fully indexed, and that two 
lists of members be inserted, one un- 
der the headings of the States (instead 
of cities as at present), the other a list 
of names in alphabetical order, with 
postoffice address attached, the active 
and associate members being desig- 
nated by a change in type or some 
other approved method. I further 
recommend that an arrangement be 
made whereby the typographical ap- 


pearance may be improved, and the 
same font or style of type used for 
successive issues, and that each vol- 


ume be bound in cloth instead of paper 
as at present. The changes suggested 
would not involve a material increase 
in the cost of each volume, but would 


add greatly to the value of the pro- 
ceedings as works of reference. 
Since our last meeting a slow but 


gradual improvement in the drug busi- 
ness has been reported from all sec- 
tions, although considerable complaint 
is still heard in regard to the increased 
cost of conducting business and in re- 
gard to profits, which latter appears 
to be best with those firms whose busi- 
ness is of a local character. 

In paints, oils, and glass, business is 
reported to be in a fairly flourishing 
condition, or, as one member reports 
it, “fully as good as could be expected 


under the conditions prevailing 
throughout the country.” Manufac- 
turers of white lead have not so far 


seen their way clear to adopt a limited 
price or rebate system for the sale of 
their products, the restrictions of anti- 
trust laws in several States having 
proved an obstacle so far ivsurmount- 
able. It is to be hoped, however, that 
in the near future some means may be 
found to insure a living profit to those 
who handle this very important article. 
From present outlook it would appear 
as if our country had once more en- 
tered upon an era of general prosperity; 
signs of improvement and increasing 
confidence grow on every hand. Under 
these improved conditions our trade 
will, without doubt, share in the gen- 
eral prosperity, if its members profit 
by the lessons of the past, and avoid 
the errors which it has been the prov- 
ine+ xf our association to correct. 


conduct- 
association are 
last 








PAINT 


OIL 
















Our National Wholesale 
Association has been of 
benefit to its members 
of trade abuses, and in the 


and will be whatever 


make it. 


you 


of the individual member. If 
future the individual member 


accordingly, if the 
whole fearlessly grapples with 
time to time, 


and if in acting the 
interest for the common good, 
association may expect to retain its 
present proud position as the leading 
trade organization of America. 

J. C. Eliel—I rise, Mr. Chairman, to 
thank the president for what I believe 
is the ablest and most practical report 
that we have had the pleasure of listen- 
ing to for many years, and I believein 
saying this I voice thesentiment of every 
member here present. I believe, sir, 
there is no usual course for the presi- 
dent’s address; that it is not referred 
to any committee or to the Board of 
Control, but is simply enrolled upon the 
records; and, therefore, I want to call 
particular attention to one feature of 
this able address, which it seems to me 
at this time is more important and 
nearer to us than some of the other 
topics there touched upon. When a 
short time ago the question of box and 
cartage came home to us in the West, 
and I want to say for the Western job- 
ber at this time that | believe we have 
been somewhat negligent there and de- 
voted too little time and thought to 
this question, which was wholly for our 
benenut and our benefit solely when this 
matter came up, l saw to my surprise 
in the report of the last meeting that 
there was no committee on box and 
cartage, and I was somewhat alarmed 
at this state of the case. But when I 
heard the president’s very able report 
and found that he had written a paper 
reporting more fully probably than any 
chairman could have done, | thought 
after all the omission of that commit- 
tee was well and good and for our in- 
terests. Now, sir, Ll rise to second that 
part particularly of the president’s re- 
port which provides for a special com- 
mittee to take up this matter of box 
and cartage, and 1 move you, sir, that 
a committee of five Western jobbers, 
five jobbers, L will leave out the word 
“Western,” be appointed at this time 
by the chairman to take up that par- 


ticular work at this meeting. 
George A. Kelly—Mr. President: L 
think the gentleman who has just 


spoken has probably forgotten the fact 
that it is usual @r the president's ad- 
dress to be handed to a special com- 
mittee for the purpose of going over 
the matters and presenting any recom- 


mendations that they may have to 
make to the convention for action, If 
l am wrong in this I wish to be cor- 


rected, 

The Chairman—The chair will state 
that Mr. Kelly’s position is correct in 
regard to the president’s address, and 
it has been usual to appoint a commit- 
tee to Whom this address is referred. 

D. R. Noyes—I want to amend Mr. 
Eliel’s motion by a motion that the 
president’s address be referred to a 
committee of five, to report on all its 
recommendations. Our rule for years 
has been to refer the reports of com- 
mittees to the Board of Control to ex- 
amine and report on future recom- 
mendations, and that it has always 
been customary, as Mr. Kelly has 
Stated, to refer the president’s report 
for recommendation. I therefore move 
as an amendment to Mr. Eliel’s motion 
that a committee of five be appointed 
to report upon all the recommenda- 
tions. 

J. C. Eliel—I regret that I made a 
blunder. I think perhaps I did. I 
thought that it was the usual course 
for the president’s address to be sim- 
ply accepted. I think now that I am 
reminded that in late meetings it has 
taken a different course. But 1 don’t 
like Mr. Noyes’ amendment; and I 
therefore withdraw my motion tempo- 
rarily, while the usual committee is 


| appointed to take up the various rec- 


ommendations in the president’s ad- 
dress, with the view of then again 
moving, sir, that a special committee 
upon this one topic be appointed, for 
the simple reason that a committee 
properly selected to take this matter 
in hand would perhaps accomplish 
more than a committee to take in hand 
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Druggists’ 
incalculable 
in she correction 
cultivation 


of an era of friendly competition. Its 
achievements in the past are matters 
of record; its future is in your hands, 


choose to 
At the beginning of my term 
I ventured to remind you that the honor 
of the association was in the keeping 
in the 
bears 
this in mind and governs his actions 
association as a 
the 
problems of trade that confront it from 
if the freedom of discus- 
sion prevails and united action follows, 
individual is will- 
ing to waive somewhat of his individual 
then this 
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all the recommendations of the sills | 


and cartage matter referred to a spe- 
cial committee for that purpose and 
that purpose only. 

Cc. W. Snow—I offer a motion that a 
special committee of three be appointed 
to consider the recommendations of 
this address, Motion seconded. 

D. R. Noyes—I have no objection. 

Motion adopted. 

The Chairman—I will appoint as such 
committee D. R. Noyes, Frank A. Fax- 
on and Fred L. Carter. 


President Main thereupon resumed 
the poe 

J. C. Eliel—If I am in order I would 
now respe ctfully renew my motion 


that a special committee of five be ap- 
pointed, to be known during this ses- 
sion as the box and cartage committee, 
to take up that portion of the presi- 
dent’s address. 

Motion seconded. 


The President—I presume a motion 
is always in order, but I wish to re- 
mind Mr. Eliel that we have already 


a committee on box and cartage, and 
one on the president’s address, to re- 
port on the same. Is it worth while 
at the present time to offer another 
resolution bearing probably upon a 
report which you have to receive on 
this subject from the special committee 
that has just been appointed? 

J. C. Eliel—Have we a commfttee on 
box and cartage? 

The President—We have not; we have 
a provibion for one. 

J. C. Eliel—My idea is to create one 
for this session, and there is none ap- 
pointed. 

D. R. Noyes—On behalf of the com- 
mittee to whom the address is referred 
I might say that | am unexpectedly on 
that committee, and, although I am 
perfectly willing to serve in that ca- 
pacity, it seems to me that we ought 
to do one thing or the other. If you 
are going to refer the president’s ad- 
dress to this committee to report rec- 
ommendations upon it, I do not see why 
that is not as good as any other way. 
Ll am perfectly willing to report, at the 
same time you ought to do one thing er 
the other. Whatever committee you re- 
fer it to should have charge of the 
whole matter. That is my judgment 
in this matter. 

J. ©. Eliel—I never know that I am 
exactly right on a matter until Mr. 
Noyes takes ithe other side; then I am 
sure of it. I know that Mr. Noyes 
would be very glad to be relieved of 
this one portion. The president in his 
address hag touched upon many things 
which are vital to us, and I am pretty 
sure that this committee will have 
enough to do in taking action on the 
other recommendations; and, inasmuch 
as there is no committee on box and 
cartage, and inasmuch as many of us 
here are interested in that question 
more than any other that can possibly 
come before thig meeting, with possi- 
bly the exception of the report of the 
committee on proprietary goods, I 
think, sir, that it would be best for the 
interests of all, East and West, and 
that more would be accomplished, by 
having a special committee to take the 
place of that committee which usually 
is, but at this time was not, appointed 
to take up this special work. I may 
be mistaken, but it seems to me that 
the case requires special work, and I 
therefore hope that the resolutlon will 
pass. 

Frank A, Faxon—It is a very unusual 
thing to divide up the president’s ad- 
dress, and refer it to different commit- 
tees, and it seems to me that it is en- 
tirely unnecessary. I think it would 
be well for the association to wait until 
the committee on the president’s ad- 
dress has made its report; they will 
have their recommendation, probably, 
upon that box and cartage feature, and 
then if it is deemed necessary to ap- 
point another committee on this special 
feature, that may be done. But it 
seems to me that it would be best to 


let the president’s address take its 
usual course, and refer it to this com- 
mittee. 


George A. Kelly—I am somewhat in- 
terested in this box and cartage ques- 
tion locally, and I hope that the sub- 
ject will be thoroughly investigated 
and discussed; but it occurs to me, sir, 
that the committee that has been ap- 
pointed to take the president’s address 
into consideration and to report upon 
it should report upon it as a 
whole, and that, as Mr. Faxon 
has stated, if any subsequent matters 
or action is necessary in the way of a 
committee, have it take that course. 
But I fear that the division of the re- 
sponsibility in the matter of recom- 
mendation on the president’s address 
will establish a precedent which may 
hereafter give ug trouble. I understand 


dent, and I would like to see this box 











exactly what Mr. Eliel desires to have 
done, and that is an earnest and thor- 
ough consideration of this subject; and 
I don’t wonder at it, sir, for this is 
probably one of the most important 
subjects to come before the convention 
at this meeting, and particularly after 
the earnest words of your. address. 
Still, from the complexion of that com- 
mittee, I believe that they are perfect- 
ly competent to take any matter into 
consideration, and to report upon it to 
the satisfaction of the convention. 

J. C. Eliel—With the consent of my 
second I withdrew the motion. I won't 
take up the time of the convention. 

The President—The next order of 
business is the reading of the report of 
our veteran secretary, who needs no 
introduction from me. 

Report of the secretary was then 
read. 

Secretary's Report. 


The duties of the secretary are so 
clearly and briefly defined in the arti- 
cle of the constitution which prescribes 
his duties that his official report can 
properly be limited to reference to the 
f correspondence and the condition of the 
membership. While in previous years I 
may have traveled somewhat out of the 
record, and extended my report with 
Statements of conditions then prevail- 
ing, I have supplemented such discus- 
sion with assumption of individual re- 
sponsibility, or begged the indulgence of 
the committees upon whose domain 1 
may have trespassed. The multiplica- 
tion of committees as now organized, 
having in charge the various interests 
centering in and around the wholesale 
drug trade of the country, have by the 
exhaustive and able reports of their 
chairmen left very little for the secre- 
tary to say. The home duties of the of- 
fice, however, have not lessened, and 
ithe extended correspondence with the 
membership in almost every section of 
the country is, as it always has been, a 
pleasant service. 

The distribution of the proceedings of 
the New York meeting, as also of pre- 
vious years, was delayed by the inability 
of the president to secure the accept- 
ance of chairman of some of the stand- 
ing committees, and the final work of 
the publication could not be closed un- 
til these were obtained. The complete 
formation of these committees involve 
a great amount of labor for the presi- 
dent-elect on entering upon his duties, 
and in the last report it was found nec- 
essary to omit one of the standing 
committees, rather than to have the 
publication longer delayed. This expla- 
nation is due both the president and 
myself. Six hundred and fifty copies 
Were printed and sent to the member- 
ship and associate organizations. Tne 
last issue, with but few exceptions, was 
delivered to the membership through 
the principal express companies, and at 
less cost to the association than through 
the mails. 

The experiment was eminently suc- 
cessful in assuring prompt and sure de- 
livery of the packages in the office ef 
the business firms. As evidence of the 
faithful discharge of their engagements 
with me, I have only to report two com- 
munications from firms saying they had 
not received their reports. ‘these com- 
munications were referred to the ex- 
press companies receipting for them, 
and they were able to furnish the re- 
ceipt of delivery in both cases. by the 
firms or of their office employees. 

The total number of members, as puv- 
lished in the last proceedings, was 411, 
of which 258 were active and 153 asso- 
ciate, The resignations during the year 
have been from the active list, —; asso. 
ciate, Delinquent, 

As some revision of the membership 
list may be necessary before the nexc 
publication, I can only say in this 1e- 
port, whatever changes are made will 
appear under their respective heads. 
‘rhe change in Article LX. of the Con- 
stitution, at the jast meeting, made 
necessary by the action taken at Mont- 
real in 1893 regarding the member- 
ship, was accomplished by the adoption 
of the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the treasurer, when 
sending out his notice of annual dues, 
be instructed to notify members, other 
than wholesale druggists, that having 
acquired active membership under the 
Montreal amendment, they may main- 
tain their active membership by pay- 
ment of dues and assessments levied 
against active members. Upon re- 
ceipt of notice that they elect to be- 
come associate members, their names 
will be placed upon that Irst, it being 
understood that wholesale druggists 
are not eligible to associate member- 
ship.” 

In rearrangement of the active and 
associate lists preparatory to publica- 
tion in last report some errors occurred, 
which will now be rectified. In one 
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case, of which the members were ad- 
vised, a wholesale drug firm in New 
York city was placed in the associate 
list. With a commendable desire to be 
assigned their proper place in the list 
of wholesale druggists, their protest 
was answered by a circular of notifica- 
tion to the entire membersnip that the 
error had been observed and would be 
corrected in the next publication, it Is 


possible some similar transfers may be | 


made, but I feel assured the esprit de 
corps of the trade wouid be unwiliung 
for any firm to accept a place not war- 
and 


ranted by their business pusilion 

reputation. Considerable correspond- 
ence has passed during the year be- 
tween firms whose letter heaus desig- 
nate them as ‘“‘Whoiesale Drug Cvui- 
panies’’ and the oflices of the treas- 
urer and secretary, and wno were 


piaced as active members subject to 
unnual aues of 920. Waile in syinpathy 
with the association and desiring to re- 
lain their identity with it, 4a have 
round on investigation tney Were not 
subject to tne conditions govel ning ine 
sale of goods on arbitrary lines as be- 
tween proprietors and joovers of diugs; 
but omy nandiers of foreign and uo- 
mestic products in orginal packages. 
The cormaction OL our organization 
and its maintenance by Lie 
was to eliminate tiom tue trade “all 
customs ne. sn accordance With ihe 
sound pusiness principles, to estavlisa 
rules anu regulations whereby ual 
gmevances and dillerences may be fairly 
and equitaviy adjusteu, ele, Poe 
otner ciass to wnom 1 have 
though similar in business address, are 
largely amenable lo conditions Lormiu- 
lated py governments Loreign and ao- 
mestic, ana the custum house is walBery 
une arpiter of their business ethics. 


4 think the action taken early In the 
in placing 


ioreigu 
an 


memsvers 


referieu, 


year by our late treasurer 
in the associate list all our 
members will be approved. it is 
nonor and compliment to our assucia~ 
tion that they desire to remain wita 
us on tne cuonuilions accepted by ther. 

We meet Lo-day under tile snadow 
of a greal aimslcuon, in ioe 
of death whicn the later years 
we are prepared tor many changes 
when iong ile and receulhs Strengin 
make the claim of enued se. vice In che 
natural fulfillment of time. But when 
tne “strong man ol valor’ lays down 
his armor in the heat of the batlie by 
a dispensation of srovidence, Sv sud- 
den and pewildering, our nearts are 
yowed in sorrow and We can only ex- 
claim: “the Lord giveth and the Lord 
hath taken away; Viessed be tue Name 
of the Lord.” Christian character can 
mnd no greater consolation than tals, 
anu irom tne funerat Cuortege Walco 
pears away our uead We re-viiler the 
pattie of lite witn subdued and 
sirengthened energy, 

“Yo tulfill life's duties bravely done, 
With conscience nonored and a record 
won,” 

VYne itife and character of 
Merwin Strong is illustrated in ai that 
is tender, loving, alleC.viace, manly 
and nooie. in business sie Lucie were 
hunue tO quesuon his nonor aud integ- 
ricy. Tne strife for tne epacmelal hon- 


records 


record 


Samuel 


ors of place in poiiCar aitairs were 
Mever encourageu, vul aiways de- 
clined. ‘tne claims for nis council and 


leliowship in the municipal poards auu 
associations connecied with his own 
cicy were met by a modest acceptance 
of service to his fellow ciluzens. in 
the home life and its sweet and sacred 
associations there wii ever ve a well 
spring of fragrant memories, of the al- 
lectiogate Nusbanu and faluer; and tae 
doorway to opuient fortune was never 
barred to charity, waen asking alms vf 
her modest and generous aimoner, Our 
beloved association mivurhs Lie WS OL 
an officer of long and faiiufui service, 
and its gracefui wibuce of regard 1s 
suffticientiy snown wy placing tue man- 
tle of the lamenteu iather upon tne 
Snoulders of a Worlay son. 

dt was my fortune uearly twenty 
years ago iv meet mr. Sirong tor 
urst time when the oripinal constitu- 
uon was adopted goverumg this body. 
1 was at once impressed witn the Char- 
actemsuc modesty of the man with 
whom I was to be so closely associated 
during nearly ail tnese years, As 1 
call up in review the earlier efforts o: 
Our organization in perfecting the 
plans on which we were to buiid the 
foundation of our hopes, the failures 
which resulted, and the embarrass- 
ments wnhica delayed, 1 can truly say 
there are but few members of our as- 
sociation who know the extent of the 
service rendered by Mr. Strong in his 
wise council, persistent determination 
and financial assistance in the posi- 
tion which he occupied ag treasurer 
from first to last. Our respective of- 
fices were so closely allied that it 
| brought us very near together, through 


tne 
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a pleasant memory to know that never 
|} an expression from hig pen during all 
those years of association together has 
marred the tenderest sensibility, but 
rather my increasing love and affec- 
tion for him has “grown by whatit has 
fed and this sad affliction which 
comes to me as a personal bereave- 
ment is also mourned by the organiza- 
tion with which his name has been so 
long and honorably associated. 

In the publication of the proceedings 
of this convention I wouid respectfully 
suggest permission to insert a me- 
morial page, wita a photo-engraving, as 
an accompaniment of its records. Re- 


on,” 























spectfully submitted, 
A. b. Merriam, Secretary. 


The President—You have heard the 
report of our secretary, If you have no 
objection it will take the usual course. 
Tae next regular order of business is 
che report of the treasurer, 

The Secretary—I am told, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that the report of the treasurer is 
in the hands of one of the committee, 
Mr. Daniel Myers. | do not know if 
he is present, 

Mr. Myers was not present, 

Peter Van Schaack—Mr. President, in 
connection with one of the recommen- 
dations made in your able and interest- 
ing address we have listened to this 
morning, 1 would ask the privilege of 
the floor for a moment, 

Since the last meeting 
ation we have met witn a most over- 
whelming and inscrutable loss in the 
death of a valued officer who has faith- 
fully served since the association was 
organized. It therefore seems eminently 
appropriate tnat at this early stage of 
proceedings we should take official rec- 
the calamity wh.ch has 


of this associ- 


ognition of 

overtaken us. 
Samuel Merwin 
this associa- 
the loss 


In the death of 
Strong every member of 
tion may well feel to mourn 
of a true friend. 

To me, personally, Mr, President, it is 
@ loss emphasized by thirty-five years 
of uninterrupted triendship of the 
warmest character, 

With him “Lite’s fitful dream is o'er,” 
his labors are ended—but we will ever- 
more hold in loving memory his many 
virtues—his nobility of character—and 
strive to emulate them, 

Gentlemen, my heartstrings are well- 
nigh broken, and Lt Cannot trust miy- 
self to speak longer. 

With the consent of the association, 
Mr. President, | will now ask the sec- 
retary to read this preamble and reso- 
lution, and | move their adoption by a 
rising vote: 

Whereas, We are called to mourn the 


loss of an associate who held our 
earnest admiration for his taithful 
services and his many amiable traits 
of Character, tis Lule iipuises, Lis 
modest and courteous manner. 

lt is notestrange that a pall hangs 
over uS as We recall the vacant c..air 


of our deeply lamented friend and asso- 
ciate, Samuel Merwin Strong, 

The beauty of his chatacter shows 
resplendent in all the varied wa.ks of 
life; that it way incovruptivie was ull.- 
versally acknowledged, 

He never sougnt promotion, his in- 
herent modesty 101 bade it; but the citi- 
zens of his native cily were not siow 
in recognizing his integrity and torce 
of character, and Otten cailed him to 
fill positions or trust and honor, 

His charities were never neralded to 
the world, but were liberally and wisely 
bestowed, 

He had long since learned that wealth 
is not the sole measure of success, 

‘Lender and ever regardtul of the 
feelings of others—his friendship was 
of tne strongest character and his loy- 
alty to his friends was unbounded — 
yet he was always fearmess in stanaing 
up for what he thought was right. 

in the social circle he wili be sadly 
missed; his quiet and urbane manne1s 
were most attractive. With a sweet 
and loving disposition, he possessed in 
the higher degree that nobiiity of char- 
acter that influenced others tor good, 

In 18/6, at the first meeting o1 our 
association, he was elected tieasurer, 
and no more can be said of the faith- 


fulness of his stewardship than that he | 


uninterruptedly held the position to the 
day of his death. 

No member of our association could 
have been more zealous in whatever 
tended to its prosperity—nor more uni- 
versally regretted. 

The memory of Mr. Strong needs no 
eulogistic words from us. The study 
of his life was for a higher plane, and 
when he erred it was never an error Of 
the heart. 

Though the life of Mr. Strong is 
closed and we shall see his face no 
more, we can feel well assured he has 
left behind an impress for good on 


| taken by the 
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the extended correspondence, and it is | Many young men of this generation, 


The mandate is “Thou shalt come to 
| thy grave in a full age; like a shock of 
;corn cometh in in his season.’ But 
}our departed friend has been called 
away in the fullness of manhood, with- 
out impairment of his physical or men- 
tal power. 

Snatched from our number in a most 
tragic and appalling manner, his death 
overwhelmes us with sorrow—for he 
was in the zenith of his prosperity and 
usefulness. 

We can only bow to that Divine Om- 
niscience which watches every sparrow 
that falis, and confidently look to the 
future for a disclosure of tne infinite 
purpose; theretore, 

Resolved, That this association fully 
recognizes the noble example and faitn- 
ful services of Samuel Merwin Strong, 
and that we tender to the afflicted fam- 
ily of our departed iriend our deepest 
Sympathy in the terrible ioss they have 
Sustained, trusting an al-wise Provi- 
dence will extend to tnem His. protect- 
ing arm. 

dtesolved, 


That these resolutions be 


spread upon the records of our associ- | 


ation, and an engrossed copy thereof 
be forwarded to his bereaved family. 
W. A. Robinson—IL ask the privilege 
of seconding most hearciuy the paper 
which our friend Mr. van Schaack has 
presented. it seems to me eminently 
appropriate that sucn action snould be 
Association, additional to 
the report of the meimo.iai Coinmitiee, 
on account of mr. Strong's long service 
as a general ollicer of tue assuciation. 
L believe in the whole history ot the as- 
sociation it is the first time that it has 
happened that a general oilicer of the 


| association has died during his term of 


; and L 


1 think, further, that this paper 

appropriate in every respect, 
will find response in 
member ot the as- 


ottice, 
is most 
believe it 
the heart of every 
sociation. 


Un motion the resvlution 


| mously adopted by a rising vote. 


Reports of committees being in order, 
the first report, being tnat o1 tne Com- 


| mittee on #raternal Kkelations, was read 





by Thumas BB. Cook, chairman of said 
committee. 


Report of Committee on Fracernai 
Relations, 

Mr. President and Members of the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Assvu- 
ciation: 

Your Committee on Fraternal Rela- 
tions beg leave to report that, acting 
upon the suggesuuon of our predeces- 
sours, We arranged Lor each of vur com- 
mittee to visit his State 
cal Association, Ltnere to exchunge tra- 


ternal greetings and to strengtnen tne | 


bond 01 sympathy between tne whole- 
saie druggists and the pharmacists. We 
are happy to say tnat in each instance 
yeur representatives were curdially re- 
ceived, and the hope expressed that 
tney might always ve tavored with a 
delegate trom your association. 
Among our own members we have 


endeavored to stimulate an interest in 


tue work you have in hand, and as far 


“#5 possible act in harmony with your 
Committee on Membership vo induce ail 
eligivle parties Who are not yet mem- 
bers tu unite with us. 

We believe that the work of this com- 
mittee, if properly directed, can always 
be depended upon to augment very 
considerably the attendance at our 


annual metings. Respectfully submit- 
ted, ‘Lhomas ¥’. Cook, Chairman. 
‘The President—You have heard the 


report of your committee. Unless some 
Objection is made it will take the usual 
course and be referred to the board of 
Control. There being no objection it 
will be so referred, 

The Pres.dent—i have here a 
directed to our secretary, which, 
your permission, | will read: 

Denver, Col., Sept. 1, 185. 
Mr. A. B. Merriam, Secretary National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association: 

Dear Sir—On benalf of the local Com- 
mittee of Entertainment, 1 take p.eas- 
ure in presenting you herewith a gavel 
which, we trust, may be retaineau for 
the permanent use of this assoc.ation, 
and that your office may act as future 
custodian of the same. 

The gavel possesses some historical 
value, inasmuch as the handle is made 
from pine brought over the plains by 
ox team, in ‘62 or ’63, and used in the 
partia] construction of a building lo- 


letter 
with 


cated in the mountains some sixty 
miles from Denver. ‘he head of the 
gavel was turned from a section of 


sandalwood, a souvenir of the World’s 
Fair, and the metal bands are of native 
Colorado silver. Yours very truly, 
W. A. Hover, 
Chairman Committee on Arrangements 
and Entertainment, 


Pharmaceull- | 


Was unani- | 





The President—On behalf of the As- 
sociation I extend thanks to Mr. Hover 
for this gavel. I hope it will be used 
by many succeeding members of the 
association. 

Report of Committee on Legislation 
was then read by Edward H. Hance, 


| chairman. 


Report of Committee on Legislation, 


Mr. President and Gentlemen: 

Since the last annual meeting of the 
association your Committee on Legisla- 
tion has endeavored to watch the inter- 
ests of the members with the same 
fidelity Which marked the course of its 
predecessors. 

That all has not been secured which 
we hoped to obtain can be charged to 
the indifference and delays of Congress, 
whose broad shoulders can_ so easily 
carry all the blame and maledictions 


| our citizenship entitles us to indulge in. 


We should not, however, wholly charge 
Congress nor our Legislatures with tine 
delays and disappointments we meet. 

In a country like ours not only are 
there such diverse opinions respecting 
principles and projects, but prejudices 
and interests—both sectional and busi- 
ness—are often found to be antagonis- 
tic. Therefore, the inclination among 
our law makers to “go slow” is one 
that can, as a rule, be commended, 

The diversity of opinion referred tv 
has found fertile ground in the ques- 
tion of tax-free alcuhol, which so large- 
ly occupied the attention of your com- 
mittee since the last meeting of our 
association; an inheritance it received 
from its predecessor, and which it will, 
in turn, have to bequeath to its suc- 
cessor; not, however, it is hoped, with- 
out some ground gained, besides leaving 
the case in good shape for its continu- 
ance, 

in the conflict of opinion above re- 
ferred to, interests that fancied they 
were not to be benefited; that supposed 
others—and these of inimical classes— 
would receive the “lion's share’’ of ad- 
vantage; that objected simply because 
they did not ‘“‘see the way clear;’” that 
had all kinds of objections to urge, 
have, naturally, been influential in 
making it difficult for government coun- 
cils to determine just what seemed tu 
be the best course to pursue, 

Had all the interests affected unitedly 
exerted their influence tor tax-free ai- 
cohol, the law would now likely be in 
force, and every legitimate interest— 
large and small—would be enjoying its 
advantages. ere 

While these advantages might not be 





| all that was hoped for, and might be 


diminished by embarrassing regula- 
tions, the opportunity of making a long 
stride toward the object that medicine 
and the arts have so long been strug- 
gling to attain should not be lost. 

The National Wholesale Druggists’ 
Association has been a diligent and con- 
sistent advocate of tax-free alcohol. Its 
last Committee on Legislation devoted 
considerable time and effort in forward- 
ing the object. 

At the meeting last year the follow- 
ing resolutions were adopted: 

“Resolved. That the National Whole- 
sale Druggists’ Association earnestly 
deprecates the delay on the part of the 
Treasury Department in issuing such 
regulations as will make available the 
recently enacted law for free ‘alcohol 
in the arts and in medicinal or other 
like compounds,’ as it has already oc- 
casioned great uncertainty and loss on 
the part of those intended to be bene- 
fited by its provisions. We, therefore, 
respectfully urge that such regulations 
be promulgated without further delay. 

‘Resolved, That the Legislative Com- 
mittee be empowered to secure the 
services of such legal assistance as in 
their judgment is needed to carry out 
the foregoing resolution.” 

These resolutions were preceded by 
the following recommendations of the 
Board of Control: 

“We recommend that the incoming 
Committee on Legislation follow with 
vigor the work of the previous commit- 
tee, and take all possible means, urging 
the Treasury Department to place the 
law in operation at the earliest possible 
moment, and in case the Treasury De- 
partment should decline to execute the 
law upon the ground of its inability to 
formulate regulations for its enforce- 
ment, or for the reason that no appro- 
priation was made for its execution, 
that the committee use their utmost 
efforts to have the law so amended as 
to render its enforcement possible.” 

In compliance with this expressed de- 
sire of the association, your Committee 
on Legislation entered upon its duties 
feeling that with divided sentiment in 
the trade, and with the opposition of 
the Treasury Department to the en- 
forcement of the law, it had no easy 
task before it. 

By summoning the assistance of the 


oe 
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members of the association—through 
urging their Senators and members of 
Congress to oppose any movement 
toward repeal of section 61 of the 
Tariff law—that law remains among 
the statutes to this time. 

It will doubtless so remain, it 


is bettered for the whole trade, if drug- 
unite 


until 


gists and manufacturers’ will 

their efforts toward securing further 
pronounced expression from Congress, 
and requirements, by that body, of 
revenue regulations which will not be 
offensive and impracticable to those 
who use distilled spirits for manufac- 


tures of medicines and the arts other 


than cormpounding spirituous bever- 
ages. 
Besides the assistance of the mem- 


bers of our own association, the aid of 
various State pharmaceutical associa- 
tions and colleges of pharmacy was 
successfully invoked. 

The agitation that the subject 
been receiving in the trade papers and 
pharmaceutical journals for the past 
year was in consequence of the promi- 
nence the question has attained 
through the efforts of your committee 
to stimulate the interest of the whole 
trade, large and small, to the benefits 
that will accrue by prosecuting the 
crusade to a successful issue. 

On Jan. 15 last a meeting of the 
members of the Committee on Legisla- 
tion—within easy distance from New 
York—was held in that city at the 
rooms of the New York Board of Trade 
and Transportation, There were ten 
members present, including the presi- 
dent of our association. These were 
joined—through invitation—by three 
members of the Legislation Committee 
of Drug Section of New York Board of 
Trade and Transportation. 

This meeting was in session nearly 
all day, during which time the work 
that had already been done, and that 
laid out for further execution, was 
thoroughly canvassed. 

It was there resolved that the follow- 
ing “suggestions” be adopted, and that 
the absent members of the committee 
be communicated with, their indorse- 
ment obtained, and that letters contain- 
ing these “suggestions” be sent to the 
Secretary of the Treasury and to the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue. All 
of which was done. 

Tt was also resolved “that the chair- 
man of the Committee on Legislation 
be authorized to take such further 
measures asin his opinion will lead to 
the speedy adoption of regulations mak- 
ing possible the carrying out of the 
law.” 


has 


SUGGESTIONS 


Offered by the Comm'ttee on Legislation of the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Association, the 
Committee on Legislation of the Philadelphia 
Drug Exchange, Committee on Alcohol Legis- 
lation of the Philadelphia Collece of Pharmacy: 


As a basis for framing a law or making 
regulations toward defining and rendering 
operative section 61 of the customs law of 
1894. 


Indorsed at the annual meeting of the Phila- 
delphia Drug Exchange, Jan, 22, 189%. 

Indorsed at a special meeting of the Phila- 
delphia College of Pharmacy, Jan, 2%, 1895. 

Indorsed at a special meeting of the Drug 
Trade Section, New York Roard of Trade and 
Transportation, Jan. 28, 1895, 


DEFINING “MANTPACTIURER.” 
“R."'—That the term ‘‘manufacturer’”’ as used 
in section 61 of the ahove-named act, and tn 
these suggestions, shall he construed as mean- 
ing and including all those who purchase aleco- 
hol in original packages, as hereinafter de- 
fined, for the purpose of manufacturing prod- 
ucts used in the arts or medicine, and who do 
not use the aleohol in the preparation of com- 

pounds that can he classed as beverages. 


DEFINING 


ATMOTMAT, TAP ATANTT TO VMOUTTTR. 

ING PTRPOSES., 

“C.""—That no spirit of less strength than 
elzhty (80) per cent. above proof, or ninety 
(0) per cent. by volume, shall be classed hy 
the internal revenue office as aleohol for man- 
ufacturing purposes within the meantng of the 
act. 


DEFINING ORIGINAL PACKAGE AND 
» REGULATING THE STORAGE OF AT.- 
cCOHOL. 


*1—D.""—All alcohol used in the arts or in the 
manufacture of medicinal compounds on which 
a claim for rebate of the tax Is to he made, 
must be purchased in packages, as put up bv 
registered distillers. of not less than one-half 
barrel, and containing not less than twenty 
(20) wine gallons each. Such packages shall 
be considered as “original packages’’ within 
the meaning of the act. All such aleohol must 
he stored by the manufacturer, immediately on 
receiving the same, in an apartment separate 
from that in which alcoholie liquids of any 
kind are offered for sale, and each package 
must he marked distinctly, ‘For manufactur- 
ing purposes only.”’ 

“m.’—That every manufacturer 
secure the benefit of the Act, shall file with the 
Collector of Internal Revenue for the district in 
which the said manufacturing industry is lo- 
cated, a notice of such intention; accompanied 
by a statement of the location of the factory, 
or apartment, and the character of the products 
in which the alcohol is to be used. For the 
faithful observance of the conditions of the law, 
he shall give bonds, to be renewed annually to 
an amount proportioned to the quantity of alco 
hol likely to be used. 

“F.’’—That an accurate account be kept of all 
alcohol purchased for manufacturing purposes 
and of the class of products in which it was 


used, 


desiring to 












“G.""—At the time stamps are surrendered 
ind a claim made for payment of the rebate of 
the tax on alcohol used for manufacturing pur- 
poses, there shall be presented by the claimant 
a sworn statement setting forth the class of 
articles in the manufacture of which such al- 
cohol was used. No such claim to be allowed 
until it is certified to as correct by the internal 
oficer deputized for this purpose. 
To protect the revenue against 
manufacture of any compound 


revenue 
eu 

by the 

under 


fraud 
that— 


the guise of medicine—could be popular- | 


ly sold as a beverage, the Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue shall refer a sample of the 
preparation to an expert connected with his 
office for analysis, should he doubt the charac- 
ter of the preduct on which the manufacturer 
claims the rebate of tax on aleohuvl. Jpon the 
report of this expert, the coramiss:oner shajl 
base his decision as te whetaer the manufac 

turer is entitled to the rebate. From this de- | 
cision an eppeal can be taken as Lereimafter 
provided for. 


“I.""—From the commissioner’s decision there 
shall be a right of appeal to a board to be se- 
lected by the Secretary of the Treasury, from 
names submitted by the presidents of such as- 
sociations as the American Pharmaceutical As- 





iation, American Chemical Society, National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association, American 
Medical Association, National Paint, Oil and 
Varnish Association, each president presenting 


the names of three persons; not more than one 


to be selected from each association, 

The Board here provided for shall meet at 
stated intervals, in Washington, at the office 
of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, to 
consider the appealed cases above provided for, 
and the decision of a majority of this board 
shall be final. 

Protection to the revenue against the danger 
of illicitly reclaiming alcohol, selling the al- 
cohol represented as having been’ used for 
manufactures, or other evasions of the law, to 
be afforded by the methods now at the com- 


mand of the internal revenue office for the de- 
tection of frauds. 

Committee on Legislation of the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association—Edward H. 
Hance, chairman, Philadelphia; Horace M.Sharp, 
Philadelphia; Horace Burrough, Baltimore; B. 
Albert Plaut, 


F. Fairchild, New York city: 
New York city: Hugh H. Osgood, Norwich, 


Ct.: Arthur W. Claflin. Providence, R. I.; John 
A. Gilman, Boston: Charles Cook, Portland, 


Me.: William A. Robinson, Louisville, Ky.; 
Dr. R. V. Pierce, Buffalo, N. Y.; C. H. West, 
St. Touts: Frank A. Faxon, Kansas City, Mo.: 
J. C. Fox, Atchison, Kan.: John B. Purcell, 
Richmond, Va.; Evan F. Lilly, Indianapolis, 
Ind.: P. P. Van Vieet, Memphis, Tenn.; Edw. 
H. Cutler, St. Paul, Minn.; A. R. Olney, Clin- 
ton, Ta.; William P. Redington, San Fran- 
cisco. 

Committee on Legislation of the Philadel- 


phia Drug Exchange—FEdward H. Hance, chair- 
man; H. B. Rosengarten, H. N. Rittenhouse. 

Committee on Alcohol Legislation of the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy—George M. 
Reringer, chairman: William McIntyre, Robert 


England, Rush P. Marshall, Joseph W. Eng- 
land. 

“J."'—For additional clerks and other efficers 
to perform the additional work made neces- 
sary by section 61 of the customs law, an ap- 
propriation of dollars be made: and 


the Secretary of the Treasury may make regu- 
lations assessing the cost of ascertaining title 
to exemption on the claimant, or of refunding, 


in proportion to the amount of rebate tax 
claimed. 

Committee on Tegislation of the Nattonal 
Wholesale Druggists’ Associlation—Edward H. 


chairman, Philadelphia: Horace M.Sharp, 
Horace Burrough, Baltimore; B. 


Hance, 
Philadelphia: 


YF. Fairchild, New York eits Alhert Plaut, 
New York city: Hugh H. Osgood, Norwich, 
ct.: Arthur W. Claflin, Providence, R. 1.; John 
A. Gillman, Poston: Charles Cook, Portland, 
Me Willlam <A. Robinson. Tonisville, Kv.: 
Dr. 2. V. Pleree, Ruffalo. N. ¥.: C. H. Weat, 
St. Louis: Frank A. Faxon, Kansas City, Mo.; 
1, ©, Fox, Atehison, Kan.: John R. Purcell, 
Riehmond, Va.; Evan F. Lilly, Indianapolis, 
Ind.; P. P. Van Vleet, Memphis, Tenn.; Fdw. 
ll. Cutler, St. Paul, Minn.: A. R. Olney, Clin- 
ton, Ia.; William P. Redington, San Fran- 
cisco. 


Committee on Legislation of the Philadelphia 
Drug Exchange—Edward H. Hance, chairman; 
Tl FUResenearten, H. N. Rittenhouse 

Tt will be observed that these “sug- 
gestions’? were indorsed at the annual 
meeting of the Philadelphia Drug Ex- 
change, at a special meeting of the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and 
at a special meeting of the Drug Sec- 
tion of the New York Board of Trade 
and Transportation. 

A copy of these “suggestions” was 
mailed to each member of our associa- 
tion, active and associate, with the fol- 


lowing letter: 
Philadelphia, Feb, 1, 1895. 

Dear Sirs:—Herewith please find copy of 
“Sugegestions,’’ which are the result of a num- 
ber of conferences between the committees 
named: and which have, in each case, been 
unanimously approved by the organizations in- 
dorsing them. 

IT trust that they will also meet your ap- 
proval, and that when I notify you of the time 
for united action having arrived, you will 
promptly communicate with your Senators and 
Representatives (who will then have been sup- 
plied with the ‘‘Suggestions’’), urging their ef- 


forts towards securing amendments, of this 
character, to the law now giving free alcohol 
to those using it for medicine and the arts. 


Yours very respectfully, 

Fdward H. Hance, Chairman. 

It would seem proper that this asso- 
ciation take action on these “sugges- 
tions” at this meeting. 

Therefore, your committee asks for 
the adoption of the fololwing resolu- 
tion: 

“Resolved, That the National Whole- 


sale Druggists’ Association approves of | 


the course taken by its Committee on 
Legislation in the matter of free alcohol 
for medicine and the arts. 

“That we declare our continued adher- 
ence to the policy of free alcohol; that 
the ‘suggestions’ framed by the com- 
mittees of the National Wholesale 


| 
| 


| 








OIL PAINT AND DRUG REPORTER 


Druggists’ Association, the Philadelphia 
Drug Exchange and the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy are hereby in- 
dorsed; and that the next Committee on 
Legislation is requested to advocate 
these ‘suggestions’ in their effort for 
free alcohol, and to endeavor to se- 
cure regulations or legislation in the 
direction these ‘suggestions point.’”’ 
The following letters of Dec. 10, 1894, 
and Jan. 4, 1895, were mailed to each 
member of the association. They urged 
our members to use the individual in- 
fluence of their houses with their Sena- 
tors in Washington. These, together 
with the accompanying circular letter 
of Dec. 11, 1895, to each United States 


Senator, have, we are convinced, much | 


to do with preventing the repeal of Sec- 
tion 61, notwithstanding the efforts and 
weighty influence of the Treasury De- 
partment to secure relief from framing 
perplexing regulations, and to retain in 
the Treasury the revenue which the law 
would deprive it of. 

Copy of letter to each member of the 


association: 
Philadelphia, Dec. 10, 1894. 

Dear Sir: An early effort may be made by the 
Treasury Department to have the section fn the 
customs law—known as the “Hoar Amend- 
ment’’—repealed, on account of its ambiguity 
and failure to provide the Interna] Revenue 
Office with the necessary means for its execu- 
tion, 

It would seem inexcusable if our association 
were to permit such action without earnest pro- 
test on the part of its members. 

The National Wholesal Druggists’ Association 
is on record ag being in favor of free alcohol 
for medicine and the arts. 

Tt has upon geveral occasions so expressed 
itself, 

Now, that an entering wedge has been ap- 
plied to the removal of a burdensome and of- 
fensive tax, the advantage gained should not 
be lost through failure to make a strong ap- 
peal to our Congressional Representatives for 
the consummation of the relief we have so long 
applied for. 

Will you promptly write to the Senators from 
your State and Representative from your dis- 
trict advocating measures that will make this 
law effective and at the same time free from 
regulations of an obnoxious and oppressive 
character that might defeat the purpose for 
which it was intended. ‘Your very respectfully, 

Edward H. Heace, Chairman of Committee on 
Tegislation, National Wholesale Druggists’ As- 
sociation, 

Copy of circular letter to each United 


States Senator: 
Philadelphia, Dee. 11, 1894. 

The Committee on Legislation of the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association desire to re- 
spectfully call your attention to the following 
facts: 

At the last session of Congress an amend- 
ment to the Tariff bill was offered by Senator 
George F. Hoar in recognition of the many 
appeals that had been made by manufacturers 
in the various pursuits of medicine and the 
arts, for relief from burdensome taxation which 
all other branches of clean, moral and legiti- 
mate business are entirely exempt from. 





This amendment now forms section 61 of 
the Customs law and reads as follows: 
“‘Any manufacturer finding it necessary to 


use aleohol in the arts, or in any medicinal or 
other like compound, may use the same under 
reculations to he preseribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and on satisfying the collector 
of internal revenue for the district wherein he 
resides or carries on business that he has com- 
plied with such regulations and has used such 
aleohol therein, and exhibiting and delivering 
up the stamps which show that a tax had heen 
paid thereon, shall be entitled to receive from 
the Treasury of the Tnited States a rebate or 
renayment of the tax so paid.’’ 

Because spirits, as a beverage, seems a fit 
product to vield, by heavy taxation, a liberal 
portion of the government's revenue, it cafinot 
he defended upon any fair and_ equitable 
grounds that that portion of it required for 
medicine for the sick, and as a solvent for 
the various commodities used in the arts, 
should be taxed to any greater extent than 
other articles entering into the industrial econ- 
omy. 

For thirty-two years have these industries 
labored under this excessive burden. 

We desire to call your attention to the fact 
that the enormous tax of over 500 per cent. over 
the actual, untaxed value of aleohol is the 
tribute that these industries are called upon to 
yield. 

Tt cannot be claimed that they are reimbursed 
by the selling prices of their products, for such 
cannot be proved to be the fact. 

In the ease of the retail apothecary: Many 
of his products that are doled out in a small 
retail way do not yield him more than 100 
per cent. advance over the price obtained when 
alcohol was untaxed; while he is compelled to 
pay over 500 per cent. more for this ingredient 
of these prepasations. 

This brief statement will serve to show you 
the extent to which a large and worthy class 


of citizens is overburdened and discriminated 
against. 
Therefore, you are petitioned to oppose any 


movement to repeal this section; but, instead, 
to advocate such change that will remove from 
it the ambiguity which now makes it difficult 
for the Secretary of the Treasury to construe; 
and to provide the Internal Revenue Office with 
the necessary equipment to execute the pro- 
visions of the law. Yours very respectfully, 
Edward H. Hance, Chairman. 
Copy of letter to each member of the 


association: WIIG 


Philadelphia, Jan. 4, 1894. 
Dear Sir: Recent advices from Washington 
indicate early introduction into the Senate, 
with the Urgent Deficiency bill, a clause re- 


pealing section 61 (free alcohol for medicine 
and the arts) of the Customs law. 

Will you please telegraph at once to your Sen- 
ators to the following effect: 

“Respectfully ask you to vote against any 
movement looking to the repeal of free alcohol 
for medicine and arts."’ 
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This communication is sent to each member 
of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion. é 

By all acting promptly and unitedly their ap- 
peal can hardly fail to secure respectful consid- 
eration. Yours very truly, 

Edward H. Hance, Chairman. 
BANKRUPTCY LEGISLATION, 

At the above referred to New York 
meeting of your committee—in con- 
formity with the previously declared 
sentiments of our association—it was 
resolved: ‘That the committee oppose 
the passage of the Bailey Bankruptcy 
bill and advocate the Torrey Bank- 
ruptcy bill as passed by the Fifty-sec- 
ond Congress.”’ 

In accordance with that resolution 
your committee exerted its efforts to- 
ward preventing the passage of the 
Bailey bill. 

They were not singular in their oppo- 
sition, for many commercial bodies 
throughout the country used their in- 
fluence in the same direction. These 
efforts were stimulated by reason of 
the Bailey bill having passed the House 
during the absence of the friends of the 
Torrey bill; it having been generally 
understood that no legislation from the 
Judiciary Committee would be consid- 
ered during the session. 

When it came before the Senate the 
opposition manifested by the business 
community was so universal and de- 
cided that the bill was not taken up. 

The following extract takenfrom a 
paper issued (by the BostonMeréhants’ 
Association, briefly states the reason 
why the Torrey bill should meet with 
greater favor by merchants than any 
other that has, thus far, been ‘presented 
to Congress. 

The Constitution of the United States wisely 
conferred upon Congress the power to establish 
“uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies 
throughout the Tnited States.’’ 

Since the foundation of the Government, Con- 
gress has enacted three bankruptcy laws, viz.: 
in 1800, in 1840 and in 1867. On account of va- 
rious imperfections those laws were soon re- 
pealed, the last one in 1878. Since then sev- 
eral bills have been proposed, the most com- 
plete as well as the most familiar being known 
as the ‘Torrey bill.’ This bill has been most 
earefully drawn, even to its minutest detatls, 
and provides a complete code on the subject. 
It has run the gantlet of the most profound 
legal wisdom and the best business judgment 
of the land, and is considered to be free from 
defects, and to embody all the good features 
of former legislation and experience this 
and other countries. It has received the in- 
dorsement of nearly 490 commercial bodies 
representing every department of business— 
wholesale, retail, financial, manufacturing and 
professional—located fn every State in the 
Tnton. That this hill has not already become 
a law is due chiefly to certain opposing forces 
of a selfish or unjust nature—forces which are 
becoming daily less potent as the necessity 
and merits of the bill become more apparent 
to honest and fair-minded men. 

The members of your association have 
been kept well advised of the necessi- 
ties of the case. 

Many of them have used their influ- 
ence by complying with the recom- 
mendations of the following letter. 
They can feel that their efforts are hav- 
ing good results, and can indulge the 
hope that the Torrey bill has now bet- 
ter prospect than ever before of be- 
coming a law. 


Dear Sir: Herewith please find a copy of 
folder that is issued by the Boston Merchants’ 
Association In the interest of the Torrey Bank- 
rupt bill, suitable for inclosing in corre- 
spondence. 

You will recognize that the National Whole- 
sale Druggists’ Association has upon several 
occasions indorsed this bill in preference to 
others that have of late years appeared before 
Congress. 

T trust that you will feel free to take an ac- 
tive interest in disseminating this literature, 
and that you will write to the Boston Mer- 
chants’ Assocation, 56 Bedford street, Boston, 
Mass., Mr. Beverly K. Moore, Secretary, re- 
questing as many copies as you think you can 
use to advantage in the correspondence of 


your house. 
Asking your earnest consideration of the 


matter, I remain, yours very truly, 
Fdward H. Hance, Chairman. 

Philadelphia, June 12, 1895. 

PURE FOOD AND DRUG BILL. 

Some members of the last Congress re- 
peated, in one of its branches, the ef- 
fort of several of its predecessors to 
undertake the questionable legislation 
of regulating, by national enactment, the 
production and sale of food and drugs. 

To the present time there has been 
no bill proposed that was not defective 
in the important properties of being 
practicable, of preventing the evils it 
was intended to suppress, and of leaving 
interstate commerce untrammeled and 
unembarrassed. 

The last bill submitted in the House of 
Representatives was known as_ the 
Hatch Pure Food bill—House bill No. 
4,863. It was free from some of the ob- 
jectionable features of its predecessors; 
but, nevertheless, was not acceptable to 
business interests. Therefore your com- 
mittee, in harmony with the previously 
expressed views of the association, ex- 
erted its efforts toward the defeat of the 
measure. 

The following letter was sent to each 
member of our association. Doubtless 
our members, as a rule, used their in- 
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fluence with their representatives, and 
other business interests did likewise; 
for, notwithstanding the sanguine ex- 
pectations of its friends, Congressman 
Hatch’s bill found no favor with the 
majority of the House, thus meeting the 
fate of its predecessors. 

Your committee recommends the adop- 
tion of the following resolution as an 
indorsement of the association's previous 
actions on this subject: 

“Resolved, That while 
condemn adulteration 
sentation of all kinds 
particularly of food and medicine, the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion decidedly objects to national legis- 
lation on this subject, believing that 
such cannot constitutionally prevent the 
evils referred to.” 

It is generally conceded that such leg- 
islation should be restricted entirely to 
the individual States, to whom alone 
is given the power of police supervision 
over their respective citizens. 

The number of States adopting such 
prohibitory laws is constantly increas- 
ing, and it would seem that within a 
few years all will have in force enact- 
ments governing the evil of food and 
drug adulteration, the extent of which 
we are of the opinion is very much ex- 
aggerated. 

Copy of letter sent to each member 
of the association: 


heartily 
misrepre- 
more 


we 
and 
of ror yds, 


January 31. 

Dear Sir: TI am in receipt of the following 
advices from Washington: 

“While it ie true that the time between now 
and the adjournment of Congress is short; that 
on the one hand Mr. Hatch is likely at any 
time to resort to desperate expedients to bring 
his ‘Pure Food’ bill forward, and on the other 
hand that no action which can be taken by you 
now would he premature to meet any move- 
ment possible in this Congress, * * * your 
association should immediately take such meae- 
ures as to put on the alert your friends here 
from every part of the country; for there can 
be no hurt in so doing, and such a course may 
prove to have been most essentlal.’” 

In view of this situation IT am writing to all 
the members of the National Wholesale Drug- 
giste’ Association, that the action may be in 
concert, to at once write to their Renresenta- 
tive In the House of Representatives, 1. S., to 
similar effect of the suggestion given below. 

This is all in the direction of a resolution 
passed at the last meeting our association, 

Trusting that you will give the matter your 
prompt attention and thus add to ite force and 
Influence by numbers, T remain, Yours very 
respectfully, Edward H, Hance, Chairman. 


While we heartily condemn adulteration and 
misrepresentation of all kinds of goods—more 
particularly of food and medicine—we decidedly 
obfect to national leg'slation that cannot pre- 
vent these evils, as acknowledged by the bill's 
own provisions, and as wrongly stated in the 
title of the bill: ‘‘To prevent the adulteration 
and misbranding,”’ ete, 

Tt simply aims to regulate commerce hetween 
the States and Territories, and does not assert 
the intention or the richt to control adultera- 
tion carried on within the State boundaries, 

Its provisions would likely simply serve to 
embarrass interstate commerce and interfere 
with the business of a large clase of reputable 
citizens, 

We recognize that it does not seem judicious 
to antagonize so popular a sounding title as 
the bill is erroneously given; but we mainta'n 
that the State laws that are now in force in 
so many of the States against adulteration are 
ample for the protection of the citizens, 


The number of States adopting such laws is | 


eonstantly increasing, and it would seem that 
within a few vears all will have in force enact- 
ments governing the evil Mr. Hatch's bill 
(House Bill No. 4,863) a'ms to correct, 

In closing its renort your committee 
desires to acknowledge the assistance 
rendered by the majority of the trade 
and pharmaceutical journals in advo- 
eating the various measures your com- 
mittee endeavored to forward in the 
interest of the trades represented in the 
association. 

The Oil, Paint and Drug Reporter was 
particularly prominent in keeping the 
trade well advised of proceedings in the 
matter of free alcohol; and, through 
its Washington correspondent, presented 
many interesting and important phases 
of the question. Respectfully submitted, 

Edward H. Hance, Chairman. 


The President—You have heard the 
report of the very large amount of work 
performed by this very important com- 
mittee, and the recommendations that 
are contained therein. Unless there is 
objection this report will take the usual 
course and be referred with the rec- 


ommendations to the Board of Control | 


for action. There being no objection it 
is so referred. 

Motion to adjourn until 2.30 p. m. 

Charles Weller—I amend that motion, 
and move that we adjourn untii 
o'clock on account of the important 
meeting in the Board of Control room 
of the Proprietary Section. 

The President—I will ask that that 
motion be withheld for a time until 1 
announce the following committees as 
appointed: 

Committee on Time and Place 
Next Meeting.—John M. Carey, Indian- 
apolis; W. G. Walker, Albany; H. B. 
Gilpin, Baltimore; Daniel Myers, 
Cleveland; James McCord, La Crosse. 

Committee on Nomination of Offi- 
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| pointing Mr. John A. Gilman of Boston, 


| to this meeting. 


| is not classified correctly, in our judg- 
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cers.—William A. Robinson, Louisville; 
J. C. Fox, Atchison; John R. Owen, 
Chicago; John A, Gilman, Boston; W. 
E. Marvin, Toledo. 

The motion to adjourn being seconded 
the same was thereupon voted, to meet 
at 5 o’clock this afternoon. 





Baltimore Corn and Flour Exchange. 
Commercial Exchange, Philadelphia. 
Indianapolis Board of Trade. 
Cleveland Chamber of Commerce, 
National Paint, Oil and Varnish 

sociation. 

Chamber of Commerce, Milwaukee. 

Chamber of Commerce, Minneapolis. 

Duluth Board of Trade. 

Board of Trade, Detroit. 

Toledo Produce Exchange. 

Manufacturers’ Club, Philadelphia. 

This matter was ably presented to our 
association last year in New York, by 


As- 







































































THIRD SESSION. 


Tuesday Afternoon, September 8. 


President Main called the convention 
to order and said: ‘‘Since the last ses- 


sion the secretary has been handed | yy. 0, F, Whitelaw of St. Louis, who 
credentials from the Massachusetts | ot the time stated the object of the Na- 


Association, 4@P- | tional Transportation Association, and 
we quote from their constitution as fol- 
lows: 

“The object of the association shall b< 
to take such action as may be deemed 


expedient and to the interest of the com- 


State Pharmaceutical 
Mr. T. M. Harris of Worcester and Mr. 
J. H. Manning of Pittsfield as delegates 
On behalf of our asso- 
ciation T extend to those gentlemen the 
privileges of the floor, and if any of 
them be present we would be glad to hereatter arize, bearing 


exist, or may 


Bene ele ee ee — = — upon the matter of transportation and 
salen tg a wy eects ve the relation between the public and the 
roceed W e regule > rE ers.” 
business, which is the reading of the "a toon suggest that. inasmuch 
report of your treasurer. In his ab- | 4. there is an influential organized as- i 
sence, it will be presented by the chair- sociation ‘for the specific purpose of 
sia eee Auditing Committee, Mr. operating as a harrier between shippers 
Daniel + ee ~The treasurer has and transportation companies, the N. 
sat ee ear “|W. D. A. apply for membership. Re- 


placed in my hands the following re- 
port: 


spectfully submitted, 
W. J. Walding, Chairman. 


Treasurer’s Report. 
The President—Gentlemen, you have 





Balance last report.......... $15.61 
POUT SOUUEIIE Go 05k 45.0086 deans 8,097.65 | heard the report of your Committee on 
__s«d| Transportation. Unless there is objec- 
88, F12.26 tion this report will go to the Board of 
DIMOUTHOMONES 6.5 bce es eivnses 8,111.86 | Control for their consideration. There 
__ | being no objection the report will be 
Ralance eee $1.40 | handed to the Board of Control accord- 
. ingly. Before proceeding further, T see 
Daniel Myers—As chairman of the Mr. Gilman, aa of the representatives 


Auditing Committee, IT am pleased to 
report, Mr. President and gentlemen, 
that T have carefully compared the 
vouchers and statement and find 
everything in order. The balance in 
the treasury fs $1.40, for which there 
is a check herewith from the treasurer, 
closing the account. 

The President—Gentlemen, you have 
heard the report of the treasurer and 
also the report of the Auditing Commit- 
tee. As Mr. Strong was not to be pres- 
ent at this meeting, IT appointed in ad- 
vance three of our members in the 
vicinity of Cleveland to act. Tf there 
is no objection this report will take the 
usual course. The next report called 
for will he the report of the Committe- 
” Transvortation. which will be read 
by the secretary. Gentlemen, give your 
attention to the reading of this report 


of the Massachusetts State Pharmaceu- 
tical Association, has entered the room. 
T would like to inform him that his 
delegation has been accorded the privi- 
leges of the floor, and if he has any- 
thing to say to us we should like to 
hear from him at this time. Mr. John 
A. Gilman, gentlemen. 

Mr. John A. Gilman—Mr. President 
and gentlemen, there is not much of in- 
terest to report from our association 
other than the fact that they have en- 
deavored to carry out the suggestions 
of this association as far as possible in 
regard to forming local associations, 
and we have been fairly successful. 
The retail trade has heen canvassed 
also on the matter of selling goods by 
proprietors direct to retail dealers, and 
something like S5 per cent., my impres- 
sion is, have expressed the wish and 
desire that manufacturers would dis- 
continue selling to the retailers direct, 
for the reason that they deem that 
while the remaining 15 per cent. may 
be getting some advantage—in this per- 
cent. the cutter is included—the latter 
never would have made as low prices, 
or have become as hard a competitor of 
the retail trade as heisto-day had it 
not been for the fact that the pronrietor 
sold him the goods direct, and thereby 
he was put in a better position than he 
would have been had he been obliged 
to buy his goods through the trade. A 
very large majority, as you will see by 


Report of the Committee on Trans- 
portation. 
Mr. President and Gentlemen: 

Asa committee senarated several hun- 
dred miles. we find ourselves in. the 
same position: any one man or firm of 
our association does, in endeavoring to 
present a grievance to a company on 
the subject of transvortation. 

You are met gentlemenly, the 
rules are arbitrary. A client sent 
from one office to another. each one in 
his turn acknowledging the complaint 
is just and right, and states it will he 


but 


is 


acted upon at an earlv date: vou are 
howed out in a graceful manner and | the statement T have made, is of that 
vour memorandum is pigeonholed. | opinion, and we sincerely hope that im- 


mediate action may be taken by this 
association looking toward bringing all 
manufacturers to the opinion of the few 
who decline orders from the retail deal- 
er direct. T do not know, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that there is anything further to 
report. 

The President—I am exceedingly glad 
to learn that the pharmacists of Mas- 
sachusetts are so well organized, and 
that they have taken so sensible a 
view of the business question that Mr. 
Gilman has presented. I am sure that 
if the chairman of our Committee on 
Proprietary Goods were here he would 
be very much gratified and would 
make a sunitahle reply. The next regu- 
lar business hefore the association will 
be the reception of the report of the 
Committee on the Drug Market, Mr. 
George L. Muth, chairman. 

The following report was then read 
by Mr. George L. Muth, chairman of 
the committee: 

Report of Committee on Drug Mar- 
ket. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen of the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation: 

The great depression in all trades ex- 
isting at the time of our last meeting, 
we regret to say, has not passed away; 
but from present appearances may con- 
tinue to the end of this year. True, 
some of the leading industries of the 
country are booming up. 

There being no agitation of the tariff, 
but considerable agitation of the finan- 
cial questions (gold and silver) may 


When you have another complaint, you 
file it away yourself and pocket your 
wrath. 

The classifications of rates, as anplied 
to gonds we handle, are no doubt cor- 
in the main. Tn very manv in- 
stances, however, they are decidedly 
wrong. For example: FEpsom salts are 
shipped as first class in less than car- 
load lots, and fourth class in full ear. 
Considering this article is not hazard- 
ous to handle and always in good pack- 
ages, and an item of so little value, it 


rect 


ment. 

This is only one item of many, but 
suffices as an example. 

Your committee has had considerable 
correspondence with Mr. Geo. F. Stone, 
secretary of the “National Transporta- 
tion Association,” whose headquarters 
are in Chicago, and has looked into the 
workings of this association. We be- 
lieve it would be wise for the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association § to 
seek a membership in that body. It is 
an organization of some years’ stand- 
ing, composed of mercantile organiza- 
tions, boards of trade, and chambers of 
commerce, as per the following list of 
membership: 

The Millers’ 
Milwaukee. 

Board of Trade, Chicago. 

Chicago Freight Bureau. 

Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce. 

Board of Trade, Peoria. 

Boston Chamber of Commerce. 

Merchants’ Exchange, St. Louis. 

Louisville Board of Trade. 


National Association, 


mercial public, upon the questions which ; 





have delayed the expected revival that 

we all hoped would set in at the begin- 

i ning of the new year, 1895. 
{ There being so many artic¥es in the 
drug line that we have to handle, nec- 
essarily there were some considerable 
fluctuations. 

The failures in the drug trade are far 
less than in any other mercantile busi- 
ness in the country; certainly good 
cause for congratulation. 
i Acid, Benzoic.—Extoluol is now in 

process of being manufactured in this 

country, and five tons have been placed 
‘ at a price very much less than the im- 

ported. The outcome of this attempt, 
, however, will not be known until de- 

liveries have been made on account of 
; contract. Prices quoted 47c. to 50c. 
' for the imported. 

Acid, Boracic.—Quoted October, 10\c. 
and in April 914c., at which it is now 
held. California offered in May at &c. 
for crystals, and 9c. for powder; in 
' June American is quoted 7c. to 8c. 

Acid, Carbolic.—In drums from 12c. 
to 14c., and in bottles 17c. to 22c., some 
| certain makers asking much _ higher 





‘ prices. 
Acid, Citric—Has been very steady, 
| only a change of 2c.; quoted September. 

184, 37l%4c., and August, 1895, 3514c.; 

July, 1895, 3614c. 

Acid, Oxalic—Very slight change 
during the year; 74c. September, 1894, 
and 7%c. to Tie. in August of this 
year. 

| Acid. Salicylic.—Here we have a very 
large decline; was 97c. in October, 56c. 
jin February, 50c. in May and 45c. in 
| July; in August some makes 41c. The 
cause of the heavy decline is said to 
| have been brought on by those manu- 
facturers outside of the pool who had 
accumulated heavy stocks. It is prob- 
able the present low price will remain. 

Acid, Tartaric.—October was 22lc., 
and has advanced, selling in June at 
2614c., at which price it remains to-day. 

Acid, Acetanilid—In October sold 32c. 
and is quoted in August, in quantity, 
at 28e. to 2c. 

Alcohol, Grain.—This article had but a 
slight change during the past year, 
sling in October, $233; February 
$2.40; April, $2.36; May, $2.29; July, 
$2.35, ard August, $2.34. These are 
the net figures, as the rebate was with- 
drawn time of our last annual meeting, 
October, 1894. 

Alcohol, Wood—Which had been sell- 
ing all winter at 7T0c. was advanced in 
March to 90c., which is ruling price in 
August. 

Antifebrin.—11c. per oz. in 500 oz. lots 
has been price all during this vear. 

Ammonia, Carbonate.—There has 
been no change, English and American 
8c. to S\c. 

Ammonia, Muriate Lump. — No 
change in lump; 9c. in casks. 

Ammonia, Muriate Granulated.—Sell- 
ing at 7c. to Tli4c., can now he bought 
for 6l4c. 

Arrowroot. — The importation from 
July, 1894, to July, 1895, was 99,736 
Tbs., valued at $8,513. It is reported 
the consumption of genuine Bermuda 
arrowroot in this country seems to have 
dwindled down to about two thousand 
pounds a year. We should recommend 
to the trade to stop labeling and selling 
fine grades of St. Vincent “Bermuda.” 
While habit has almost sanctioned this 
custom, still it is contrary to those prin- 
ciples that, we may flatter ourselves, 
generally govern trade relations in the 
wholesale drug trade. Prices quoted, 
American, 414c.; St. Vincent's, 614c. to 
8l4c.; Bermuda, 28c. to 31c. 

Balsams, Copaiba (Central America.)— 
Selling in October 34c. and gradually 
declining to 3lc. and 32c. 

Balsam, Canada Fir.—Selling in Octo- 
ber $3 gal., dropping, November, to 
$2.25, and now $2.10 to $2.15 in bbls. 

Balsam Peru.—This is one article in 
trade that has fluctuated very much, 
selling in October $1.60, advancing in 
February $1.75 to $2.50, in April, $2.75; 
May, $2.50; June, $2.25; July, $2.15; Au- 
gust, $2.15. 

Balsam, Tolu.—Another article that 
has rapidly advanced, the present price, 
40c., having been paid in 1888, the 
price in October was 24c., January, 28c.; 
April, 30c.; June, 25c. to 40c., and some 
holders now ask 42c. 

















Bark, Cascara Sagrada—Has_ ruled 
very steady, 3%c. to 5c. 
Bark, Cinchona.—Price has_ been 


| downward, ruling from 15c. to 22c. 

Bark, Sassafras. — This has been 
rather scarce at certain seasons, price 
ruled from 2c. for very common to 6c. 
for prime, the latter quoted 5léc. in 
August. 

Berries, Cubeb.—This article has been 
very low past year, regular old-time 
price, selling in October 12c. to 17c., 
November, 8c. to 12c.; April, 12c. to 16c., 
and remaining so at close of this report. 

Berries, Juniper—Sold in October 2c. 
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and gradually dropped to 1c. in June, 


now again Selling at 2c. 


Berries, Saw Palmetto.- sale of 


~The 


this new drug has increased very much | 


Mat few year’s, prices have also fluctu- 
atéd, selling as low as 3'c., are quoted 
April 6c. to 8c., August 4c, to 6c. 

Borax—Has fluctuated from 7c, down 
to Dc. in January, in March, 6\c.; June, 
B%c.; July, 540.5 August, 54c 

Blue Vitriol—Advanced from 3c. to 
4c., which is the price in July; August, 
Be. to Swe. 

Bismuth.—Metallic having declined in 
April, price of sub-nitrate reduced to 
$1 per Ib. 

Reans, Vanilla (Mexican).—Ruling 
price has been from $5 to $12, as to 
quality and length. 

‘Beans, Tonka (Angostura). 
October $1.40, in May $1.75, 
$1.80, August $1.90 to $2. 

Caffeine.—This has been one of the 
mysteries in prices the past year, 
prices below will show how rapidly 
they changed: Oct. 15, $3; Oct. 30, $4; 
Nov. 1, $4.50; Nov. 10, $5; Nov. 20, $7; 
Dec. 10, $6; Dee. 20, $5; Dec. 30, $4.50; 
Feb. 1, $5.50; March 1, $7.50; April 1, 
9.50; July 1, $8.50; Aug., $6.50 to $7.50. 

Camphor, American.—Another one of 
the articles in the drug trade that has 
had its declines and advances the past 
year, sold in October, 42c.; December, 


Selling in 
in June 


Mie.: January, 36c.; February, 34c.; 
February 20, 36c.; March, 38c.; May, 
¥4e.; June, 50c.; June 18, 54e.; July, 


D4c.; August, 54c. 
Camphor, Japan.—This has kept mov- 
ing with the American make; selling, 


October, 40c.; November, 33c.; June, 
48c. to 50c. 

Chloral Hydrate.—Price reduced to 
Soe. in bulk. 


Cinchoridia Sulphate—Has ruled very 


even during the year, 2c. to 24c., as to 
quantity. 
Cocaine.—Again one of the articles 


that has its ups and downs; price in 
October, $5 per oz.; December, $5.50; 
March, $6.50; April, $5.75; May, $8.25; 
June, $4.50; August, $4.55. 

Cream Tartar—Was 17%c. in Octo- 
ber, 1894, and was advanced in May 
to 19%. 

Cantharides, Russian.—This has de- 
clined during the year; price last Oc- 
tober, 65c., declined in May to 58c. and 
July to 56c. 

Cantharides, Chinese — Have 
steady all the year at 26c. 

Cuttlefish.—Trieste has been steady 
from 8c, to 8c. 

Dragon Blood Reeds.—The price rul- 
ing in October last, 70c. to S0c., was 
advanced in November to $1, declining 
in March to 90c., and in June to 65c.; 
August, 65c. 

Dragon Blood, Mass.—Selling in Octo- 
ber at 18c., has dropped to 16c. in July; 
high grades quoted at 35c. to 45c. 

Ergot.—This has declined very much, 
Spanish declining from 25c. in October 


ruled 


to 19¢. in July, and German from 22c. 
to 15¢e. and 17c. in July. 
Flower, Arnica.—These have ruled 


very low all the year, price in October 


being 7TY%c., and in July Te. to Tie.; 
August, 6M%c. to Te. 
Chamomile, German.—The German— 


there being a large crop in 1894, the 
range of price has been very steady, 
from 9c. to 14c.; the crop of 1895 is 
said to be a very good one, and prices 
remain 12c. to 15c. for the new in July. 

Chamomile, Roman.—The price of 
this has changed very little, from 10c. 
to 1lde., as to quality, being the price. 

Glycerine—Has remained at a low 
price all the year, selling at 12e¢. ‘in 
October in drums, and dropping in Jan- 
uary to 1le. in drums, which is the 
price in August, barrels 11%c. to 12c., 
and cans 12c. to 14%4c., as to brand. 

Guarana.—This declined very much 
during the year, selling in October at 
S5c., gradually dropping, and is quoted 
in July at 67e. 

Gum Arabic.—The better grades have 
ruled pretty regular during the year. 
Firsts, from 42c. to 47c.; seconds, 28c. to 
80c.; thirds, 22c. to 25c. Sorts were 13c. 
to 14c. in October, and in January ad- 
vanced to 17c. and 18¢c.; July, 14c. to 
15e. 

Gum, Asafoetida.—This has had many 
changes during the year. Price in Oc- 
tober was 20c. to 30c.; December, 30c. 
to 38c.; March, 25c. to 30c., and now, 
July, 15c. to 20c.; August, 14c¢. to 20c. 

Gum, Benzoin—Has ruled from 2hc. 
to 838c. all the year. 

yum, Kino—Has been run up to a 
very high figure during the year, sell- 
ing in October, $1.50; November, $1.75; 
January, $2; April, $2.50, and in May 
it was quoted as high as $3, dropping 
in June to $2 and in July to $1.75: 
August, $1.50 per pound. 

Gum, Mastic.—This has declined about 
15 per cent. during the year; now 
quoted at 48c. to 52e., 

Gum, Tragacantha.—Aleppo, first sell- 
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ing in November 68c. a in duly de- 


| clined to 57c. and 60c. 


Gum, Guaiac—Has ruled very steady 


all the year, price ranging from 12c. to 
20c. 
Gum, Gamboge.—This has. declined, 


quoted in October at 50c. to 52c., and 
in August 40c. to 42c. 

Gum, Shellac.—It has been very dif- 
ficult to keep the run of prices of this 
article, quoted in October 24c. to 40c. 
(in December D. C. was quoted F2c.), in 
April 25c. to 40c., in July 2S8c. to 40c., 
August 25c. to 39c. 

Leaves, Buchu.—Short sold in Octo- 
ber 7c. to 9c., and this price has de- 
clined, quoted in July at 6c. to 9c. The 
long leaf has been steady at 18c. to 22c. 


Leaves, Coca.—The Huanuco was 
quoted in April at 40c. to 45c., in 


August 35¢. Truxillo, in April, 22c; in 
August, 18c. 

Leaves, Senna (Alexandria).—Garbled, 
15e. to 20c. has been the ruling price; 
sifting 5l4c. to Sc., as to quality. 

Leaves, Senna (Tinnevelly).—The 
grades have been quoted as low as 4ec., 
the higher grade from 12c. to 16c. 

Leaves, Digitalis—Has been very 
steady from 6l4c. to 10c., as to quality. 

Leaves, Belladonna.—Have declined 
from 12¢. to 9c. 

Leaves, Hyoscyamus.—The 
this is in the range from 7c. 
to quality. 

Manna.—Small flakes sold in October 
at 27c.; January, 25c.; July, 23c. Large 
iain, October, 70c.; July, 55c. 

Menthol.—Thi@ sold at $4.35 in Octo- 
ber, declining to $4.25 in January, ad- 
vancing to $4.75 in April, and declining 
to $4.50 in July, $4.25 in August. 

Morphia.—The price of morphia has 
been rather fluctuating, selling in bulk, 
October, $1.75; January, $1.90; March, 
$1.75; July, $1.50, and August, $1.40. 

Oil Aniseed.—This has fluctuated very 
much the past year quoted in October, 
$2.10; November, $2.27; December, 
$2.10; January, $1.87; February, $1.60; 
March, $1.50; April, $1.60; June, $1.50: 
July, $1.52%, and August, $1.60. 

Oil Bergamot.—This has been very 
steady during the past year, $1.70 to 


low 


price of 
to 15ec, as 


$2.15. 


Oil Cassia—Has fluctuated considera- 
bly; price in October, $1.10; November, 
$1.25; January, $1.10; February, $1.00; 
April, $1.15; July, $1.35; August, $1.50. 

Oil Citronella—Has advanced very 
much; price October, 25c.: April, 23c.; 
May, 30c.; June, 32c.; July, 40¢.; Au- 
gust, 36c. to 40c. 

Oil Cloves.—The price has been very 
steady all the year, 50c. to Hie. 

Ol) Coriander.—This has had a heavy 
decline; selling, October, $15.00; quoted 
in July, $10.00. 

Oil Croton—Has been Thc. 
year. 

Oil Cubebs.—Declined very much; in 
October the price was $1.35; February, 
$1.00; May, $1.19; August, $1.10. 

Oil Lemon.—Prices have probably 
never been so low as this year, good oil 
selling as low as 80c.; Sanderson, $1.15; 
and some grades quoted at 60c. August 
Sanderson, $1.30, and other brands Shc. 
to $1.10. 

Oil, Neroli.—Petale, quoted in October 
$25 to $28, and in August $39 to $42. 

Oil, Orange Sweet.—Price in October 


all the 


$100 to $1.13, and July, $1.15 te $1.35. 


Oil Penanyroyal—Has not changed 
much during the year; quoted 90c. to 


$1.10. 


Oil Peppermint.—This ‘ee has fluctu- 
ated, selling in October H. H., $2.20; 
Wayne Co., $1.90; ‘Wieser $1.75; 
January Wayne Co., $1.75: Western, 


$1.60; April Wayne Co., $1.65; Western, 


$1.50; August Wayne Co., $2.00; West- 
ern, $1.75. 

Oil Sassafras. Natural.—Price is very 
low, 28c. to 32c. being the quotation, 
and 21c. to 23c. for the artificial. 

Oil Spearmint—Has been very steady 
all the year at $1.30; advanced in July 
to $2.00. 

Oil Wintergreen, Natural.—Price 
dropped during the year to $1.20. It is 
now ‘held at $1.30, and the artificlal {s 
quoted 90c. to 5c. 

Oil Wormseed Balto.—Price has been 
steady all the year from $1.10 to $1.25. 
It is getting more difficult to get pure 
oil every year. 

Oil, Castor.—The price has remained 
the same all the year, 10c. in bbls, and 
10%c. in cases, this being 200-gallon 
price. 

Oil, Cod Liver (Norwegian).—Here we 
have a very heavy advance. Prices re- 
mained steady until February, when re- 
ports of the poor catch caused a rapid 
advance. In April, reports of second 
catch being good, we again had a de- 
cline. In the latter part of May, when 
it was reported that the yield of oil was 
very small, oil advanced, and is now 
nearly double the price it was in 
October, 1894. The ranges are as fol- 
lowe: October, $27; November, $30; 





March, "$40: yaa $30: 


February, $35; 
July, $45 to $50; 


May, $35; June, $40; 
August, new se $50. 

Oil, Cod Live 
ing at 60c. aaaon in October, and good 
oll being quoted SOc. to 85c. a gallon in 


August, 

Oil, Olive, Virgin.—Price quoted $1.35 
to $1.50 per gallon. 

Oil, Olive Malaga.—Quoted 53c. to 
hide. gallon. 

Oil, Cottoiseed.—White Winter has | 
been steady from 34c. to 38e., all the | 
year. 

Oil, Sperm Bleached Winter.—No 


change since last October, 65c. to 67c. 


a gallon, 


Opium.—The past year has seen many 
changes in the price of this drug. We 
give below the nprie for each month: 


$2.35; 
$2.25; 
April, 

July, 


selling, October, $2.10; November 
December, $2.40; January, 
February, $2.10; March, &2.20; 
$1.85: May, $1.65: June, $1.70; 
$1.60; August, $1.621%4 to $1.65. 


Paris Green.—The price wes not fixed 


by the combine until May 7, and was 
advanced 5e. per pound May 13. In 
July it was reduced to same price as 


Southern merchants complain 
at the late date at which the 
was announced, The opening 
follows: Arsenic, 
20%4c.; 14-pound 


May 13, 
very much 
first price 
were as 
100-pound kegs, 


prices 


20¢.; 


cans, 22c., with the rebate of 3l4c. per 
pound for ten ton lots and over. 
Potash, Bicarb.—Has been very steady, 
Sic. to Nic. 
Potash, 3ichrome.—This has not 
changed in priee—S%ec. to 9¢.. as to} 
quantity; August advanced to 10c. 


Potash, Chlorate, English.—Selling in | 
October 114e., in April 9c. to MAec., in 
July 10, 

Potash, Bromide.—Advanced 2c. in 
May, quoted 38c. to 59c., as to quantity. 

Potash, Todide.—Has been steady all 
year, $2.75 

Potash, Prussiate, Yellow—Has dec- 
clined during the _ year. American 


quoted last October at 24c., and in July 


18t4c. to 19. 
Potash, Prussiate, 


Red.—The price has 


been steady all the year, 40c. to 48c 

Quicksilver—Has been irregular; in 
Netober, fNe.: March, 47e.; April. 58e.; 
May, fle. to 57c.; June, 55c.; July, 53%4¢ 
August, f2e. 


Quinine.—The agent’s price for this 
has been 25c. all the year, and they now 
seem to have pretty good control of it. 
The quotations ontside have heen as fol- 
lows: Octoher, 24e.: December, 23c.: 
January "% it was offered at 21'%4c.; latter 


part of January, 23%¢.. and gradually 
advanced; quoted in July at 24%4c. to 
Ae. 

Roots, Ginsenge.—Quoted in Octoher 
at $2.50 to S250, and ts now, in July, 
quoted at $2.25 to $3.2h. 

Roots, Goldenseal.—Price has heen 
low all during the year, now quoted 
18l4c. to 1N¢. 

Roots, Jalap.—Has declined, quoted in 
MOetober We., and declining in June to 
18e. for very choice root 

Root, Tnecac.—This is advancing 
again. Offered in Octoher at 81.0%, it 
has gradually gone up to $1.25 in 
August. 

Root, Mayapple—Ts very cheap; good 


fall August quoted 3c. to 2c. 

Root, Pink.—Goond rant has not heen 
very plentif-1l; the quotations are 19c. 
to 98e., as to anality. 

Root, Rhubarb—tas ru'ed fron 2Me. to 


Oc. per pound; demand not so heavy 
this vear. 

Root. Senega (Minnesota)—Has grad- 
nally declined, quoted in October 30ec.; 
November, 28e.; February. 32c.; March 
28e.: June, 2c.; August, 24c. 

Root. Senega (Southern)—Has held 
very steady price, 40c. to 4c. 

Root, Stillingia—Has declined from 
114c. in October to 3c. in July. 


Root, Serpentaria (Texas).—Quoted in 
October at 20¢.: December, 25c¢.; Janu- 
ory, 35c.; April, 28ce.; July, 2Z2c.; August, 
21e. 

Root, Serpentaria (Virginia).—October 
°4e.. and in December 3hc., at which it 
is quoted in July; August, 28c. 

Root, Lady Slipper.—Quoted in Octo- 
her at 9c. and in July St4c.; August, 
10M%e. 

Root, Sarsaparilla (Mexico)—Was 
6c. in October and quoted at 5c. to 
Ge. in August. 


Saffron (American).—Quoted in Octo- 
ber at 45e.; November, 35c.; March, 40c.; 
April, 42c.; May, 40c.; July, 35c.; 
August, 32c. to 35c. 

Saffron, Spanish, Valencia—Has ad- 
vanced; quoted, October, $5; January, 
$6.50; August, $6.25. 

Salicine—Has advanced during the 
year, selling in October at $1.65, and 
advancing in February to $2, at which 
price it is né@éw quoted. i 

Salol.—Prices remained steady all the 
year, 25-lb. cans, $3.05; 1-lb. bottles, 
$3:25 per Ib. 


: (Newfoundland).—Sell- | 


| uary, 


| March, 6c. in April, 74%4c. in June, 


kegs, | 


18 








Santonine—Declining in September, 


‘= ruled steady at $2.50 during the 
year. 

Seeds, Canary—Ruled irregular in 
| October; Smyrna, 3%c.; Sicily, 3'4c.; 
January, Smyrna, 2%c.; Sicily, 3c.; 
| March, Smyrna, 2%%4c.; Sicily, 2%c.; 
April, Sicily, 3c.; May, Smyrna, 2\c.; 


Sicily, 2%c.; June, Smyrna, 2%c.; Sicily, 
3iKc.; July, Smyrna, 2%c.; Sicily, 3c.; 
August, Smyrna, 2%c. 

Seeds, Celery.—The low price in Octo- 
ber, 94%4c., was reduced to 8\%c. in Jan- 
tu 8c. in April, advancing to 9c. 
in May, to 10c. in July, to 9c. in Au- 
gust. 

Seeds, 
October, 


Coriander.—Price was 9c, in 

Tic. in January, 6c. in 
Tc. 
in July, 6c. in August, and 4%c. for 
September delivery. 

Seeds, Hemp—Were very steady, 2\c. 
to 2Ue., until July, when price ad- 
vanced to 3e, 

Seeds, Mustard, Yellow Calif.—In Oc- 
tober 3t4c. and in July dropped to 2%e, 

Seeds, Mustard, Trieste—Remained 
steady all year, 5c. to Sie, 

Seeds, Sunflower.—There being good 
large stocks, prices have ruled from 
Sl4c. to 4c. all year. 

Seeds, Watermelon.—ic. to 7e., as to 
quantity, kas been the ruling price. 

Silver, Nitrate.—Selling in October, 
{14c.; January, 41c.; March, 438c.; 
April, 45e.; May, 44c., at which price it 
has remained. _ 

Soap, Castile, Conti, White—Ruled all 
the year Mc. to D%e. 

Soap, Castile, Mottled, Pure—Declined 
le., selling in October 5c, now quoted 
ie. 

Soap, Castile, Mottled, Ordinaty.— 
Selling in October 414c. to 4%e., in May, 
3%ec., at which it remains. 

Soda, Bicarb., English—Has ruled at 
low figures: in October, 2\c., sold in 
June 1 7-10c., quantity lots. 

Soda, Salicylic —Prices were reduced 
very much: in October, %c.; February. 
HOec.; June, 55e.: August, 52c. 

Sugar Milk Powder.—In October 10c. 
to 11¢.; December. 9c. to 11¢.; March, 
12c. to 14¢.; July, 1e. 'to 15¢.; August, 
14¢. to 18e. 

Sulphur.—Prices have been all 
vear 1%c. roll, 4c. for flowers, 
usual discount, as to quantity. 

Wax (Yellow)—Has been high all the 
vear: October, 29¢.: November, 32c.: 
February. 20c.; April, 34¢c.; July, 31c.; 
Auenst, ec. 

Wax (Brazil).—This has fluctuated 
very much; October, 20¢.; December, 
20¢.; January, 38e. to 38e.: February, 
2Ne, to 28e.; March. 2c. to 20e.: Anril, 
Me to 28e.: May, 23c. to 25e.: July, 21e. 

Geo. Tl. Muth, Chairman. 


the 
less 


to 2e. 


The President—Gentlemen, you have 
heard the report of the Committee on 
the Drug Market embracing the fluctu- 
ations in the market during the past 
year. Tf there he no objection this will 
zo to the Roard of Control. There be- 
ing none. it is so referred. The next 
regular husiness before the assocta- 
tion will he the presentation of the re- 
port of the Committee on Proprietary 
Goods, which, in the absence of Mr. 
Kline. will be nresented by Mr. George 
A. Kelly, acting chairman. Gentlemen, 
give your attention to Mr. Kelly. 


Mr. George A. Kelly—Mr. President 
and members of the association: In 
this report of the Committee on Pro- 
prietary Goods TI have the pleasure 
first to read the renort which was sent 
hv the chairman of the committee from 
Europe, and just arrived in time to be 
nresented, At the meeting in Chicago 
Mr. Kline stated that he would make 
an effort, and thought that he could 
give us a promise, to send the report 
from Europe. There were a few that 
thought he would be so taken up with 
the novelty of the scenery and his gen- 
eral surroundings that it would be im- 
possible for him to give any attention 
to a matter of this kind. But, true to 
his promise, he sent it, and sent it in 
time. As has been stated to you, I re- 
luctantly consented to accept the posi- 
tion of acting chairman during his ab- 
sence, Feeling my inadequacy from 
having been so long out of this position, 
but being pressed by a number of the 
members of the association and of the 
committee, I finally consented. I beg 
to assure you, Mr. President and gen- 
tlemen, that I will be more careful in 
the future. I do not expect to accept 
a position of this kind again, for I have 
been made to realize more than ever 
the amount of anxiety and worry and 
annoyance that falls to the chairman 
of this committee from the various sec- 
tions of this country, owing to the want 
of fidelity to a plan which is for the 
good of the whole association, and of 
the ® ““vade of the United States. 
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Report of Committee on Proprietary 
Articles. 
It is unnecessary in this, the eighth 


annual report by the present chairman, 
to refer in detail to the work of the 


committee during the time it was under | 


my charge, as the various circulars, is- 
sued from time to time, brought that 
fully to the attention of the members 
of this organization. I will, therefore, 
only venture the statement that the 
work was kept up as aggressively and 
actively as during any previous year, 
and no stone was left unturned to in- 
sure, as far as this committee could 
control it, the upholding of the rebate 
system. Notwithstanding this, I am 
bound to say that the conviction that 
we are losing ground has grown upon 
me during the year. The weakness of 
some links in the chain holding rebate 
protection is becoming more and more 
apparent, and I am fully convinced that 
the views in the circular issued in May 
last correctly expressed the status of 
the contract system without any ex@s- 
geration; nor is the present condition a 
matter of surprise to those who have 
watched the operations and tendencies 
during latter years. No similar scheme 
tried by other associations or individual 
merchants in other lines of trade has 
stood the fiery ordeal of competition 
half as long as this without largely 
failing of its purpose or being utterly 
destroyed. 

The unintermittent activity and vigil- 
ance of this committee, ably supported 
by the integrity and loyalty of the 
great majority of wholesale dealers in 
proprietary articles, alone made it pos- 
sible to maintain it successfully thus 
far. But the actions of the weak and 
wavering, added to the disloyalty of a 
few, has, in my opinion, emphasized the 
imperative necessity for amending the 
plan. When trade conditions change as 
rapidly and radically as they have in 
this country, no system, however well 
planned fifteen years ago, can be ex- 
pected to continue to perform its func- 
these changed conditions. Real‘zing 
the importance of this, after congulta- 
tions without amendments meeting 
tion with the president, I called ¢ in- 
formal meeting of some of the mem- 
bers of this committee and a few promi- 
nent representative proprietors at the 
Fifth Avenue Hotel, in New York city, 
on May 2 last to hear Mr. Flanders, 
the president of the New England 
Grocers’ Association, explain a plan in 
successful operation by that association 
regulating the selling prices of a num- 


ber of specialties in their line. And, 
by the way, it might be well to add 
that as results of their first year’s 
operations, prices have been fully 
maintained on their specialties, there 
have been no complaints, and, after 


paying out some $10,000 expenses, they 
have a fund on hand of over $20,000 for 
distribution. Some features of their 
plan presented at this meeting by Mr. 
Flanders commended themselves so 
strongly to those present that the fol- 
lowing resolution was unanimously 
adopted near the close of the meeting: 


Resolved, That the chairman of this 
meeting (Mr. M. N. Kline) appoint a 
committee of not less than nine, of 
which he shall be chairman, for the 
purpose of recommending to the job- 
bing drug trade of the United States 
the careful consideration of the plan 
known as the New England Wholesale 
Grocers’ ‘Plan, and to obtain, as far as 
possible, an indorsement thereof, and 
a request for the adoption of a similar 
plan, which they are authorized, in the 
event of obtaining sufficient signatures 
in its favor, to formulate and submit 
to proprietors for their adoption, 

In order to facilitate the work, I at 
once appointed the following commit- 
tee: George A Kelly, F. L. Carter, Theo- 
dore F. Meyer, D. D. Philips, H. Mich- 
aels, W. J. Walding, Frank A. Faxon, 
E. G. Wells, J. C. Eliel, Thomas Lord, 
Cc. F. Weller, Daniel Myers, M. N. 
Kline, chairman. 

An outline of a plan, embodying the 
main features of that used by the New 
“ngland Grocers, was drawn up and 
submitted to Mr. J. G. Johnson, the at- 
torney, and after careful consideration 
by him was agreed upon and submitted 
to a meeting of wholesale druggists 
held in the city of Chicago, June 5, and 
by that meeting indorsed by the fol- 
lowing resolution, adopted by a vote 
nearly unanimous (two only being in 
the negative): 

Resolved, That the Western Associa- 
tion of Wholesale Druggists cordially 
approve the plan proposed by the com- 
mittee of nine, of which Mr. M. N. 
Kline is chairman. 

The following is the plan above re- 
ferred to: 


(This was printed in the Oil, Paint 
and Drug Reporter about June 5.) 
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The legality of this proposition is 
vouched for by Mr. Johnson, the most 
eminent legal authority this committee 
could find, in the following letter: 

Philadelphia, Pa., June 1, 
M. N. Kline, Esq. 

My Dear Sir: I have modified your proposed 
plan and now send the modification to you as 
I see no reason why, after carefully 

all the considerations pro and con, 
the proprietor, wh» desires to protect h's prices, 
shall not enter into an agreement for the ap- 
pointment of a general sales agent. and to do 
generally what is proposed. Very truly yours, 

John G. Johnson. 

The plan, with a circular letter of ac- 
ceptance to its conditions, was sent te 
all the jobbing drug members of the N 
‘WwW. D. A., and but seven replied in the 
negative. Out of 51 jobbing druggists 
not members of the N. W. D. A., 47 
signed the acceptance, and 4 replied i: 
the negative. 

No reply was received from 18 of the 
members of the N. W. D. A. Accept- 
ances in writing are on file from all but 
these 18, and the 7 in the negative. 

All the details of the machinery nec- 
essary to carry this into operation were 
carefully considered and largely agreod 
upon prior to my departure in June. It 
remains for the association to indorse 
the step by the committee to take the 
action called for respecting the select- 
ing of the members of the Arbitration 
Committee, and if this is done, then, of 
course, finally the adopting it by a suffi- 
cient number of manufacturers. The 
latter, T take it, will not be difficult if 
the wholesale druggists are sufficiently 
unanimous and emphatic in their de- 
mand for its adoption. 

The chief difficulties encountered by 
this committee in maintaining the pro- 


1895. 


above. 


tective features of the contract plan 
have been chargeable to the sale of 
manufacturers’ quantities at full re- 
bate discounts to those not entitled 


thereto as jobbers. This has gradually 
diverted the trade for rapidly selling 
articles out of the regular jobbing chan- 
nels. and, while it has resulted in geri- 
ous loss to the wholesalers, it has, upon 
the whole, been equally unsatisfactory 
te the vast majority of retailers. Of 
the latter, a comparatively small frac- 
tion have gained an advantage over 
their fellows in the way of discount. 
hut this, instead of permanently bene- 
fiting any. has simply aggravated the 
cutting evil. Tt has been the conviction 
of all who have studied the question 
carefully and honestly that uniformity 
of cost is the only protection it is prac- 
tical for manufacturers to grant retail- 
ers under present conditions. This view 
has heen taken by the retailers them- 
selves. as shown by the action of the 
New England retailers, and a practical 
trial of this plan above outlined and 
now submitted for your action will cer- 
tainly convince those few who are still 
sceptical upvon this point. As is well 
known, under the present loose system 
cutters at retail in many obtain 
their supplies direct from manufactur- 
ers. with all the discounts, and this 
enables them to sell a single package 
at about the same figure the average 
druggist pays for his supplies. This has 
caused a scrambling by other retailers 
for similar terms, which in many cases 
are secured through division of quanti- 
ties, and thus all semblance of uni- 
formity of cost to retailers and protec- 
tion in their legitimate profit to whole- 
sa'ers is rapidly vanishing and general 
demoralization has begun. If this is to 
be checked the lines will have to be 
more sharply drawn, and it is believed 
the plan now proposed will accomplish 
this. Wholesalers will have to choose 
whether they are content to go on as 
now, or whether they can agree united- 
ly to insist upon a change, which, while 
working no injury to their friends, the 
retailers, will leave the distribution in 
the channel in which by general ad- 
mission all around it properly belongs, 
and manufacturers will sooner or later 
have to decide whether they can afford 
to ignore the jobbers and market their 
products direct. Your action upon this 
plan submitted should be to courteously 
but firmly insist upon a decision upon 
this question now. And, let me add, do 
not make the mistake of asking this 
without at the same time promptly and 
cheerfully conceding the point of wil- 
lingness to defer payments of rebates 
as provided, pledging your support to 
those proprietors who will adopt this 
plan. 

The expenses of this committee dur- 
ing the year just past have been neces- 
sarily large. The money has been ju- 
diciously expended, and never without 
consultation with our late lamented 
treasurer. I cannot promise any de- 
crease in the expenses in the future 
under the present system. And if the 
results attained were always satisfac- 
tory, this would not demand _ serious 
consideration, But, as already inti- 
mated, as fast as one leak or set of 


cases 


| with our filling his orders.” 






























leaks is closed up, others are opened, 
and so long as the present methods 
continue we will not make substantial 
progress. The following is one case 
out of hundreds on file: Last month a 
shipment of several gross of a proprie- 
Cincinnati cutter 


tary article to the 
was traced to Elgin, Ill. The proprie- 
|} tor, upon inquiry, reported making 


shipments to the Elgin retail druggist 
in question, stating, “The above bills 
were both paid for in advance, and we 
learnt nothing which would interfere 
At this 
same time several other proprietors 
had written the committee, desiring in- 
formation about this Elgin party, and 
the information obtained was: “The 
party in question has solid out, and, 
we understand, purchased very largely 
certain kinds of medicines direct from 
the manufacturers prior to selling out.” 
If the proprietor who made the ship- 
ment had written to the committee for 
information the order would not have 
been filled. 

There have 
the committee 
merchants violating 
is a sample one: 

A proprietor wrote the committee as 
follows: ‘‘We desire to know whether 
you are acquainted with John Doe Co., 
Wheeling, W. Va., They are desirous 
of jobbing our goods, and are quoted 
as a very responsible grocery house. 
We suppose that were they to sign re- 
bate contract they would live up to 
the same; and if your reply is favor- 
able to them, we would consider the 
question of placing them among our 
jobbing agents. In West Virginia and 
many of the Southern’ States’ the 
wholesale grocers handle a large line 
of patent medicines, and John Doe Co. 
say they handle a general line of patent 
medicines. The country stores of West 
Virginia handle most everything, from 
a needle to a plow, or from dry goods 
to patent medicines, consequently there 
is undoubtedly a legitimate demand 
which John Doe Co. could supply.” 

The committee replied that, as they 
claimed to “carry a general line of 
patent medicines,” it was strange the 
firm was totally unknown to them, 
considering the fact that on the lists 
of over 100 proprietors in the commit- 
tee’s hands, the name did not appear. 
The goods, however, were shipped, as 
the committee had no information to 
warrant the statement that the terms 
of sale would not be lived up to. With 
week four other proprietors in- 
quired about the same firm. sefore 
two weeks had elapsed several ship- 
ments arrived at Cincinnati for the 
Cincinnati concern from Wheeling con 
taining the articles of these different 
manufacturers, 

To illustrate the fact that there must 
be vigilance on the part of the manu- 
facturers as well as cn the part of the 
committee, [ will state that a jobbing 
drug house in Texas ordered from gsev- 
eral proprietors located in New York 
city directing that the goods be sent 
to a New York broker. Within a day 
or two after shipments arrived at Cin- 
cinnati from New York, consisting of 
these goods, inquiries were made of 
the proprietors interested, and the 
above facts brought to light. Had the 
proprietors notified this committee of 
these orders, and were it known to the 
trade that the committee would be 
kept fully informed of such matters, 
very few would venture these methods. 
Here were goods ordered from Texas, 
the freight deducted from the amount 
of the bill, and the goods then sent to 
Cincinnati by the broker; a barefaced 
fraud on the proprietor in more ways 
than one. Under the present system, 
detection amounts to nothing; the firm 
merely signs a castiron agreement, re- 
questing it sent to the proprietors indi- 
vidually, and shipments are again 
made, and the practice goes merrily 
on as before. 

This committee issued thirteen lists 
of supply agents during 1894, and this 
year have issued forty, showing how 
rapidly direct sales to retailers have 
increased, the bulk of the purchases 
going to Cincinnati. 

It has been pointed out in previous 
reports, and it is self-evident to all, 
that, while the operations of the legiti- 
mate wholesale druggists could be fair- 
ly well controlled, when transactions 
are extended at wholesale discount to 
any one presenting a check for the 
amount controlis at an end. This Jat- 
ter must stop, or I cannot advise the 
further voting of money for work 
which, however well intended, must be 
fruitless of results. I cannot again too 
strongly emphasize, therefore, the ne- 
cessity and importance of unanimous 
action on this matter. 

Although these transactions have 
made it much more difficult to prevent 
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supplies reaching the Cincinnati 

the committee are able to report that 
this concern has been very seriously 
hampered in its efforts to secure sup- 
plies, and the result of its year’s busi- 
ness must surely be anything but sat- 
isfactory. 

The correspondence during the year 
has again been very heavy; over 3,000 
original letters and 47 sets of circulars, 
nearly 16,000 copies have been mailed. 

There are many other matters which 
might be referred to in this report, but 
as I do not have the data before me, 
and the secretary will be able to supply 
any information desired by members, 
I believe it to be better to not lengthen 
my part of the report, but to leave it 
almost entirely devoted to the matter 
of chiefest importance and interest at 
this time. 

I am glad to feel that the work of 
this committee was left in the very best 
hands during my absence, and the act- 
ing chairman will, I know, supplement 
this report with matter bringing the 
work up to date. I take this oppor- 
tunity of expressing my deep regret at 
my inability to meet the members of 
our beloved organization this year; 
nothing would give me greater pleasure 
than to be at the Denver meeting. This 
being impossible, T desire to thank those 
who have so loyally seconded the efforts 
of this committee and have thus ren- 
dered possible that measure of success 
in our work that we have been able to 
maintain, and I desire also to convey 
an expression of my warmest apprecia- 
tion of the many kind messages of good 
will which were tendered from so many 
prior to my departure for this outing, 
which by the time this is submitted 
will be nearly at an end. May the 
meeting be harmonious, earnest and 
fruitful of renewed evidences of unity 
and strength of our association. is the 
wish of M. N., Kline. 

Mr. Kelly—Mr. President, I consider 
this a remarkable production. Though 
surrounded, as I said, by all the novel- 
ties of European scenery and new mat- 
ters and interests to attract his atten- 


tion, for Mr. Kline to sit down and 
prepare this report without a docu- 
ment at hand shows how’ much in 


earnest the chairman of this committee 
in reference to the matter in hand. 
The supplemental report by the acting 
chairman, T am glad to say, Mr. Presi- 
dent, is very short, as the report of the 
chairman, Mr. Kline, covered almost 
every point. 

Propric- 


Supplementary Report on 


tary Goods, 
at- 
of 


The responsibility and = gravity 
tendant upon the present condition 
the “Rebate Plan” rendered = my 
ceptance of the temporary chairman- 
ship of the Proprietary Gcods Com- 
mittee during Mr. Kline’s absence rath- 
er more serious in its import than is 
usual. 

While the satisfaction of being of serv- 
ice to the association and my friend, 
Mr. Kline, is great, I have also a keen 
realization of the weighty importance 
of the measures under consideration by 
the committee. But feeling assured of 
the sympathy and co-operation of all 
the committee, as well as the helpful 
and cordial interest of the ‘*Commit- 
of Nine,” called by the chairman 
after consultation with the president 
of the association, I have not hesitated 
in giving my services and attention to 
the matters in hand since they were 
relinquished by Mr. Kline. As acting 
chairman since June 1%, | can heartily 
indorse the statements” given in the 
chairman’s report in reference to the 
difficulties encountered under the pres- 
ent system. The work has been carried 
on upon the same lines, showing the 
great necessity for a radical change. 

At as early a date as possible, a visit 
was made to many of the leading pro- 
prietors by a committee consisting of 
Mr. Daniel Myers, Mr. F. L. Carter, 
Mr. Bower (the secretary) and myself, 
to secure, if possible, their adoption of 
the ‘“‘Amended” plan in the sale of their 
goods. 

The following proprietors were seen: 
Dr. R. V. Pierce (World's Medical As- 
sociation), H. H. Warner & Co., Mr. 
Bowne (of Scott & Bowne), Mr. Strat- 
ton (of Fellows’ Medicine ‘Mfg. Co.), Dr. 
Greene (of Drs. F. E. & J. A. Greene, 
Boston), J. C. Ayer Co., Mr. Pinkham, 
Jayne & Son and C. I. Hood & Co. 
With Mr. E. T. Hazeltine we have had 
very satisfactory correspondence. 

The committee was given a cordial 
reception by all these gentlemen, who 
expressed tneir earnest desire to aid 
the association in the adoption of more 
stringent regulations for the protection 
of their interests and the contract sys- 
tem. Some proprietors signified their 
willingness to adopt the plan; others 
wished a little time for consideration. 
As the annual convention was near at 
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hand, it was thought desirable to hear | with the request that they each appoint 


the views of the trade as there ex- 
pressed. All of them recognized the 
necessity for such amendments to the 
original plan as would prevent its 
varied and frequent violations, and we 
believe that if the association will give 
its hearty endorsement to the plan, as 
amended, the proprietors will adopt it. 

The committee, upon consultation 
with the president, and at the sugges- 
tion of proprietors, thought best to re- 
arrange the synopsis of the plan as 
first sent out, and to make some slight 
changes in it, tending to give it addi- 
tional simplicity and strength. The re- 


vised statement of the plan, with sug- 
gested forms of contracts between the 
proprietor and the general agent, the 


general agent and the sub-agent, is 
hereby attached as a part ef our report, 


The changes that have been made in 


the “‘Plan” do not, in our opinion, af- 
fect its legal standing—in the main, the 
plan is identical with the _ first one 


adopted, differing only in its arrange- 
ment. The committee desire to empha- 
size and reiterate the earnest appeal of 
the chairman in his report. 

George A. Kelly, Acting Chairman. 

Mr. Kelly—I have now, Mr. President, 
the pleasure of presenting the 
ment of the report as amended, 


The President—This, Mr. Kelly, is a | 


statement of the amended plan? 

Mr. Kelly—The statement of the 
amended plan as recommended by the 
Proprietary Committee, who have had 
it under consideration for the last two 
days. I might say further, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that in order to facilitate discus- 
sion on this subject when the matter 
is reported on, we are expecting to have 
printed copies of this paper to place in 
the hands of each member. 


Synopsis of Proposed Plan for the 
Handling and Sale of Proprietary 
Articles by the National Wholesale 
Drugegists’ Association, 


Recognizing the fact that the cutting 
of rebate prices and division of rebate 
quantities and other violations of con- 
tracts injurious to the interests of the 
manufacturer and jobber are becoming 
more frequent under the present plan, 
and believing that the plan here sug- 
gested will, if adopted, successfully 
meet such emergencies, we submit the 
following brief synopsis and respectful- 
ly desire yeur careful consideration of 
all its details. 

This plan was submitted by Mr. M. 
N. Kline, chairman of the Committee 
on Proprietary Goods, to the Western 
Association of Wholesale Druggists, at 
a meeting held in Chicago, June 5, 185, 
and after a thorough discussion the fol- 
lowing resolution was offered and car- 
ried, there being but two negative votes 
cast: 

Resolved, That the Western Associa- 
tion of Wholesale Druggists cordially 
approve the plan proposed by the Com- 
mittee of Nine, of which Mr. M. N. 
Kline is chairman. 

A. committee of fifteen, to be known 
as the Proprietary Goods Committee, 
consisting of one representative of the 
jobbing drug trade from each of the thir- 
teen “sections” of the United States to be 
appointed annually; each “section” 
naming its own representative annually 
not later than thirty days after the ad- 
journment of the regular annual con- 
vention of the N. W. D. A. Failing to 
make this appointment within this 
time the chairman of the committee shall 
make the appointment from among the 
wholesale druggists of that section; the 
committee to include further, a represen 
tative selected annuafly by the proprietors 
adopting this plan, if they so elect. 

The chairman of this committee to 
be elected at large by the members of 
the N. W. D. A. at each annual conven- 
tion. 
DUTIES OF THE PROPRIETARY 
COMMITTEE, 

1. The committee shall issue a lst 
of all parties who are and shall here 
after be classed as wholesale distribu- 
tors of Proprietary Medicines, This 
list shall be submitted to each proprie- 
tor desirous of working under this plan, 


GOODS 


state- | 


| the said agent shall give bend, to be 











who shall then euggest to the commit- | 
tee for their decision the names of any | 
others he may desire to add to the list, | 


stating his reasons with the name pro- 
posed. All those ineluded in this com- 


| of said new contract. 


| 


pleted list to be eligible as sub-agents | 
in the manner hereinafter prescribed, | 
it being the intention to provide a suf- | 


ficient number of sub-agents to insure, 
by reason of the commission paid to 
them, a thorough distribution of the 


proprietor’s products in all sections of | 


the United States, and the maintenance 
of his terms and prices. 

2. They shall select a capable man, 
whose name shall be presented to the 
Several proprietors adopting this plan, 
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proprietors and the committee, and to 
be included in agreement between the 
general sales agent and the sub-agent. 
Mr. Kelly—That ends the statement 
of the plan, Mr. President. Now I shall 
present the suggested forms of the con+ 
tract between the proprietor and the 
general agent, and the general agent 
and the sub-agent. d 
CONTRACT. 
BETWEEN THE PROPRIETOR 
GENERAL AGENT. 
We hereby agree that upon all orders 
of not less than . gross at one 
time, and for one delivery received by 
us from the wholesale houses that you 
may designate as your sub-agents and 
accepted by us as such, we will pay 
you a commission of per cent., 
upon receipt of payment of each in- 
voice. 
consideration of your services as dis- 
tributing agent at wholesale for our 
preparations throughout the United 
States, and for your services in assist- 
ing as in maintaining our prices. To 
this end it is agreed by you to refuse 
the application of a sub-agency, or the 
continuance of any sub-agency, from 
any wholesale house that shall be 
found to violate our selling prices as 
per our price list issued . date, 
until you can be assured that such 
house strictly maintain our terms of 


him as his General Sales Agent, and 


approved by the committee, for the 
faithful discharge of his duties. 

3. They shall serve as an arbitration 
committee on all questions arising be- 
tween the proprietors, the general 
agent and the sub-agents, a majority 
decision to be final on the rights of all 
aforesaid concerned, 

4, They shall select a reliable bank- 
ing institution as the depository of all 
commissions to be paid to the general 
sales agent by the proprietors adopting 
this plan. 

EACH 
who adopts this plan shall announce 
that his prices hereafter to all dealers 
will be his long prices only, freight 
upon quantity orders from the parties 
who shall be designated by the general 
agent as his sub-agent to be prepaid 
or deducted from the bill. He shall 
further agree, on receipt of remittance 
from authorized sub-agents, during the 
continuance of the sub-agency, and no 
longer, to pay to the banking institu- 
tion designated by the Proprietary 
Goods Committee as the depository, for 
the credit of the general sales agent... 
per cent. Commission, in consideration 
of said agent furthering the sale at 
wholesale of his preparations, at the 


AND THE 


PROPRIETOR 


prices designated by him. sale 

DUTASS OF THE GENERAL SALES AGENT. | Office of General Agency of ........- 
1st. He shall offer to each of the par- Preparations. 

ties designated by the committee as TERMS OF SALE (OR CONTRACT). 


wholesale distributers, a sub-agency 
for the distribution of the various pro- 
prietary articles represented by him. 
The conditions of this sub-agency shall 
be a strict compliance with the terms 
of sale as prescribed by each proprietor 
of his own products. 

2d. He shall pay quarterly to each 
sub-agent, during his continuance as 
@uch, a commission on all goods repre- 
sented by the general sales agent and 
purchased by the sub-agent during the 
quarter, the commission to be the same 
as that allowed by the proprietor to 
the general agent upon these pur- 
chases. 


y As you are considered a distributer at 
wholesale of the preparations repre- 
sented by this agency, you are respect- 
fully solicited to accept a sub-agency 
upon the following conditions: 

Upon purchases at one time and for 
one delivery in quantities of not less 
than ........ gross, and upon agree- 
ment not to quote or sell the prepara- 
tions of . , either directly or 
indirectly, or permit them to be dis- 
posed of in any way by your salesmen 
or others, at less than the prices stated 
on the inclosed price list, date.. 
upon receipt of remittances in full, a 
commission of ... per cent. on 
the net amount will be allowed, pay- 
able quarterly each year, provided that 
you have strictly complied with these 
terms above set forth, 

Should this agency have reason to 
believe that you have violated these 
terms of sale, the sub-agency will at 
once be canceled and there shall be no 
allowance upon any sales thereafter 
made, If you ghall have received no- 
tice from this agency that your sub- 
agency has been revoked, owing to re- 
ported violation of terms of sale, this 
agency will allow you an appeal to the 
committee known as the Proprietary 
Goods Committee, and if the commit- 
tee decide that the complaint is not 
well founded, you shall be entitled to 
eontinue to act as sub-agent. 

As it is a well-known fact that to 
thoroughly maintain the prices of .... 
inseam preparations is of great benefit 
to your individual business and to the 
trade, the wholesale house whose sig- 
nature is attached hereto, and who pur- 
chase through this agency any of these 
preparations, hereby agrees, in order to 
cover the expenses incurred, to pay an 
assessment, to be fixed by and be un- 
der the control of the Proprietary 
Goods Cammittee, 

The above conditions are thoroughly 
understood, and we hereby agree and 
consent to be bound by the same. 




















MANNER OF PAYING SUB-AGENT. 

At the expiration of every three 
months the general sales agent shall 
fill out an order upon the banking insii- 
tution selected by the committee as 
above provided in favor of each sub- 
agent for the amount of commission al- 
lowed him for sales under the plan to 
date, mailing same at once to the re- 
spective sub-agents. 

THE \GENTS 

Shall sign a contract with the general 
sales agent, @etting forth the condi- 
tions under which each proprietor act- 
ing under this plan desires his prepara- 
tions to be sold. This form and speci- 
fications of these several contracts to 
be decided by agreement between the 
proprietor and Proprietary Goods Com- 
mittee. If the proprietor or the general 
sales agent shall be of the opinion that 
any sub-agent has violated the terms 
of any of these contracts, the general 
agent shall revoke said sub-agency, and 
the appointment of said sub-agent shall 
thereupon cease and determine. Upon 
an appeal by the sub-agent to the Pro- 
prietary Goods Committee from the de- 
cision of the general agent, it shall be 
the duty of the committee to pass im- 
mediately upon the matter, and if the 
committee reverse the action of the 
general agent, the sub-agent shall pro- 
ceed as though his sub-agency had not 
been revoked, and all commissions shall 
be paid to him as provided, until some 
new reason may occur. 

Upon a majority vote of the whole- 
sale dealers in good standing in the sec- 
tion in which any discharged agent is 
located, in favor of said dealer’s res- 
toration to a sub-agency, and upon the 
presentation of his name for reinstate- 
ment to the Proprietary Goods Com- 
mittee by the representative on that 
committee from that section, and if ap- 
proved by a majority vote of said com- 
mittee, the general sgles agent shall 
agree to again allow a commission for 
service rendered by him as distributer 
of products, upon receipt 
of another sub-agency contract, proper- 
y signed, rebates to begin from the date 


SUB 


The President—Gentlemen, you have 
heard the report of the chairman of the 
Proprietary Committee, and also the 
supplemental report of the acting chair- 
man, the synopsis of the proposed new 
plan and forms of contract. The report 
goes to the Board of Control, who will 
report back to the association with 
their recommendations. As this is a 
very important matter, I would ask Mr. 
Kelly if it would not be better to set 
some time and have this matter made 
a special order at that time? 

Mr. Kelly—For myself, with the privi- 
lege of the convention, it was my in- 
tention to ask that this report be made 
a special order for to-morrew afternoon, 
for discussion and action. 

The President—There is one matter 
that is to come up to-morrow afternoon. 
The first matter would be the election of 
officers. After that, this could be made 
a special order. 

Mr. Kelly—I have no other object in 
requesting that this be made a special 
order than to give the members an op- 
portunity to discuss the matter, if they 
feel like entering on the different points. 
Therefore, I would urge that a time be 
Set apart, and I would make that mo- 
tion then, if you think both ean be ac- 
complished in the afternoon. 

Mr. Noyes—I would like to ask the 


Each sub-agent shall agree to pay an 
assessment to cover the expenses of 
this agency, which is to be fixed by 
and to be under the control of the Pro- 
prietary Goods Committee for the 
United States. 


INTERMEDIATE QUANTITIES. 


Intermediate quantities are consid- 
ered desirable if sold by proprietors to 
sub-agents only. Rebates to be paid 
by the general sales agent. Quantities 
and terms to be agreed upon between 


This commission is paid you in ' 
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chairman if the copies of this plan, 
which he states are to be printed, will 
be in our hands at that time? 

Mr. Kelly—We hope to have them in 
our hands at that time. I might state 
that I had sufficient copies printed for 
all the members, but in placing it be- 
fore the Proprietary Goods Committee 
we have given the matter most careful 
consideration from every point, and 
have made so many amendments that 
it would be somewhat difficult for the 
members to trace them, Therefore, we 
thought best to have them printed. It 
will be put in type this afternoon, and 
we hope to have it ready for the mem- 
bers. to-morrow afternoon, if the motion 
is carried. If it is desired that the dis- 
cussion of this matter be longer de- 
ferred, I will submit to the pleasure of 
the members. 

Mr. Weller—The work of this commit- 
tee is certainly the most important we 
have before this convention, and if the 
the matter is to be referred to the Board 
of Control, 1 hardly see how we can re- 
port again to-morrow afternoon. To- 
morrow morning we are to have an 
excursion chrougn the city, and it seems 
to me you are cutting the time of the 
Board of Control very short. Should it 
not be better to have the reports from 
the other committees to-morrow after- 
noon, and make this report a special 
order of business for Thursday morn- 
ing? 

the President—If that would be ac- 
ceptable to the chairman, 

Mr. Kelly—Anything will be accepta- 
ble to me, and particularly a suggestion 
coming from the chairman of the Board 
of Control. All 1 want is to have the 
members given plenty of time for in- 
vestigation. 

The President—Under the rule, this 
report will be handed to the Board of 
Control at this time, and Mr. Kelly ac- 
cepts the suggestion of the chairman of 
the Board of Control that the discus- 
sion of this report be made a special 
order of business in the morning ses- 
sion of Thursday. Is that motion sec- 
onded? 

The motion 
vailed. 

The President—The next regular order 
of business will be the submission of 
the report of the Committee on Local 
Associations. I believe that that report 
has been prepared by Mr. Albert C. 
Smith of Boston, and it is in the hands 
of Mr. Carter, I believe, at this time. 


Mr. Carter here read the report, read- 
ing as follows: 


was seconded, and pre- 


Report of Committee on Local Asso- 
ciations, 


Mr. President: 

There is no need of going into 
any extended remarks to show the 
value of association work in general. 
The history of our loved N. W. D. A. is 
an answer to those early cavilers who 
predicted that jealousy and rivalry 
would be too strong for any rules, and 
that the too eager desire to clutch 
the present dollar would master the 
idea that association work would pay 
better in the end. 

The fifteen years of success of our 
association has fully shown that in 
these days of business strife action 
based on mutual interests wherever 
possible is better than ruinous, sense- 
less competition. But as years go by 
the methods of business tend to change, 
and when, as in the last three years, we 
pass through a great trade depression, 
the desire to sell goods, to keep up the 
previous sales, which have fallen off, 
leads many to think more of that pres- 
ent dollar and puts a great strain on 
any system. 

This we have fully realized in our 
own business, and we find that the 
system which has worked for fifteen 
years nationally now needs strength- 
ening and additional precautions taken 
to hold the weak or dishonest member 
in line. 

This desire to clutch the present dol- 
lar and not to look ahead is not con- 
fined to the jobbing branch of our 
business. The manufacturer is inclined 
to believe that if he can sell the job- 
ber $1 worth and then sell the jobber’s 
customer $1 worth he is selling $2 
where he only sold $1 worth before. 
This idea is comparatively new. Ten 
years ago how many cases were there 
of the manufacturer selling the retailer 
his quantity lot? This method was 
never contemplated by the founders of 
the rebate system, nor by the manufac- 
turers at that time. 

One manufacturer of an active selling 
specialty made the astonishing remark 
in a conversation recently that if he 
did not secure several orders each 
month from new customers he would 
feel that his business was falling off. 
It seems to your committee that this 
{is not the way to gauge the business, 
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If the goods are in the hands of dis- 


tributers in all parts of the country, 


the question is, are these distributers 


selling more or less than formerly. If 
less, that particular section falling off 
shows the need of active work for that 
locality to create additional demand— 
not additional distributers or purchas- 
ers direct from the manufacturer. 

The tendency on the part of manu- 
facturers in all lines of trade is to ob- 
literate the distinction betweea the job- 
ber and the large retailer. The only 
result is to deprive the manufacture’ 
best customer (the jobber) of nis legiti- 
mate trade as a distributer. 

The smaller retailer that he 
must be on a par with the larger one, 
and what the larger one does by him- 
self he, the smaller one, seeks to do 
with others, buying the lot and divid- 
ing, and thus the spectacle is presented 
of a jobber paying as much for his 
goods as the retailer pays for one-quar- 
ter to one-eighth the quantity. 

This, jobbers in all business see, 
detrimental to them, and if allowed to 
continue would soon sound the death 
knell of the jobbing trade. 

What course is open to the jobber if 
this method of business is persisted in? 
Nothing but association work, and that 
of the strongest kind, can be effectual 
in securing for the different branches 
of business that adjustment that will 
make its conduct satisfactory to those 
engaged in any department of it. 

Is a national organization the stron- 
gest kind for this line of business? The 
United States covers a large territory. 
There are many jobbing druggists. The 
interests of the different sections are 
not always identical. There are many 
weak brothers. Our chairman of the 
Proprietary Committee finds more than 
he wants to attend to from Maine to 
California. 

The grocers of New England ; 
recognized this fact and are firmly of 
the opinion that in the local organiza~ 
tion is the great strength of association 


sees 


is 


have 


work. I take the liberty of quoting 
from President Flanders of the Ix. 
Association of wholesale grocers of 


New England: 


“In my judgment the true way for organiza- 
tion, as far as the wholesale grocery trade 15 
concerned, is to organize local associations 
wherever there are a sufficient number of firms 
engaged in the business that would make it ad- 
visable. At the head of this association I would 
place an executive officer that would have 
charge of all arrangements pertaining to the 
interests of the association work, making ar- 
rangements with manufacturers and represent 
the interests of that association, as he receives 
it from the delegates making up the associa- 
tion of which he is head. I would then have 
these different heads of departments organize 
into a Nationa] Committee that would confer 
with each other in reference to any questions 
that might require the attention and co-opera- 
tion of that body, and agree tu such arrange- 
ments as might possibly be carried out in pre- 
scribed sections, and have these officers) who 
considered it for the interests of their associa- 
tion to participate in any arrangement so made 
to carry out through their own local associa- 
tion, 

“This is practically the basis on which we have 
been carrying on association work in New Eng- 
land during the past year, and | am sure that 
I can say that the results obtained have been 
the most satisfactory that have ever been re- 
ceived from association work. And when the 
territory adjoining New Engiand will adopt the 
methods as outlined above, and so on by States 
throughout the country, we shall then have a 
national organization made up from representa- 
tives of State organizations that represent local 
organizations that can always represent fairly 
the interests that it to have in 
making any arrangements that can prove satis- 
factory and that must be satisfactory to be 
beneficial, 

“There is also a question, and to my mind 
one of the most important ones involved in this 
discussion, of drawing the line between the 
wholesale and retail merchant on a basis that 
could possibly be made satisfactory to different 
sections represented and at the same time satis- 
fy the average manufacturer that justice has 
been done to all. On thie questéon, as on many 
others, 1 think there is a wide d:fference of 
opinion, and can only be settled by each local 
association electing to its membership such 
merchants in its sections as are in ther judg- 
ment entitled to participate in any benefits that 
might be derived from buying their goods from 
the manufacturer. In this section, as well as 
in some others, there are firms that are doing a 
very large business, and can be counted among 
the largest distributers of manufacturers’ prod- 
ucts, that are conducting under their immediate 
supervision a retail bus.ness as well as a whole- 
sale. These very large distributers of goods in 
this way are most important factors to the 
manufacturers in the distribution of their prod- 
uct, and there is no prescribed rule that can be 
laid down nationally that in my judgment could 
harmonize the different interests on this most 
initiative question, 

“Firms that are conducting a very large 
wholesale as well as a retail business, from 
my observation, are not the firms usually, if 
ever, to antagonize the interests of the strictly 
retail dealer, Their connection with wholesale 
associations in most cases makes it mandatory 
on them to maintain certain rules in the distri- 
bution of their goods that allows their coms 
petitors to receive a fair compensation on the 
output of products rather than discriminate 
against the interests of competing retailers.”’ 


In our trade we have many local as- 
sociations, a few of them of great 
etrength, as 'the O. K. I., the Lake Erie, 
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the Pacific Coast and the New England 
Drug Exchange. The work done by 
these associations is a living example 
of the greater length that local associ- 
ation work can be carried than the na- 
tional. 

The local association is more cogni- 
zant of the evils particularly affecting 
its own territory. These evils in trade 
may be entirely different in different 
sections and should be adjusted locally. 
The local organization can meet of- 
tener. The officers can see the members 
personally if required, and we al! know 
that a ten minutes’ face-to-face talk is 
often worth more than ten weeks of 
correspondence. 

When our National Rebate Commit- 
tee here and there unearths the doings 
of some dishonest jobber and reports on 
same, these reports in the aggregate 
tend to create the impression in the 
minds of all that the rogues are so nu- 
merous that all successful combination 
work is hopeless. If these matters 
were only heard of locally and there 
adjusted, if possible, the weakening 
of our faith in one another would be 
less. In some sections there would pos- 
sibly be no complaints during the year, 

These more frequent meetings bring 
the members to know each other bet- 
ter, to understand their peculiarities 
better, and this all tends to more con- 
fidence in each other, and in this con- 
fidence lies the source of the strength 
of all association work. 

The work already done by local or- 
ganizations bears witness of the truth 
of all this. If there is a weak-kneed 
member in the O. K. I. he is inter- 
viewed and under the influence of a 
smile from Brother Walding, or a story 
from Brother Carey, he soon sees the 
error of his ways and all is peace and 
harmony. 

If there is trouble in the New Eng- 
land Exchange, a meeting can be 
called, if necessary, in twenty-four 
hours and all misunderstanding har- 
monized or mistakes corrected, 

No one not a member of these 
ganizations can appreciate the amount 
of benefit these local associations, have 
been to their members in preventing 
the cutting of prices outside of rebated 
articles, and which no national associ- 
ation would think of touching. 

We notice that the new plan for the 
distribution of proprietary medicines 
recognizes the principle of local asso- 
ciations by having an arbitration com- 
mittee, one member of which to be 
chosen from each section. Tnus the 
local section is recognized, but how 
much better it would be if this repre- 
sentative, instead of simply coming 
from a section, would come from a local 
association, made up of every jobber in 
the section, and prepared to work to- 
way for the good of 


or- 


all. 

The grocers of New England 
this united action much further 
do any of the drug associations, 
say to a manufacturer: What 
united action of all the jobbers 
New England in pushing your goods 
worth to you? Pay us what it is 
worth, or a fraction of it, and you shal] 
have that united action. They do not 
say that they will not sell any other 
make of the article, but they will all 
push that article. They thus concen- 
trate their fire and make themselves 
much more valuable to the manufac- 
turer. 

The New England association of gro- 
cers is the best example of the local 
idea. 

To carry this same idea to our own 
trade what is necessary? Simply that 
the whole country be divided up into 
local associations, and the head of each 
association form a national committee, 
Kach association is judge of its own 
members. Any trouble in the ranks is 
settled in its own association. These 
local associations are all in touch with 
each other through the national com- 
mittee, and any concerted action can 
be taken in a comparatively few hours, 

The local associttion meets regularly. 


carry 
than 
They 
is the 
of 


The national committee could meet 
either regularly or whenever called to- 
gether. 


It is evident to all that such a sys- 
tem of local associations, with its rep- 
resentative national committee, can be 
all-powerful when it has right on its 
side and does not array itself against 
the public good. We hope that within 
thirty days there will be a local asso- 
ciation in every section of the United 
States, and every legitimate wholesale 
druggist will be a member of a local 
association, 

It is recommended by your commit- 
tee that the committee on local asso- 
ciations for the ensuing year be ap- 
pointed early as possible, with partic- 
ular reference “% heir aiding in the 










formation of local organizations where 
they do not now exist. 


The President-—You have heard the 
very interesting report of your Commit- 
tee on Local Associations, with the rec- 
ommendation it presents. We will pur- 
sue the usual course, and the report 
will be referred to the Board of Con- 
trol, to be reported upon in the regular 
way. I think it due here to Mr. Chaplin, 
the chairman of this committee, to say 
that shortly after his appointment he 
met with a painful accident which in- 
capacitated him to a certain extent for 
work during the year, and hence this 
report had to come from the second 
gentleman named on the committee, Mr. 
Smith, of Boston. 

Mr. Charles W. Snow thereupon read 
the Report of the Committee on Fire 
Insurance. 


Report of Committee on Fire Insur- 
anee. 


Mr. President and Members of the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion: The subject of fire insurance has 
always been one of deep interest to the 
members of the association, and the 
question uppermost is, Why does fire in- 
surance, ag applied to drug risks, cost 
so much? It is conceded by every one 
that the business methods of the fire in- 
surance companies, as they are now con- 
ducted, are attended with too much ex- 
pense. One of the principal causes of 
the excessive cost of conducting the 
business is because it is conducted en- 
tirely by insurance agents and brokers, 
who are not as a rule stockholders, and 
are not interested in the profits of the 
companies they represent, or in the re- 
duction of rates to the insured. They 
are paid by commission rather than sal- 
aries, and the higher the rate the larger 
their commission, the character of the 
risk oftentimes being a secondary con- 
sideration. 

The annual reports of 
largest companies show them to have 
paid as high as 47 per cent. of the 
amount paid for fire losses to their offi- 
cers, agents, brokers and employees, 
while the expenses of some of the small- 
er companies have exceeded their en- 
tire fire losses. The question for us as 
wholesale druggists and manufacturers 
to consider is, how to escape paying 
the enormous tax levied by the stock 
companies, the result of the costly 
methods of business now in vogue with 
them, and how and where shall satis- 
factory indemnity at fair rates be 
found? In the first place, we must not 
expect to obtain much reduction in 
rates, unless there is a corresponding 
reduction of hazard, which can be done 
by adopting all the best known safe- 
guards against loss by fire. Buildings 
should be fireproof or of slow-burning 
construction (the cost of the latter being 
but little more than that of ordinary 
construction). Care should be taken to 
reduce the hazard of exposure from ad- 
joining buildings to the minimum. Stair- 
ways should be closed, elevator shafts 
be made fireproof with automatic doors, 
fireproof shutters where needed, and 
fireproof vaults for inflammable goods 
and explosives. Every part of the build- 
ing should be equipped with the most 
approved system of automatic sprink- 
lers, having at least two independent 
sources of water supply. The wet sys- 
tem should be used wherever possible. 
Pails of water and of sand should be 
placed on every floor, and always kept 
filled. A liberal distribution of filled 
water pails is of more value for ex- 
tinguishing an incipient fire than any 
other appliance. The statistics of New 
York city show that over GO per cent. of 


some of the 


all fires occurring have been ex- 
tinguished with pails of water. All 
manufacturing and laboratory work 


should be done in a separate building. 


Ethers, petroleum products, oils, tur- 
pentine, varnishes, alcohol and similar 
articles should be kept in a fireproof 


vault. The floors should be swept, and 
all rubbish should be removed before 
closing at night. 

The above recommendations have 
been suggested in reports of previous 
committees, and have been adopted by 
many of the members of the associa- 
tion. The question of the value of these 
safeguards against losses by fire and 
their influence on rates was so ably 
treated by Mr. P. P. Van Vleet, a mem- 
ber of this committee, in a paper read 
by him before a meeting of the South- 
ern Association of Wholesale Druggists, 
at Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 12, 1895, that the 
committee have thought it best to em- 
body a portion of the same in this re- 
port. He says: “I found in August, 1894, 
not a single jobbing drug house in the 
South proper was equipped with auto- 
matic sprinklers, although two houses 
were preparing to put them in, I find 
the average rate paid on equipped risks 








to be 1.0889, and the average rate on 
risks in the South not equipped 2.24— 
more than double. My house (the Van 
Vieet-Mansfield Drug Company, in 
Memphis) is about to equip their build- 
ing, 38 feet front, 148 feet deep, five 
stories high, with basement. 

The cost of automatic sprinklers and 
steel compression tanks, best and latest 
patients, $2,250. We have stand pipe, 
parapet walls in gool order, elevator, 
stairways and all openings closed, elec- 
tric watchman’s time detector, house 
kept in good order, and explosives 
stored under sidewalks, but our rate 
is (board rate), $2.75 on, for example, 
say, a stock of $125,000, or $3,450 per 
year. When we equip we can get, I 
consider, unquestionable indemnity at 
$1.15,, a saving of $1.60, which on 
$125,000 is a saving of about $2,000 in 
twelve months; or, in other words, the 
improvements are saved the first thir- 
teen months, and if your lease is long 
enough, or you own your own building 
—which, of course, improves the situa- 
tion—you gain net $2,000 per year after 
the first thirteen months; but if your 
lease is short, the sprinkler people will 
agree to move your outfit, if you 
change locations, and place in another 
building for 380 per cent. on cost of 
same. All this must be granted as 
sound, but now comes the question of 
the character of the insurance you get 
at $1.10 to $1.25. Of course, the Board, 
or so-called “Old Line,’’ companies, 
who do not want us to improve our 
risks and so reduce our premiums, and, 
most important of all to agents, their 
commissions, will tell you the Lloyds 
and Mutuals are worthless; that in 
ease of a loss you must on a Lloyds 
policy sue, if any contention, twenty- 
five or fifty men; that you cannot get 
legal service on them, etc., when the 
fact is they rarely resist a loss, and in 
all those of high grade, legal service 
on one, or their attorney, is legal ser- 
vice on all, and so stipulated in their 
policy. Of course, there are many of 
the Lloyds and Mutual companies 
which are undesirable, but are not 
stock companies continually failing? In 
1894, which information I get from the 
Insurance Spectator, a stanch stock 
company advocate, the record is as 
follows in the United States: 


Average expenses of stock companies in 


Rasta Shcuhnaienca’ cedestabscauna 35 per cent. 
Average of expenses of Llodys companies 
i MD. cabud Gn tncscbeswnusaavedsscnan 25 per cent. 


Average of expenses of Mutual companies 





Mee (MGS. ShabdotharkGdodesdasceve ....20 per cent. 
Stock companies failed outright............. 16 
Stock companies discontinued business and 

re-ineured their rigks.....0.cccesscessees coos 2 
Mutuals faile@ ®utright................008- aia ae 
Mutuals discontinued bisiness and re-in- 

RRR SINOUP - PU Bisincckdcdsisadvvsasane essede 23 
LhoyGs CalioR OMGPIME oi cccccccccccccsncene'e None 
Lloyds discontinued business and _ re-in- 

sured their risks........c0« ee onedesaee 4 


The stock companies have in every 
city a large number of men you do not 


want or need, who, of course, must 
live, to solicit your business. The 
Lloyds and Mutuals have none. You 


must go to them direct or through a 
broker, who only gets a broker’s com- 
mission. Has your local board fire in- 
surance agent ever told you that you 
could secure a reduction in your fire in- 
surance premium by the equipment of 
your plant with automatic sprinklers? 
Why not? They will tell you sprinklers 
are no good, and are liable to “go off” 
at any time and ruin your stock. The 
record is not that way, and, further, 
you can at a low rate place a small 
line protecting you against this. It is, 
however, not my desire to suggest to 
you in this report how and with whom 
you are to place your insurance, but I 
simply lay before you the result of 
three or four months’ close investiga- 
tion of the question of fire insurances, 
as applied to drug hazards. I am so 
fully convinced that our firm will at 
once improve our risk (the contract is 
now in work) and accept the policies 
of principally high-grade Lloyds and 
Mutuals, at less than half the rates we 
now pay. If such a plan meets the ap- 
proval of nine-teenths of the Western 
and Northern drug trade, we feel will- 
ing to risk it, especially as, outside of 
their action, I am fully convinced. 


Your committee take pleasure in in- 
dorsing the many practical ideas and 
suggestions contained in the foregoing 
report of Mr. Van Vleet. It is such 
firms as he represents that are demon- 
strating to-day that the drug trade 
need no longer pay the enormous rates 
charged by ‘the old board companies. 
The Lloyds and the Mutuals furnish 
indemnity against loss by fire at much 
less cost than the board companies, 
owing to their expense account being 
much less, and to the fact that they 
write on selected risks large lines. The 
Lloyds’ plan of individual underwrit- 
ing is rapidly gaining favor. It is not 
a new system of insurance. In fact, it 
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is the oldest, and for two hundred 
years the only one. lt existed in Lon- 
don three hundred years ago. In the 
United States it has been changed so 
that any one wishing to do individual 
underwriting appoints an attorney fa- 
miliar with the insurance business to 
act and sign for them, thus relieving 
them of the incidental work. Hach 
underwriter makes an equal cash de- 
posit and usually becomes liable tor an 
additional sum, and each assumes an 
equal portion of the total lability un- 
der each policy. But in most of the 
Lloyds the aggregate liability of each 
subscriber in case of fires involving 
one or several policies is limited to live 
times the amount of the cash deposit 
(after the unexpended premiums are 
exhausted). Jn others tne lability is 
more, in one instance being fifty times 
the amount of cash deposit. in all 
cases the liability is several and indi- 
vidual, inorder to avoid muitiplicily 
of suits in case of disagreement 
regarding a claim, many of the Livyds 
insert a clause in their policies provid- 
ing that suit must be brought against 
their attorneys, and that tne decision 
in such a suit shail be binding upon all 
ot the underwriters, in a stuck company 
the capital paid in is its guarantee. 
There is no individual responsibility. 
ln a Lloyds the security consists in tne 
financia] strength of the underwriter, 
together with tne cash deposit, and tne 
sum he is liable to be assessed for. As 
regards the safety of Lloyds, as com- 
pared with the regular insurance com- 
panies, the Lloyds are no doubt the 
safest. A regular company may be 
wrecked through dishonesty or mis- 
management ol its officers, money all 
wasted and policies valueless. It is dil- 
ferent with the Lloyds. he members 
guarantee the risks assumed, and no 
uloyds can hope to be successful whose 
members are not known to be respon- 
sible, There is no safer insurance than 
a good responsible Lloyds. 


The question has been asked why 
this association has not undertaken 
the formation of a mutual insurance 
company on the plan of the factory 
mutuals to write only on selected risks. 
With a view of getting information on 
the subject, the committee corre- 
sponded with Mr. Edward Atkinson 
vf Boston, who kindly furnished pub- 
lished reports of addresses made by 
him at different times. Mr. Atkinson 
is president of the Boston Manufac- 
turers’ Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
pany, and widely known as authority 
on mutual fire insurance and upon 
matters of fire prevention. We will 
briefly give some of his ideas in con- 
nection with other facts, which we have 
obtained in regard to the advantages 
of factory mutuals over the stuck in- 
surance Companies, and will show what 
a simple matter it would be to estab- 
lish such a company to write on drug 
and kindred risks. You will under- 
stand that the facts and figures given 
apply mainly to cotton and woolen 
mills and factories, the risks of which 
are rated as hazardous or extra haz- 
ardous, but the same facts and argu- 
ments apply as well to drug risks, which 
are also considered hazardous and ex- 
tra hazardous. The total sum of fire 
insurance in the whole country must 
now be over fifteen thousand million 
dollars, and the total premiums paid 
over 150 millions, an average rate of 
1 per cent. Of this premium about 4 
per cent., or 96 millions is paid out for 
indemnity for losses by fire. (The 
fire losses in the United States for 1803 
were 160 millions, and for 1804, 140 
millions, an average for the two years 
of 150 million dollars); 33 per cent., or 
about 49 millions,is paid for the expense 
of conducting the insurance companies, 
The remainder, 3 per cent., represents 
an average profit to them. These fig- 
ures prove that the profits of the 
stock companies are small, and we can- 
not hope for any reduction in the rate 
of premiums from them, A very heavy 
expense of the insurance companies 
is the soliciting of business, while the 
factory mutuals do not solicit, but wait 
for business to come to them, The 
officers of a mutual company are mere 
agents of the assured, delegated to do 
a certain work, the most important of 
which is to refuse unsuitable risks, and 
to accept only such as have been pro- 
tected in a proper manner. In the fac- 
tory mutuals the lesses and expenses 
combined, are less than the expense 
only of stock insurance companies. The 
average rate of the stock companies is 
about 90 cents on the $100, while 
the rate on wholesale drug risks will 
average about $1.50; 33 per cent., or 
about 50 cents goes to pay expenses, 
and balance, $1.00, only goes into the 
indemnity fund. 

Now, then, to save the 50 cents of ex- 
pense, and at least half of the re- 
mainder, a total saving of two-thirds 

































of the present cost of insurance in 

stoCK Companies, Let tne members ot 

Lhis assucialion fils: improve the qual- 
ity oL their risks by advupting every 
pussible saleguard against joss by fire, 
and get all tne benent of the improve- 
ments by combining on tne mutual 
{ principle. ‘ne tact that tne average 
rate on drug risks ig $1.50 shows that 
the loss rate has been about 91.0U. Tue 
basis rate of a druggists’ mutual Cuin- 
bany snoulid be at ieaSt & per cent. 
ihe measures taken lo prevent losses 
by fires snoulad reduce tne losses Lo 
vV cents, the expenses should not ex- 
ceed 1U cents (in the factury mutuals 
the expenses are paid py tne interest 
on the premiums on depouSsil) ieaving 
p1.4U to ve returned at end of year. 

Un every 1,uuu paia to tue stock 
companies, $o5U 18S absorvead in ex- 
penses, and only $uiU goes into tne in- 
aemnity Lund, One doilar pala tor ex- 
pense w get two dvuilars ol uncertain 
judeimnily. 4n a muLUual COMpany yeu 
Wuuld pay vV tor expenses, ana vu 
lor an indemniiy Lund, uSuany tnree 
times more than is needed, 

‘he rate is of the least consequence 
tv members, lt is Inerely a deposit to 
cover any contingencies OL losses and 
expenses and mignt perhaps be made 
“yy per cent. or 6 per cent.; the losses 
and expenses being reduced to a muini- 
mum, the greater purt of toe deposit 
will be returned at the end of the year. 

The history of factory mutuals in- 
surance reads like a romance. 

Nearly sixty years ago Zachariah 
Allen of Providence fitted the Allen- 
dale Cotton Mill of Providence with the 
best apparatus then known, and asked 
an abatement of the rate then 
charged, ‘“‘No,’”’ was the reply; ‘‘a cot- 
ton mill is a cotton mill; the rate is 
2g per cent.” “Then,” said Mr. Allen, 
“tne cotton and the woolen mills will in- 
sure themselves.’”’ He at once organ- 
ized the Manufacturers’ Mutual fire 
insurance Company of Providence, on 
which all factory mutuals” are 
modeled. The rate of premium on the 
Allendale Cotton Mills is eight-tenths of 
1 per cent., instead of 214 per cent., and 
of the annual charge of eight-tenths 
two-thirds to three-quarters are re- 
turned year by year, while the stock 
companies of tifty years ago who re- 
fused all concessions are mostly bank- 
rupt. 

Now, the secret of the remarkable 
success of the factory mutuals is the 
care with which each insurer protects 
his or their risks. 

Has not the time arrived for this 
association to adopt a system of fire 
insurance which is not an experiment, 
but, as has been thoroughly demon- 
strated, will furnish certain indemni- 
ty against loss by fire at a saving of 
many thousand dollars annually to its 
members. 

We herewith submit statistics obtained 
from the Chronicle tables of the fires in 
wholesale drug stores for three years 
past: 


1892. 
Number of fires............ a 12 
Property 1008. ...-cccseces «+. -§293,695 
RIND BO i cae ne aa ba $230,945 
Causes of fires—Exposure..... 6 
IP Oe ee ‘ 3 
Engine sale are death ao aa)S cia 1 
Spontaneous combustion ..... 1 
GENO oes 00s Sahkaaa ns selec aie 1 

1893. 
Number of fires...... eer Ty ; 16 
Property 10GB. .cccccscccccce Sane 
SIRE RR ns Soa ec cee -- $179,823 
Causes of fires—Exposure..... 4 5 
Unknown ....... dca wateatauintaie 6 
Iexplosion of chemicals....... 1 
Explosion of varnish...... a 1 
Spontaneous combustion..... 3 

18)4. 
Number of fires......... coeens 20 
Property 10GB ....ccccees o oe os oHhOG0, C02 
ING CNN as eke bea es $482,952 
Causes of fires—Exposure...... 7 
POMMOWE sccaks ces ease Raa 6 
Incendiary ..... aaa ate are i 1 
Explosive chemicals ......... 2 
Ignition alcohol ......... eee 1 
3 


Spontaneous combustion..... 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cc. W. Snow, chairman. 


The President—You have heard this 
very interesting report on this very im- 
portant subject. It will take the usual 
course and go before the Board of Con- 
trol, and come up at a later time, if 
there be no objection; and there being 
no objection that course will be pur- 
sued. The next business will be the 
reading of the Report of the Committee 
on Paints, Oils and Glass. In the ab- 
sence of the chairman, Mr. H. T. Cut- 
ler, the secretary, will read the report. 

The Secretary—Accompanying the re- 
port of Mr. Cutler is a personal] letter 
explaining that on account of ill health 
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he will not be present at the associa- 
tion. 


Report of Committee on Paints, Oils 
und Giass. 


Mr, President and Gentiemen:; 

it was stated recently in one of our 
trade journals tv tnmis ettect: “Ihe 
paint, vil and glass business is one or 
tne first to leel the pressure of general 
or Linancial depression.’ ‘his 18s un- 
duvuvledly so and easuy explained, from 
ils entire dependence upon tne building 
and manulacturing inuustries, and jt 
mignt aiso be addeu “among the last tu 
recover.” 

‘nus, sir, after such a season as we 
had experienced, and nad still witn us, 
tue Cuuimencemnen, vi the nhscal year 
ivund [ue Dall, olf and giass pusiness 
44h ath UNSALISiaClUly atiu UNpromising 
cunuilion, Wilh Line recent settlemenc 
VL luuportant QueSuuvns su affecting the 
Beleral Zou, iumpruvement was moped 
fur anu expected auiing tue fail monias; 
vul pusSiviy olly U.sappuvlhtment was 
realized; aud it WaS mul unl some 
weeks alter toe opening of the current 
year that marked aclivily or improve- 
ment was noticeabie. ‘kue volume of 
business [for tne best tuur montns ot 
tne spring possibly now reached tne ay- 
erage OL lormer years, but undoubtedly 
uve on smMailer Margins at about tne 
Same expense. tszowever, with evi- 
aences ail around us of tne return of 
prosperity, the resumption of building 
Operations, tne fuller employment o1 
labor at advanced and _ satisfactory 
Wages, the unparalleled crop and 
range conditions, for we all know “Corn 
is ting,’ all confirm us in the belief 
that the season of disappointments is 
over, and tnat the realization of the 
good old possibilities of years gone by 
tor the paint, oil and glass business 
awaits us. 

WHITE LEAD. 

The first matter to claim the atten- 
tion of this committee was the change 
in the schedule of prices by the associa- 
tion of corroders December last, when 
the price was reduced ‘4c. per Ib. to all 
except the large jobber or over twelve- 
ton buyer, and he was now given no 
protection whatever over any twelve- 
ton purchaser, and his margin of profit 
for tne general distribution was limited 
to $5 a ton instead of $10 a ton, as be- 
fore. This at once caused dissatisfac- 
tion with many members of the associ- 
ation and appeared to them as a wish 
and determination on the part of the 
corroder to disregard the jobber as the 
proper distributing agent for his prod- 
uct, or, if not, an unwillingness to fairly 
compensate him for so doing. The at- 
tention of this committee, sir, was 
called to the complaints being received, 
and all suggestions offered as toa 
remedy, or a return to the more satis- 
factory treatment of the preceding year 
(though in justice, perhaps, it should be 
said more satisfactory to the jobber 
than to the corroder), were duly ccn- 
sidered and promptly acted upon, but 
your committee found themselves pow- 
erless to effect any reform, and the only 
course that remained to the jobber was 
to either decline to serve as distributing 
agent for any such corroder, or to ac- 
cept the $5 a ton and appear satisfied. 

The position taken ‘by the corroder, it 
appears, and it must be confessed with 
considerable just reason, was that for 
the preceding year the home competi- 
tion, more especially throughout the 
East, had ‘been intense and bitter, and 
the margin offered the jobber was 
neither regarded or maintained, much 
to the detriment and demoralization of 
his, the corroder’s, business, 

A reduction in price was now neces- 
sary from the possible important com- 
petition of imported lead. The corrod- 
er’s margin was reduced to possibly a 
lower limit than ever before, and he 
was unwilling to sacrifice a 4c. which 
the average jobber would not maintain. 

Following the precedent and example 
of “a special committee on Paris 
green,’’ this committee would offer as 
a suggestion the advisability of the ap- 
pointment of a sub-committee of three, 
representing the different sections of 
the country, from the membership of 
the new committee, authorized to in- 
vite a conference with a like commit- 
tee, if appointed by the National Paint, 
Oil and Varnish Association, and repre- 
sentatives of the different corroders’ in- 
terests, to formulate, if possible, some 
plan for the coming year that will be 
more satisfactory to both corroder and 
jobber. 

LINSEED OIL. 


The year of 1894-5, we are most re- 
liably informed, opened with some sur- 
plus of oil, Sut with the market bare 
of old seed and with an estimated new 
crop far below the average, “it having 
been largely damaged by heat, drought 
and early frost in various sections of 
the northern flax district.” 

The demand for the past year has 
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probably been considerably below the 
average of late years, and yet a very 
heavy importation of seed, as com- 
pared with former years, was neces- 
sary to provide for the deficit, showing 
the extensive shortage of the crop. 

The price for the year has been 
limited only vy the cost of oi! made 
from imported ‘seed, and has averaged 
higher than any year during the last 
ten, excepting alone the year s vJd-UU. 

The exeellence and equality of do- 
mestic oilfor all trade wants are more 
acknowledged each year. Notwith- 
stauding the high price, and thus an 
incentive and temptation to use tnem, 
we would confirm the prophecy of last 
year’s committee that the so-called 
substitutes for linseed oil “have had 
their day.” 

The present stock of both oil and seed 
is very light, and the conditions for the 
new year seem very favorable for the 
crusher, as the last year was for the 
jobber. The only complaint, perhaps, 
trom the jobber for the past year has 
been of the independent crusher, at 
times selling his oil in small or one to 
five-barrel lots at the fifty barrel or 
carload price. 

GLASS. 

With the abundance and excellence 
of the raw material required, with the 
class of skilled labor engaged, with 
the number of model plants where all 
the recent advances in this important 
industry are employed, glass, both 
window and picture, can be and is now 
made in this country the equal in all 
respects of the pride of Belgium or 
France. 

Unéer the old tariff the duty consti- 
tuted about 45 per cent. of the total 
cost of foreign glass at our seaboard, 
and with the reduction of the duty of 
about one-third the home manufac- 
turers demanded a reduction in the 
wages of 4U per cent., as tne labor con- 
stituted about 65 per cent. of the cost 
at the factory, and American glass was 
then selling at about the price of the 
foreign. ‘this was settled by the work- 
men accepting 224% per cent. reduction. 

During the fall and early winter the 
price of American glass declined steadi- 
ly and rapidly until] it reached 15 to 25 
per cent., varying with the different 
brackets, below the cost of foreign glass, 
except on the extra large sizes or over 
100 united inches, which were still 
lower in the imported. 

The effect of the new tariff on im- 
ported glass had not been entirely an- 
ticipated. There was possibly some 
overproduction and a light demand, but 
there was also a lack of confidence or 
harmony among the home manufac- 
turers, intense gectional rivalry and 
jealousy, all of which had _ perhaps 
more to do with the low prices than 
any trade conditions, 

Yhe condition now was unsatisfac- 
tory to both manufacturer and work- 
man, it being doubtful if there was 
any profit even to the most favored 
manufacturer, and the workman could 
not understand the necessity of reduc- 
tion, when at the old wages, on the 
basis of the now selling price of 15 to 
25 per cent. below the foreign, Ameri- 
can glass could be offered at the price 
of the imported. 

With the approach of spring there 
was a decrease in production, a better 
demand and a firmer tone abroad; and, 
though all efforts for a temporary shut- 
down and for a combination or union 
of interests among manufacturers 
failed, with the adoption of the new list 
better prices were obtained, and the 
season closed with only an average 
stock in the hands of manufatcurers 
and jobbers, and prices at fully the 
cost of imported glass at the seaboard. 

With the annual uncertainty as to 
the time of starting up and settlement 
of the wage question for the coming 
fire, large orders for import have been 
placed of late to supply any deficiency 
before tthe home product is ready for 
the market; and even should an early 
start be made, and at no advance of 
wages, the expected increased demand 
will warrant better prices than were 
obtained last year. 

Although staples in the business, 
whife lead and linseed oil, should pay 
the jobber a better margin of profit, 
and in the opinion of this committee 
it rests largely with the jobbers them- 
selves to have it so. If the manufac- 
turer, whether corroder or crusher, 
could feel assured that the jobber 
would maintain in letter and spirit the 
margin granted, there would be no 
searcity of thoroughly reliable brands 
of goods for the jobber to distribute to 
his trade at an equitable margin, and 
any others he could allow the manu- 
facturer to distribute himself. 

This not only with lead or oil, but 
with ‘any or all lines of goods. If any 
business is supposed to pay the manu- 





facturer handsomely, and to admit of a 
generous division, is it not the varnish 
business? And yet we can possibly 
name some lines of varnishes, carriage 
goods and house goods, wnere any sin- 
gle case buyer purchases as low as the 
jobber. 

Any such manufacturer, if guilty, can 
hardly expect to have warm business 
triends among the members of this as- 
sociation. Is there any member of this 
association, who, though he complains 
of the “cutting” done by the depart- 
ment store or the “‘cut-price’”’ druggist, 
yet himself continually and without 
much thought about it cuts the price of 
lead, oil or glues, using those commodi- 
ties as leaders for his business? lf 
so, he should desist; and possibly will 
then find the manufacturer willing also 
to turn over a new leaf and both work 
together in harmony for mutual inter- 
est. Respectfully submitted, 

H. D. Cutler, Chairman. 


The President directed that this re- 
port take the usual course, no objec- 
tion being made. 7 

Charles F. Weller—The next report 
on Credits and Collections is a very im- 
portant one, and I think it would be 
better to have it heard by a larger 
number than we have here this after- 
noon, I, therefore, suggest that that be 
deferred until to-morrow. . 

The President—It will pursue that 
course if there be no objection. I see 
one gentleman in the room who is 
chairman of the Committee on Infringe- 
ments and Trademarks. if he has any- 
thing to report we will be glad to have 
that now. 

J. A. Gilman—Il congratulate the as- 
sociation that there is no written re- 
port to be rendered this year. There 
nave been no cases of infringements 
brought to the committee, and, there- 
fore, we have no special report to make. 
it seems to us an expression, or rather 
an indication of a loyalty of the mem- 
bers of this association to the regular 
manufacturers, to be able to say this. 
There would be very much more lia- 
bility of an infringement were it not 
for the position taken by the wholesale 


trade in discountenancing everything | 


of that kind, which has tended to make 
these infringements very few, and what 
have been reported to us from the 
manufacturers have been disposed of 
direct to the retail trade. I would sug- 
gest, Mr. President, that, perhaps, the 
duties of this committee might be some- 
what enlarged for another year, and 
that they gather statistics in regard to 
cases that may have come into court, 
and may be decided, as in their opinion 
might seem desirable to report to the 
members of the association. There are 
sometimes cases brought up in which 
there are technical pvints and decisions 
rendered by the courts which might es- 
cape the notice of the association, un- 
less some one interested should investi- 
gate the matter. I think they will be 
tound interesting at other meetings. 

The President—Do you make that a 
motion? ‘ee 

Mr. Gilman—I make that a motion. 

The motion being put and seconded, 
the same was voted. 

Charles F. Weller—It seems I have 
unwittingly caused a little confusion in 
the ranks by having this report of the 
Proprietary Committee postponed until 
Thursday morning. It seems that the 
proprietors have a meeting on Thurs- 
day morning, and they are very anxious 
that this matter should come before the 
Board of Control and be reported back 
to the meeting here to-morrow after- 
noon. I would, therefore, if there is 
any way to change the thing, and 
I suppose there is, make a motion 
that this matter be taken up at 3 
o'clock to-morrow afternoon, and be 
made the subject of special business 
at that time, instead of Thursday morn- 
ing. 

The President—The only objection 
that the chair sees to that is that there 
are so few members present at this 
time, they having gone away with the 
idea that that report was to be up at 
that time. It may create some confu- 
sion. 

Mr. Weller—I have been informed of 
this in talking with Mr. Bower, and the 
only way we can get over that diffi- 
culty is to advertise it among the mem- 
bers. The proprietors are very anx- 
ious that this matter should be taken 
up to-morrow afternoon. Of course, it 
would be much more convenient for the 
Board of Control to have it wait over 
until Thursday morning. My object 
was simply to gain a little time, so 
that we have an opportunity to look 
into the matter. 

The President—I would remind the 
chairman of the Board of Contro] that 
we have three business sessions on 
Thursday; that is, provision for three 
if you want to hold them, and there is 
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a provision for one of the proprietary 
association. It seems to me that pos- 
sibly they might hold their meeting 
later in the day and let us meet early 
in the morning. I would like to hear 
as to that. 

Mr. Bower—My information, Mr. 
President, was that Mr. Joseph Leem- 
ing, the secretary, wanted to know if 
that could not be adjusted so that the 
proprietors could meet at their last 
session and talk up this matter. That 
session meets Thursday, from 9 to 11 
a.m, Your suggestion that they post- 
pone that and permit two of the ses- 
sions provided tor the N. W. D. A. to 
be held first would be a very good one. 
I certainly should not think it would 
discommode them. 

The President—The only thing I hesi- 
tate about is that so many of our mem- 
bers have left the room, undoubtedly 
thinking that the report will come up 
Thursday. 

Mr. Weller—I do not insist upon it; 
in fact, 1 would rather have it carried 
over until Thursday morning, if possi- 
ble, if it will accommodate the pro- 
prietors. We want to do what we can 
to help them out of their dilemma, 

George A. Kelly—Mr. President, I 
agree with you, sir, that it will be dif- 
ficult to notify the members of this 
change. If that could be done in any 
way so that we would have a large 
number of members in attendance to- 
morrow afternoon I would prefer to 
take it up as early as possible, but I 
would be sorry to have any of the 
members absent under the impression 
that this report would not come up until 
Thursday morning, and it seems to me 
—although I do not wish to direct this 
matter at all—that it would be better 
under the circumstances for the pro- 
prietary committee to adjust their 
meetings until after this matter has 
been discussed than it would be to 
take some plan for notifying the mem- 
bers that there has been a change and 
that it will come up to-morrow after- 
noon. I see some of the members of 
the Proprietary Association here, and 
I would very much like to hear from 
Mr. Bigelow and Mr. Sharp what their 
opinions are. I only desire that there 
shall be a good attendance and that 
no one be absent under the impression 
that it would not come up until a 
subsequent period. 

The President—We will be very glad 
to hear from Mr. Bigelow and Mr. 
Sharp, if they wish to speak. 

Mr, Sharp—I have no preference. 

Mr. Bigelow—It would make no dif- 
ference to me, 

Mr. Snow—Why could we not let 
the matter be left as it is for to-mor- 
row afternoon? Providing we have a 
large attendance then a resolution to 
bring it up at that time would be in 
order, If not a large attendance, post- 
pone it, 

Mr. Weller—I want to meet the 
Wishes of the proprietors. I will with- 
draw my motion and let it stand as it 
is for Thursday morning. 

On motion the meeting adjourned. 





FOURTH 


Wednesday Afternoon, September 4. 


SESSION. 


President Main called the convention 
to order at 3 o’clock p. m, and said: 

The first business to come before the 
convention at this time is the election 
of new members. The list of names 
presented by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Membership has been posted 
as provided for in the constitution, and 
those names are before you now for 
election. What is your pleasure? 

Upon motion the Secretary was in- 
structed to cast the unanimous vote of 
the Association in favor of the election 
of the proposed names for members, 
which was done, and the President de- 
clared them elected. 

The President—The next in order is 
the report of the Committee on Credits 
and Collections, of which Mr. Alanson 
5S. Brooks is chairman. As he was not 
able to be present at the meeting, he 
has sent his report to the Secretary, 
who will read it. 


Report of Committee on Credits and 
Collections. 


As the time approaches for the annual 
meeting of this association, the chair- 
men of the various committees come 
to a realizing sense of the obligation 
which they have assumed to write an 
annual report. As a preliminary for 
this work, the natural tendency is to 
obtain copies of proceedings of previous 
meetings and ascertain how the same 
subject has been handled by former 
chairmen, and perhaps to obtain from 
these reports, which are sufficiently far 
back to be forgotten, ‘“‘pointers’’ which 
can be utilized in making up the par- 


chairmen may be struggling. 

The writer freely admits that this 
was his idea in securing back number 
reports, but that he read only two of 
these reports, viz., those for 1804 and 
18U¥5. His reason for not going turther 
back was because of the very damp, 
not to say wet, blanket which he en- 
countered in the opening paragraph cf 
the report on credits and collections for 
18SUS. ‘This opening paragraph reads: 

“From year to year, ail through the 
life of our association, no committee 
has been more active, made more valu- 
able suggestions, or worked harder to 
bring about needed reform in our busi- 
1.ess methods, than that of the Commit- 
tee on Credits and Collections, and yet 
it is a matter of record that none have 
really accomplished so little.” 


The report then goes on to state that 
while many valuabie reports have been 
rendered, and many important resolu- 
tions adopted by the association after 
very interesting debates, that still the 
reports have been ineftective and the 
adopted resolutions ignored. 


It is a comparatively easy matter to 
submit a report when you have a pro- 
lific subject in which you feel that all 
members take an active interest, and 
are looking for suggestions with a view 
to their adoption if they shall appear 
practicable. It is not, however, so easy 
@ matter while constantly laboring 
under the impression that those whom 
you are addressing are, as far as your 
Subject is concerned, apathetic and 
practically indifferent. We do not mean 
to intimate by this that our members 
are individually indifferent to the sub- 
ject of credits and collections, for there 
is probably no subject in which they 
have all displayed a livelier interest 
within the last two or three trying 
years, but while admitting as individ- 
uals that this is matter of grave im- 
portance, have we, collectively, actu- 
ally derived any benefit from the many 
abie reports submitted by this Credit 
and Collection Committee, or have we 
honestly carried into effect any of the 
resolutions which have been adopted? 

in casting about for a reason to ex- 
plain why the work of this committee 
has been so barren of results, it has oc- 
curred to us that the reason may lie in 
the fact that the local conditions which 
govern the business methods in different 
sections may be such that suggestions 
which might come from the chairman 
who was appointed from the East 
might be entirely impracticable of oper- 
ation in the far West, or that sugges- 
tions from a Northern chairman might 
not appeal favorably to his Southern 
brothers. If this explanation is tena- 
ble, and the difficulty in the accom- 
plishment of tangible results by the 
Committee on Credits and Collections is 
due to conditions purely local in differ- 
ent sections of this enormous country, it 
would seem that the incoming com- 
mittee could come before thig associa- 
tion next year and have something to 
show for their work if they were to en- 
deavor to bring some of the various 
reforms suggested through the various 
local associations. 

During the past five years there has 
been a steadily increasing tendency on 
the part of the jobbers throughout the 
entire country to organize themselves 
into local exchanges for defensive pur- 
poses. These exchanges are not as 
cumbersome as the National Associa- 
tion, owing to the fact that they con- 
sist as a rule of a meubership ef ner 
to exceed ten jobbing hous2s. The 
meetings being held very frequently, 
the result has been a much closer tond 
of union and a closer dovetailing of 
interests than could possibly have ex- 
isted a few years ag». Recea:zly these 
local exchanges have been greater fac- 
tors in inaugurating and carrying out 
different reforms than has the National 
Association itself. 

For instance, the National Assccia- 
tion has been impotent as far as cor- 
recting the box and cartage evil has 
been concerned. For years the Box 
and Cartage Committee have endeav- 
ored to establish a charge for these 
items uniformly throughout the United 
States, but without avail. But for the 
local exchanges, there would not now 
be a single city in the country making 
these charges. The local exchanges, by 
united efforts, have gradually crowded 
free box and cartage further and fur- 
ther East, until now the evil exists in 
only a very small section of the coun- 
try. 

We believe that the Committee on 
Credits and Collections, by working 
upon these lines, could accomplish 
much, and would recommend that the 
incoming chairman place himself in 
communication with the secretaries of 
the various local exchanges. By indu- 
cing several local exchanges to adopt 
various reforms, for instance, in the 
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cash discount of 1 per cent., and then 
proceed along the line of least resist- 
ance to other and contiguous ex- 
changes, until gradually the whole 
country could be covered, We all real- 
ize the absolute necessity of reducing 
the present discount for cash, and cur- 
tailing the terms which we allow on 
running accounts; but under the pres- 
ent conditions each jobber is afraid to 
take the initiative, and as long as we 
confine ourselves to passing resolu- 
tions at our annual meetings, 80 long 
will the conditions exist to which our 
worthy chairman of 1593 called our at- 
tention. 

The cash discount allowed by East- 
ern members of this association is, we 
believe, but 1 per cent., while in tne 
Central, Middle and Western States it 
is 1% per cent, with a tendency 
toward % per cent. in some instances. 
While the Box and Cartage Committee 
accomplished so much good by working 
from the West toward the East, we 
believe that the work of the Credit 
and Collection Committee could be 
equally as fruitful of good results were 
it to reverse the order and proceed 
from the East westward, inducing the 
local exchanges on the borderland be- 
tween 1 and 1% per cent. to 
uniformly adopt the smaller dis- 
count. Then, by working westward, 
the whole country could be prought into 
line as rapidly as possible. This plan 
of inaugurating reforms can be ex- 
tended in various other directions, the 
most apparent, perhaps, being a more 
uniform rule in extending credits. 
Many of the Western exchanges have 
organized what is known as a “credit 
clearing house.’”’ These credit clearing 
house rules consist of regulations whicu 
have been carefully considered, and 
which have been in practical operation 
in some of the exchanges for severai 
years. By these rulesa systematic in- 
terchange of experience is made pos- 
sible between the various credit depart- 
ments of the members of the ex- 
changes. This is done without in any 
way giving valuable information to @ 
competitor as to the details of the job- 
ber’s business, and at the same time is 
equitable and mutually beneficial. The 
results enable the members to compile 
reports which will show the total trade 
liabilities and dealings of their cus- 
tomers, and to render it almost impos- 
sible for unsafe credits to multiply, or 
for a dishonest dealer to overbuy and 
get his goods, or for a dealer who dis- 
regards his obligations with one house 
to purchase from another; in other 
words, to furnish a “clearing house’”’ 
for the records and experiences ot 
credit men, which will supply them 
with the missing link in their present 
chain of information; thus weeding out 
in time the undesirable dealers, who 
are not only a source of annoyance and 
direct loss to the wholesalers, but who 
furnish such undue competition for the 
honest, fair-dealing merchant, from 
whom the wholesalers must necessarily 
obtain their profit. 

If the Credit and Collection Commit- 
tee of this association will foster and 
encourage the establishing of these 
credit clearing houses by the local ex- 
changes throughout the entire country 
it will, perhaps, be possible in time, by 
the amalgamation of all of these local 
organizations, to secure a national 
clearing house, which will be of the 
greatest possible value to the National 
Wholesale Drug Association. 

In closing this report, we simply wish 
to reiterate what we have already said: 

1st. That up to the present time the 
work of the Credit and Collection Com- 
mittee has been practically barren of 
results. 


2d. That 
through local 
very great. 

3d. That the National Association, by 
inducing the local associations to har- 
monize on the question of credit and 
collections, can, perhaps, bring about 
results that have never been accom- 
plished before, and that a national 
committee is in a position to bring 
about these results where no other 
means could. 

4th. That the benefits to be derived 
are so great, that the effort is certain- 
ly worthy of a trial. Respectfully 
submitted, 


Alanson 8. Brooks, Chairman. 


the good accomplished 
organizations has been 


The President—Gentlemen, you have 
heard the report of this committee, 
which, in accordance with the usual 
custom, if there is no obejction, will 
be referred to the Board of Control. No 
objection appearing, it is so referred. 
The next regular business will be the 
hearing of the report of the Commit- 
tee on Adulterations, Henry B. Gilpin, 
chairman. Is Mr. Gilpin present? 

Mr. C. F. Weller—He does not seem 
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to be here, Mr. President. I have here 
a copy of the report which was sent to 
me by Mr. Gilpin. 


The President—In the absence of 
the chairman this will be read by the 
Secretary. 

Report of the Committee on Adual- 


teration, 


The subject of the adulteration of 
drugs, crude and powdered, been 
so thoroughly written upon by previous 
committees on adulteration, drug jour- 
nals, Government and State reports 
that it is scarcely possible to present 
anything of special interest on the sub- 
ject of adulteration in general. 

Your committee has found one in- 
stance of adulteration of a im- 
portant drug, namely, opium powdered, 
some lots examined being of low test 
and low price, containing foreign sub- 
stance. The cost of powdered opium is 
readily ascertained, as 100 pounds of 
gum yields 7S to SZ pounds of powder; 
add to this 12 to 20 cents per pound 
for powdering, which will give the cost. 
From this it will be when gum 
opium costs, say, $1.75 per pound, the 
powder would be from $2.31 to 2.30, ex- 
clusive of containers, 

To deal in detail with every instance 
of adulteration of drugs, chemicals, 
oils, ete., would render this report more 
technical in character than usual with 
the scope of reports of this committee. 

This subject, moreover, being fully 
dealt with in the current reports and 
in trade and technical journals, thereby 
keeping the handler apprised of the 
best methods of detection of adultera- 
tion and of assay. Whilst there are al- 
ways products of poor quality at so- 
called cheap prices, your committee ob- 


has 


most 


seen 


serves with pleasure the constantly 
widening appreciation of product of 


highest attainable purity, and believes 
that the tendency of competition is to 
improve in yeneral the whole line of 
chemicals and drugs, both crude and 
prepared, Your committee sees no oc- 
easion for any specific recommenda- 
tions. The laws on the subject of food 
and drugs are ample for the protection 
of the people, and with the spread of 
education, both scientific and popular, 
we may hope to see these in time effect- 
ively enforced, 
Henry B. Gilpin, Chairman. 


The President—Gentlemen, you have 
heard the report of that committee. 
Unless there is some objection this re- 
port will take the usual course. No ob- 
jection appearing, it will be so re- 
ferred. Is the chairman of the Board 
of Control ready to present his report 
at this time? 

Mr. Weller—I think, Mr. President, 
that the work of the Board of Control 
has been somewhat simplified this year 
from the fact that a number of the 
chairmen of the different committees, 
by the request of the President, have 
sent in copies of their reports about 
one week in advance. Consequently 
we have been able to prepare our rec- 
ommendations and had them ready to 
present yesterday if they had been 
called for. We are very much obliged 
to the gentlemen who complied with 
this request. It certainly has been a 
great favor to the Board of Control. 

Referring to the report that has just 
been read, the report of the Committee 
on Adulterations, as they have made 
no recommendations we will simply 
move that the report be adopted and 
spread upon the minutes, 

Seconded and carried. 

Mr. Weller—We next have the report 
of the Committee on Transportation. 
The report of the Transportation Com- 
mittee has received due consideration 
at our hands and the situation as pre- 
sented in the report is thoroughly ap- 
preciated and understood by every 
member of shis Association. 

It is a well known fact that the 
railroad companies know very little 
about the nature of the goods handled 
by wholesale druggists. As a conse- 
quence they make many mistakes in 
classification. The Board of Control 
would therefore recommend that a 
Classification Committee consisting of 
three members of this Association be 
appointed by the President of this As- 
sociation to look into this matter; to 
attend the rate meeting in Chicago, 
which is to be held some time in Octo- 
ber or November, and endeavor to have 
the Western classification so amended 
as to meet the views of the members 
of this Association. We believe that 
this can be done and that many of the 


errors in classification will be recti- 
fied at once by the board. One par- 
ticular item not mentioned in this re- 
port is lampblack. East of the Mis- 
sissippi a@ minimum car is 10,000 
pounds, while west of the Mississippi 
a minimum ear is 20,000 pounds. 


This is an injustice to the Western 
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shipper. Why the Western shipper 
should be compelled to pay freight on 
a car load of goods when he only gets 
10,000 pounds is certainly a mystery to 


us and a great injustice. 

Through the efforts of some of our 
members the rate on London purple 
was changed from second to fourth 


class at the last rate meeting in Chi- 
cago. Only a few years ago paris 
green was billed first-class west of 
the Mississippi River in car-load lots; 


this has also been changed to fourth 
class. We think it is only necessary 


to bring these matters to the attention 
of our railroad friends by a committee 
having the endorsement of this Associ- 


ation to have these natters rectified. 


The Board of Control does not ap- 
prove of this association becoming 
members of the National Transporta- 


tion Association. At our last meeting 

| this matter was left in the hands of the 
Board of Control with power to act, and 
after considerable investigation we @e- 
cided that it would be of no benefit to 
a large majority of our members. 

We move the adoption of the report 
with the exception of that part refer- 
ring to this association becoming mem- 
bers of the National Transportation 

Bureau. 
Seconded and adopted. 


The President — Before’ proceeding 
further with the report of the Board 
of Control, I would say that I am in 


receipt of the following cablegram, gent 
by Mr. Kline from Paris: 

“From Paris, where I am in body, I 
send greeting to Denver, where I am 
in spirit, with best wishes for a har- 
monious meeting.’’ 

Upon receipt of this I requested ex- 
President Robinson to draw up and 
submit to the association a cablegrain 
in reply, which I will ask Mr, Robinson 
to read. 

Mr. Robinson—I move that the sec- 
retary be instructed to reply to Mr. 
Kline’s cablegram as fellows: ‘“‘Associa- 
tion returns cordial greetings and best 
wishes of safe return home.’’ 

Seconded and unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Weller moved that the recom- 
mendation of the Board of Control in 
regard to the report of the Transporta- 
tion Committee be specially referred to 
the incoming Committee on Transpor- 
tation. 

Seconded and adopted. 

Mr. Robinson, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Nominations, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

Your committee would respectfully 
make the following recommendations 
for officers of the association for the 
ensuing year: 

For President—J. C. 
apolis, Minn. 

For First Vice-President—W. A. 
Hover, Denver, Col. 

For Second Vice-President—Henry B. 
Gilpin, Baltimore, Md. 

For Third Vice-President—James R. 
Owen, Chicago, IIL. 

For Fourth Vice-President—F. W. 
Braun, Los Angeles, Cal. 

For Fifth Vice-President—N. A. Fall, 
Atlanta, Ga, 

For Secretary—A. B. 
neapolis, Minn, 

For Treasurer—E. L. Strong, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, 

For Board of Control—C. F. Weller, 
Omaha, Neb.; Fred L. Carter, Boston, 
Mass.; Frank A. Faxon, Kansas City, 
Mo.; Daniel Myers, Cleveland, Ohio; D, 
D. Phillips, Nashville, Tenn. 

Respectfully submitted, William A. 
Robinson, chairman; J. C. Fox, James 
R. Owen, John A. Gilman and H. E. 
Marvin, Committee. 

Mr. Robinson—I would like to say 
that we took the liberty of placing on 
this list of officers one of the members 
of our own committee. We did this 
over his earnest protest, by the unani- 
mous wish of the remaining members 
of the committee. I would further state 
that this report met with the unani- 
mous approval of the committee, with 
the exception of the gentleman who 
Was nominated from the committee it- 
self. The entire committee felt that 
Mr. Weller was entitled to appointment 
as chairman of the Board of Control 
by reason of his very faithful services 
during the past two years. 

Each of the names presented by the 
Nominating Committee was received 
with applause, and upon motion of Mr, 
Robinson the time for the election of 
officers was set at 5.45 of the same 
afternoon, thus giving the two hours’ 
interval provided for by the by-laws of 
the association. 

Mr. Weller (continuing the report of 
the Board of Control)—Mr. Chairman, 
those of you who were present yester- 
day and listened to the long and ex- 
haustive report of the Committee on 
the Drug ‘Market will certainly appre- 
ciate the work that has been done by 
our friend, Mr. Muth, in getting up this 


Eliel, Minne- 


Merriam, Min- 



















eee 
of Control has no | of the Fire Insurance Committee was 


report. The Board 
recommendations; only this: That the 
thanks of the association are certainly 


due to Mr. George I. Muth, chairman. 
and his excellent committee for the 
very able report that they have pre- 


We pre- 
and 


drug market. 
consideration, 


sented on the 
sent it for your 
move its adoption, 

Seconded and carried. 

Mr. Weller—We now have the report 
of the Committee on Fire Insurance. 
The Board of Control has carefully 
considered the report of the Committee 
on Fire Insurance and finds it to be of 
considerable interest and very complete 
in detail, and we hope some action will 
be taken by this association that will 
enable wholesale druggists to obtain 
lower rates of insurance. The report 
touches on the salaries paid to officers, 
agents, brokers and employees of in- 
surance companies, and gives this as 
one of the reasons for the excessive 
rates we are compelled to pay, and 
goes on to state that the expenses of 
some of the smaller companies have 
exceeded their entire fire Some 
earnest, energetic work should be done 
by this association on the line of fire 
insurance. We would therefore recom- 
mend that this matter be taken up in 
open session and thoroughly discussed 
to see if some plan cannot be devised 
by which we can remedy the present 
condition of things. We commend this 
report to your consideration. Now, in 
speaking of this being taken up in open 
session, we did not know whether it 
would be the pleasure of the association 
to do this or not. We believe that 
something should be done by the whole- 
sale druggists to remedy the great evil 
that exists. We are certainly paying 
more insurance than any other class of 
men for the same risk. 

Mr. Fred L. Carter—I hardly see how 
we can take up the subject before this 
body, as there has been no resolution 
presented; unless the committee brings 
in resolutions, or the Board of Control, 
it seems to me it would take a very 
long time before we could take action 
on it, 

Mr. Weller—The Board of Control, of 
course, could make no recommenda- 
tions from the report, and we wanted 
to bring the report before the body. It 
makes a great many suggestions, but 
really no recommendation. Now, it 
might possibly be better, if it is not 
thought advisable to take this up and 
discuss it, to refer it back to Mr, Snow, 
or to the committee, for any special 
recommendations they may have to 
make. We did not feel called upon to 
make any recommendations, mnder the 
circumstances, although we feel the im- 
portance of the question. 

Mr. Kelly—It seems to me that the 
only thing tending toward a recom- 
mendation in the report, if I recollect 
correctly, was that the drug trade of 
the United States should unite in form- 
ing an insurance company, somewhat 
after the manner of the companies 
formed upon that basis for the protec- 
tion of factories. It seems to me that 
Was about the only thing that was 
really recommended, and in such form 
as that we could take it up at this 
time. I would ask the chairman of the 
Board of Control if that is not in ac- 
cordance with his remembrance. 

Mr. Weller—That was the only thing 
that would seem in the nature of a 
recommendation. He goes on to speak 
of the companies that have been form?d 
for the mutual protection of factories 
in New England, and seemingly sug- 
gests that the wholesale druggists of 
the country should adopt some similat 
plan, organizing insurance companies 
of their own. 

Mr. Snow—I do not think we are 

wdy at tae present time to take any 
actien on the recommendation to form 
insurance companies. In order to make 
a mutual company successful, it would 
be necessary to have at least one hun- 
dred wholesale drug houses properly 
equipped and protected, and at present 
we have not, perhaps, to exceed twen- 
ty-five. My idea in suggesting this 
subject was that perhaps in a year or 
two, or three years later, we may be 
prepared to do something of that sort, 
I have suggested it for the purpose of 
giving the members an opportunity to 
consider it, and I wish to urge upon 
them the importance of protecting their 
risk. Even if they never organize a pro- 
tective mutual company, it would be 
for their interests to properly protect 
their risks. They will get a much lower 
rate on insurance than can now be had 
and be better satisfied themselves. It 
Was with that idea that I threw out 
this thought of the mutual company, 
but I do not think at the present time 
that we are ready to organize a com- 
pany of that kind. 

On motion of Mr. Carter the report 





losses, 








specially referred to the Fire Insurance 
Committee to be appointed for the next 
year. 

Mr. Weller—There is no doubt but 
that you all listened with a great deal 
of interest to the report presented by 
Mr. Cutler of Kansas City upon paints 
oils and glass. They made no recom- 
mendations, and the Board of Control 
would simply make the following refer- 
ence to the report: 

The paint, oil and glass business has 
become an important feature of the 
wholesale drug trade, especially in the 
West, where this class of goods forms 
a large part of the business done by 
wholesale druggists. Local associa- 
tions have been able to control prices 


so that the business has been fairly re- 
has been 


munerative. Some trouble 
experienced in the fact that many 
manufacturers show a desire to deal 


direct with retailers and consumers. 
We would respectfully recommend to 
the coming committee that an effort 
be made to induce manufact rers to 
give their goods to legitimate whole- 
sale houses only. We would move that 


the report be adopted and take its 
usual course. 

Seconded and carried. 

Mr. Weller—We have before us the 


report of the Committee on Legislation. 
The Boara of Control has given very 
careful attention to the report of this 
committee. This committee has cer- 
tainly been very active, as their report 
will show. Diversity of opinion among 
those interested in regard to tax-free 
alcohol has no doubt largely obstructed 


the work of the committee. At the 
same time, this association having 
gone on record as in favor of free 
aleohol, and the law having been 


passed, it is right and proper that we 
should insist upon its enforcement. 
We indorse the report of the comunit- 
tee and recommend the adoption of the 
resolutions referred to. 

The pure food and drug bill has also 
received careful consideration at the 
hands of this committee. The Board 
of Control would recommend the adop- 
tion of the resolutions offered, which 
cover the case, as we think, very fully. 
This matter is in good shape and we 
believe with proper legislation in the 
different States the evil of adultera- 
tion will soon be done away with. We 
commend the work of the committee 
in their efforts to defeat the passage of 
the Bailey bill, and are pleased to note 
that success attended their efforts 
and that the Torrey bankruptcy bill, 
which meets with great favor among 
all classes of business, will undoubt- 
edly pass at the next session of Con- 
gress. 

The three resolutions presented by 
the report of the Committee on Legis- 
lation were then read seriatim and 
motion the report 


adopted, and upon 
of the committee as a ‘whole was 
adopted and ordered to take the usual 
course, 

The President—The next regular 
business is the hearing of the report 


of the Committee on Commercial Trav- 
elers, Mr. Theo. F. Meyer of St. Louis, 
Mr. Meyer not being pres- 


chairman. 
ent, I will ask the chairman of the 
Board of Control to read the report. 


Gentlemen, give your attention to the 
report of the Committee on Commer- 
cial Travelers. 

The following report was then read 
by Mr. Weller: 


Report of Committee on Commercial 
Travelers. 


The Commercial Traveler—aye, 
there’s the rub—-with his salary, not a 
small item; his expense account, a large 
one; his plausible stories; his explana- 
tions of why he failed to sell this or 
that dealer; his interesting report of 
the orders promised him on his next 
trip; his criticisms of our ability to buy 
properly, and of the exalted views of 
our prices: his volubility on the sub- 
ject of the lower quotations of our 
competitors, and his extreme reticence 
as to the instances where our figures 
are below par; his generosity in énter- 
taining and indorsing the claims of 
his customers; his credulity in regard 
to the prices the customer has received 
from a rival traveler and the com- 
mendable front with which he appeals 
to us for an advance in salary on his 
reduced showing of profit—all this and 
much more we are familiar with en- 
dear him to us, and even at times 
prompt us to offer him the manage- 
ment of the business. 

There is another page to his biogra- 
phy which appears in brighter type, 
and it is here we observe his ever 
prompt defense of our good name; his 
readiness at all times to take up the 
cudgel where our honor is questioned 














or our ability for enterprise belittled. 
Ihe house he represents (though he 
prudently refrains from telling us so) 
is always at least the best on earth, 
if not the most extensive. Our ears 
would burn and our cheeks be man- 
tled with blushes if we could hear the 
praise he gives us to our customers. He 
is ever ready to start out at a moment’s 
notice on aé_é= special mission, even 
though he may privately feel it to be 
a fool’s errand, and his home ties have 
at times to stand severe strains to meet 
our views of what is required of him. 
Many are the privations he cheerfully 
endures; much the abuse he stoically 
submits to (where we would lose our 
temper and a customer as well); fre- 
quent are the unsavory specimens of 
cookery he encounters, and lively, in- 
stead of restful, the beds on which he 
reclines to fitful slumber and dreams of 
opening stocks. The charge for sleeper, 
which appeared in his expense book, 
and at which we grumbled, he may not 
have paid to the Pullman Company, 
but if he did travel all night in the 
cramped seat of a day coach in order 
to even up an expense incurred, and 
which we would have kicked against, 
to entertain a dissatisfied customer, 
did he not really do it in the interest 
of the house he represents? Though if 
we knew of it we would not approve. 

This drummer, tourist or salesman is 
a nineteenth century product, thor- 
oughly up to date; he is assertive and 
assuasive. ubiauitous and enterprising; 
he is expeditious and he is legion, 
cheerful in adversity and generous to a 
fault—much more could we say of him 
deservedly to his credit. As to the 
qualifications he should possess to be 
successful, a good constitution and good 
address, good temper and _ politeness, 
unceasing energy, decision of charac- 
ter and patience are said to be requi- 
sites. 

If a necessary appendage, he is un- 
fortunately a very expensive one, and 
it is to this feature of his existence 
your committee's attention is principal- 
ly directed. 

Animated by a laudable desire to ob- 
tain practical information for the bene- 
fit of the association, your committee 
made up a synopsis of the reports ren- 
dered at ten previous meetings and 
mailed a copy of this, together with the 
following communication and list of 
inquiries, to each wholesale drug house 
connected with the association: 

For reply: Since nearly if not all of 
us handle brushes, glass, liquors, per- 
fumery, stationery, paints and oils, and 
to a greater or less extent also cigars, 


tobaccos and notions—for which we 
must find buyers—and the fact being 
gzenerally admitted that our friend, the 


as a rule very jeal- 
ous or our soliciting 
trade from any other than an apothe- 


retail druggist, is 


suspicious of 


cary (though he does not with com- 
mendable consistency by any means 
confine his purchases to us), what is 


your opinion as to the restrictions we 
should put upon our travelers in soli- 
citing orders, 

What are your views as to the limi- 
tations of a traveler’s authority in the 
way of making allowances in the ad- 
justment of complaints for overcharge, 
Shortages, etc.? 

From your experience in recent years, 
what do you expect from your best 
salesman in gross sales per annum and 
what in gross profits? What from your 
least capable man in gross sales and 


profits? And what from the salesman 
whose position strikes an average 


about half way between the above? 

What do you deem the proper limits 
of the expense account (including 
salary) of the three salesmen referred 
to? 

Do you consider the above 
capable man” profitable to you? 

Do you employ by salary and expense 
allowance or on a commission basis? 
If by contract, will you kindly enclose 
a copy of the form you use? 

The 1894 report suggested the con- 
sideration of some plan by which the 
traveling system be better adapted to 
modern conditions of trade—commented 
upon the employment of men who are 
lacking in the essential qualities of a 
good business man, excepting address, 
and the fact that salesmen can only 
be made profitable when within certain 
limits and not in territory belonging to 
another jobber; recommended  well- 
posted salesmen, able to realize that 
reasonable profits are essential versus 
large sales. 

The 1893 report was devoted to sug- 
gestions as to proper relations between 
employer and employee, pointed out the 
necessity of men of good character 
being employed and to their being en- 


“least 
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couraged when doing well by letters 
from employers; stated that the best 
rule was to pay salaries and expenses 
versus commissions and dwelt upon 
the increased number of traveling 
salesmen employed. 

The 1892 report treats of the commer- 
sal traveler as he is—the interests he 
serves, indicating, first, his own; sec- 
ond, his employers’; third, his custom- 
ers’—states he is not overpaid; asks 
the question: ‘‘Can we reduce the num- 
of travelers?’ Concludes with: 

commercial traveler here to 


ber 
“The 
stay.” 

1891.—In the report for this year it 
stated there are 1,250 travelers di- 
connected with the drug busi- 
United States, not includ- 
pharmaceutical or 
sundries concerns. To maintain these 
1,250 it is claimed three millions of 
dollars are paid out annually; admits 
the commercial traveler to be a neces- 
sity and a fixture, but that there are 
many errors we make in our dealing 
with him which prevents our deriving 


is 


is 
rectly 
ness of the 
ing proprietary, 


benefit from his efforts. One is the 
method of his compensation. If we 
pay salary the temptation exists to 


pay less than necessary to secure best 
ability; if commission, we tempt the 
men to sell goods at a sacrifice and cut 
prices result. A middle course is sug- 
gested whereby we pay a salary and a 
commission. 

The 1890 report states that the job- 
bing drug trade was not suffering from 
an excess of traveling men or unrea- 
sonable cost of maintaining them, but 
from a gradual and unremitting in- 
crease in the general expense of con- 
ducting the wholesale drug business; 
argues that if the percentage of ex- 
was no greater now than a 
decade ago, few jobbers would have 
cause to complain. It claims that 
every employer must be, as he is, alaw 
unto himself, and that travelers do not 
cut unduly and persistently unless they 
have the material support of their em- 
ployers—concludes with: The traveler 
has come to stay, and we could not spare 


pense 


him if we would. Suggests in selec- 
tion of travelers men of intelligence, 
ability, industry, discretion, tact, 


judgment and integrity be chosen and 
that they be kept well posted, 

The 1889 report gives a synopsis of 
the reports of previous years; Sus- 
vests much benefit might result from a 
comparison of notes among the differ- 


ent members of the trade as to the 
best manner of utilizing the travé ler, 


but does not believe in the advisability 
of legislative measures to control trayv- 
or other employees, deeming it 
to let such matters rest entirely 
will of the members of the 
sociation—suggesis the traveler should 
not only be a salesman, but a man 
well acquainted with the business 
methods of his house and the stock it 
carries, to be a true representative of 
the head of the firm. The committee 
believed the traveler to be an impor- 
tant factor, a profitable factor and a 
permanent one, hoping he would tarry 
leng and increase and multiply com- 
mensurate with our increased growth; 
questioned the idea of increased cust 
of doing business being solely due to 
the system of travelers, or that any 
considerable part of the increase was 
due to this system; dwelt upon the fact 
that the cost of doing business had 
increased in every way—higher priced 
employees all along the line, shorter 
hours, more expensive ways of putting 
up goods, free delivery in cities, higher 
rents, enforced contributions for all 
sorts of purposes, larger and more di- 
versified stocks being carried, a lavish 
display in handsome fixtures and fur- 
niture, ete., ete., decline in price of 
goods ‘having also caused an appar- 
ent increase in the percentage of cost 
of doing business. If the cost of la- 
bor and other expense of doing busi- 
ness was the same to-day as formerly, 
owing to decline in values, the direct 
increase in the cost of doing business 
would be 40 per cent. on account of 
decreased values alone. Don't be- 
lieve the cutting down of profits is 
due in any great measure to the trav- 
eler, but that the competition among 
manufacturers for the retail and large 
consumers’ trade has done consider- 
able to reduce profits. The com- 
mittee approved of the plan of com- 
pensating travelers by paying them a 
definite percentage of profits on the 
sales they made; did not approve of 
the plan of allowing a fixed sum per 
diem for expenses; combated the posi- 
tion taken by the association on that 
day to reduce the number of travelers, 
and to make their sales, or profits on 
their sales, the only basis of compen- 
sation, and to allow them a per diem 
rate for expenses; opposed the idea 
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that either of the propositions above 
mentioned could be made to work Sat- 
isfactorily; suggested that the traveler 
who was well informed could be of 
great benefit to the business by aiding 
in buying goods as well as selling; that 
he is an educator of the trade anda 


| pioneer in opening up new fields; that 


lhe ean create and encourage kindly 
|feelings and good-will between his 
house and customers, report on the 


standing of the trade he visited, their 
methodsand traits, nature of competition 
in different sections; that he could ad- 
just differences and settle complicated 
accounts; that he must have the full 
confidence of his employers. In rela- 
tion to salary, that the highest salaried 
man was usually the cheapest; com- 
plained of the premiums being offered 
our travelers by manufacturets who 
were anxious to secure the travelers’ 
efforts in behalf of their products; did 
not approve of sending lists of travel- 
ers to inquirers; resolved that the em- 
ployment of travelers should be left to 
the discretion of members of the asso- 
ciation. 

The 1888 report claimed that the evils 
laid at the door of the traveler were 
directly chargeable to ovrambitious 
firms striving to divert trade from its 
natural course, deceiving themselves 
with the argument that the margin 
made in the increased sales thus 
gained was so much clear profit, and 
that the fixed expenses of the house 
were not increased; that the reputation 
of a house depended largely on _ its 
representatives; and called for a higher 
standard of ability and character 
among salesmen; that a_ salesman 
should be a partner in the results of 
his labor. This report with 
suggestion in regard to compensation. 

The 1887 report deals with the ques- 
tion of the number of salesmen to be 
employed; recommends that each firm 
represented in the association which 
employed eight travelers reduce that 
number to six, and larger firms, doing 
a larger business, reduce the number 
in like proportion; resolve that it 
would be better for the welfare of the 
drug trade that the number of sales- 
men be reduced about 25 per cent, 


1886.—This report commented upon 
the fact that a large majority of the 
association was opposed to the 
tem of employing salesmen on a per- 
centage basis, and that it had been 
proved that any such scheme could not 
be made satisfactory to the association 
at large—stated that the majority of 
members of the association was, op- 
posed to a salesman making collections 
and to his receiving credit for mail or- 


closes 


sys- 


ders from his territory. In regard to 
Objection to employing a salesman 
on a commission basis, the following 
was cited: 


First, liable to result in a partial loss 
of control over salesmen, also leading 


him to cut prices, that it would in- 
crease the number of travelers, lead 
salesmen to question the aecuracy of 


the profit account, lead to dissatisfac- 
tion and frequent changes; that it put 
risks and responsibilities upon sales- 
men properly belonging to his em- 
ployer, and that it was open to legal 
objections, making the salesman a 
partner for whose acts the employer 
could be held responsible—closed with 
the opinion that the number of trav- 
elers should be reduced and territory 
restricted, salesmen’s expenditures Jim- 
ited, that he only be allowed to make 
collections on written authority, have 
credit for personal sales only, not be 
permitted to cut prices, and should re- 
ceive a salary based on his net profits, 
due allowance being made for the char- 
acter and the value of his services. 

The 1SS5 report, after commenting 
upon the reduction In profits in our 
business, suggests that the traveler can- 
not be abolished, but that an improve- 
ment in the character of men employed 


was advisable. After discussing the 
number of salesmen employed in this 
country, gives information in regard 


to the method pursued in Great Brit- 
ain. Report closes with the suggestion 
that the association takes some action 
of commission on 
sales in lieu of salary. 

Previous reports dwell upon the fact 
that the traveler should be thoroughly 
acquainted with his business, educated 
in the house he is to represent in order 
to become familiar with its methods; 
that he should be expected to represent 
the interests and the character of the 
house which employs him and not him- 
self or his customer. The fact is men- 
tioned in one report that there are 
travelers who have improved their op- 
portunities frequently at the expense 


of their employers to secure trade or ; 


patronage which they call their own 
and which is usually for sale to the 
highest bidder. 
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In response to our inquiries we re- 
ceived a large number of replies, brief 
and voluminous, statistical and theoret- 
ical, but all uniformly courteous. To 
make a satisfactory resume of this cor- 
respondence would be practically im- 
possible—the “many men of many 
minds” being found in this, as in all 
organizations composed of brilliant in- 
tellects. 
SYNOPSIS OF REPLIES TO OUR _sIN- 
QUIRIES, 

The majority of our members who re- 
sponded (three-fifths) are opposed to 
having their salesmen confine their 
solicitations to the drug trade alone, 
but instruct them to secure orders for 
everything aside from drugs and pat- 
ents from other reputable dealers. 

One-fifth favor limiting the visits of 


their travelers to the druggists only 
and the other fifth are governed by 
local conditions in each town visited, 


deciding upon policy alone whether or 
not to refrain from seeking business 
outside of the legitimate pharmacies. 
One correspondent comes out boldly, 
and, after advocating the taking of 
orders from all dealers in our goods, 
says: ‘‘We are firm believers that the 
cut-rate store has come to stay, and 
therefore see no just reason why we 
should not be allowed to sell such 
people, especially when their credit is 
good and they can pay for what they 
buy. We would be glad to protect the 
legitimate retail druggists and should 
do so if they could prevent the depart- 
ment stores from getting goods, but 
we believe this cannot done. As 
a result of our not selling the cut-rate 
stores in our immediate territory we 
are losing $100,000 worth of business 


be 


per annum. Is this right? We say 
no,” 
In regard to the making of allow- 


ances and adjusting of complaints by 
travelers, four-fifths of our correspond- 
ents emphatically oppose it, ruling that 
all complaints, ete., should be referred 
to the house for adjustment. The re- 
maining fifth display a confidence in 
the training of their representatives 
and in their judgment, which leads 
them to decide that the salesman on 
the ground is the one best prepared to 
settle all such matters. 

As might be expected, there was more 
reticence displayed in the answer to 
our next query, though the replies from 
many were of a very definite charac- 
ter. Sales of $100,000 per annum seem 


to be about the highest limit reached, 
With @ gross profit ranging from 12 
per cent. to per cent. 

From this “century record” the scale 


declimes, S75,000, S7O0.000, S65.000, S60,- 
OO) SOLOW and down te S40.000 
reported by various members as the re 
sults of their best work, and 
the percentage of gross profit, Ld per 
cent. to IS per cent. (an average of ID 
cent. in most of the instances 
cited), showing an improvement, 
should be expected from lighter sales, 

In comparison with above, the low- 
est sales reported are from S2ZO,000 (in 
one instance only), to S30,000, $35,000 
and $40,000, the last-named sum being 
the one given in most of the reports as 
the amount received from the lowest 
salesman on the list, the percentage of 
gross profit being about the same as in 
the case of the best salesmen; an ar- 
gument, perhaps, that the best sales- 
man is able to hold his own in point of 
profit, 

Opinions as to the proper limits of 
the salary and expense account show a 
wide diversity, for example: 

We find the salesmen referred to in 
previous paragraphs are paid respec- 
tively 4+ per cent., 5 per cent., 5% per 
cent., 6 per cent., T per cent., 744 per 
cent., 73-5 per cent., S per cent. and 
10 per cent. of the gross amount of 
their sales—the least capable man in 
most cases being considered directly 
profitable, though in a few of the in- 
stances indirectly only, through trade 
their visits influenced to the house. 


being 


men's 


as 


Employment by contract does not ap- 
pear to be favored at all, or, to be ac- 
curate, in but instance. The ma- 
jority—tive-sixths—of the replies we re- 
ceived indicate arrangements are made 
on a salary and expense basis alone, 
though in many of these the 
employers admit they believe a com- 
mission basis to be the best. In but 
one-sixth of the reports do we observe 
salesmen employed on a strictly com- 


one 


cases 


mission basis. 
In addition to above we take the lib- 


erty of offering the following quota- 
tions taken from the letters we re- 
ceived and which, as expressions of 


members from Maine 


opinion of our 
may prove interesting 


to California, 
reading: 

“In our opinion, there is only one way 
that a salesman should be employed, 
and that is giving him a good percent- 


| 


30 


age of the profits—then, if. hé makes 


good profits he gets morte salary.” 


“We belfeve there are altogethér too 
that 
to the 
the United 
at 


many travelers out, and further, 
it would be a perfect godsend 
wholesale drug trade of 
States if they could be cut down 
least 5O per cent.” 


“Contract between employer and em- 
affair, 
which may prove extremely expensive 
and at best of but little advantage to 


ployee, I consider a one-sided 


the party of the first part.” 

“We have never employed any trav- 
eler upon commission, for the reason 
that we fear clandestine cutting of re- 
bates. This is the principal reason, 
but we also wish to control the sales- 
man entirely, and not under any cir- 


cumstances be brought into contro- 
versy as to our profits.” 
“Retail druggists do not seem to 


possess the commercial tact necessary 
to retain the drug sundry business, 
hence it is drifting naturally into the 
hands of the dry goods trade. This 
being a fact, it seems necessary for 
travelers to drum the dry goods houses 
or lose a large amount of sales of drug- 
gists’ sundries.” 

“While the retailer, who demands so 
much and gives so little in return, goes 
so far as to insist that we shall not sell 
certain parties, at the same time he 
buys of the very class of merchants he 
says we must not sell. In view of these 
facts we believe in selling wherever 
our interests are best served. We take 
this stand because we have been driven 
to it.’’ 

“We permit our travelers to sell to 
any reliable retail house, whether drug- 
gist or not, for the reson that were we 
to sell druggists only we could not ex- 
ist.” 

‘We prefer to confine our work to the 
retail druggist exclusively, finding from 
experience if we sell them their wants 
we can get a larger and more satisfac- 
tory trade. They generally pay more 
promptly and are more profitable than 
the outside buyers.” 

“We do not consider our traveler’s 
sales as the sole criterion of his useful- 
ness. One whose good sense and judg- 
ment enables us to avoid controversies 
and to maintain the good-will and cus- 
tom of our trade in his section and to 
avoid losses we consider more satisfac- 
tory on the whole than the mere order- 
takers.” 

“We train our travelers well in the 
indicions use of making allowances, and 
then allow them full libertv:; we find 
they have not abused this privilege thus 
far: we would, however, stop an exces- 
sive use of it.” 

“We never, under any circumstances, 
conduct our business with travelers on 
a cammission hasis, as we do not he- 
lieve that beneficial results are secured 
by that plan.” 

“In some respects the traveling agent 
is the inhher’s own worst enemy, and 
we would he very glad to unfasten the 
eoils he has thrown around us.’”’ 

“T do not think most houses sufficient- 
ly recognize the value of the drummer, 
and if more confidence was placed in 
them—that is, shown to them that it 
was placed in them, it would be much 
better for the interests of the house.” 

“We allow our traveler to make cor- 
rections in prices whenever he finds 
overcharges, as we deem it good policy 
to encourage confidence between cus- 
tomer and salesman.” 

We firmly believe if some plan could 
he reached by which the wholesale drug 
houses could do away with travelers en- 
tirely, employing perhaps one man to 
go over the territory once or twice 
year to look after the general condition 
of the trade, and probably one man to 
represent the sundries department 
great benefit would result to the drug 
trade generally and an immense sav- 
ing in the way of expense. Respectful- 
ly submitted, 


Theo. F. Meyer, Chairman. 


Mr. Charles F. Weller—The report of 
Committee on Commercial Travelers 
presents a very comprehensive review 
of this important feature in the drug 
business. The committee, however, 
has made no recommendations, and 
the Board of Control feel that the only 
thing that they can do is to move 
the adoption of the report and refer 
it to you for your consideration and 
have it printed. 


Motion seconded and carried. 


The President—In connection with 
this subject of commercial travelers, 
I would say that we have a volunteer 
paper by Mr. Dan Wheeler, traveling 
salesman of the Richardson Drug Co., 
one of our members, and unless there 
is some objection it would seem to me 



















that the association might hedr it 
at this time if you choose to do sd. 
What is your pleasure in regard to it? 

Motioh that the papér be read at 
this time. Seéondéd ana carried. 


Volunteer Paper on thé Americah 
Drug Travelef. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen of tie 


ciation: 


It is with a diffidence characteristic of 
that class of men that I have the honor 
to represent that I approach my sub- 
ject, “The American Drug Traveler.” I 
have a few words to say first to our 
wholesalers, our most’ enthusiastic 
friends and well-wishers, when trade is 


good and profits large, and our steadfast | 


and long-enduring friends when trade is 
light, and when, forced by 
houses, we have been obliged to sell 


need, and our friends indeed, who oft- 
times skirmish around their stock and 
give us orders sometimes for goods that 
they do not always need, so as to show 


dull times. Heaven bless their kind 
hearts! And last, but not least, a 
few words to that great, noble and 


brainy class, of which I am an humble 
member, “The American Drug Travel- 
ers.”’ 

To you, wholesalers, we owe our tem- 
poral being: we ask you to kindly bear 
with us, and, while you may consider us 
a necessary incubus, still we are neces- 
sary, and we all try to make that bur- 
den as light as possible. Treat us kind- 
ly, and do not, on receipt of some of our 
orders and you feel like pursuing us with 
axes and guns, do not upbraid us, but 
kindly restrain yourselves, and write us 
a nice letter and call our attention to 
the heavy expenses of the senior part- 
ner, who is traveling in Europe, and 
the outings of the heads of departments. 
Pat us on the back, and, while asking 
us to travel faster and work harder and 
make a little more territory, tell us we 
are the mainstay and pride of your 
house, and, while you cannot, consistent- 
ly raise our salary, that you really 
think without us life would lose all its 
charms. Take into consideration, also, 
the hardships and temptations we are 
exposed to, while you are luxuriating in 
the bosoms of your family, and also the 
hosoms of your clubs, remember your 
humble and round-shouldered repregen- 
tative, as he climbs pensively on the 
belated freight or the limited cattle 
train, or plows through the muddy coun- 
trv roads and cheerfully charges you 
$10 for a broken buggy spring. Do not 
upbraid him because he is sometimes 
behind his competitors: he cannot al- 
ways be ahead. Write him bright, chat- 
tv, breezy letters: consult him at all 
times on the best wav of running vour 
business. and also ask him his position 
on the different subjects of the dav: his 
position on the silver question. and like 
subjects. Do this. and vou will receive 
the heartfelt gratitude and “expense ac- 
count” of allof us. To the retailer, our 
sincere thanks are inadequate to express 
our feeling. How often has your 
sneaker and his fellow travelers car- 
ried a lamn or candle so that his cus- 
tomer could dig around among the bar- 
rels and boxes in the cellar, to gladden 
our hearts with a few more additions 
to his welcome order. and that the poor 
traveler can write his familv: “T have 
had a good trade to-dav, and did not 
‘do a thing’ to Tohnny Rush and Peter 
Slow, my competitors, who came in on 
the same train.” To the retailers do 
we owe our very existence. and we most 
highly anpreciate and fondly rememher 
all the kindness shown us by the retatl 
druggists of America. The position held 
by the drug traveler, as a connecting 
(not the missing) link between the job- 
bers and retailers, is a most delicate one 
and requires the best judgment and 
tact. so as to protect the best interests 
of the house he represents, and at the 
same time treat his customers in such a 
way as to retain their confidence and 
friendship. 


T quote from a recent speech made by 
that esteemed gentleman, Mr. D. R. 
Noyes, to the commercial travelers of 
Minnesota: ‘A bright, wide-awake young 
man came to me one morning recently 
and, handing me his card, said: ‘Mr. 
Noyes, I represent the house of Drugs, 
Drugs & Co.’ I looked at the young 
man and wondered if he really did 
represent my old friend, with whom TI 
had had dealings for years past. I won- 
dered if he was the same upright, 
straightforward business character, 
such as the firm whom he said he repre- 
sented. If he was not, he did not truly 
represent them.”” Every traveler has it 


competing | 


| discouraging business trip, 


their friendship, to help us through the | greeted with an icy reception from the 


National Wholesale Druggists’ Asso- | 
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in his power to popularize the house he 
is with, or lower it, in the estimation of 
his customers. The highest aim of every 
traveler should be to elevate the stand- 
ard of business integrity, and to repre- 
sent to the trade that his house is in 
every way worthy of their confidence 
and support. In that grand constella- 
tion formed by the American traveler, 
the American drug traveler stands out 
as a blazing sun; he shines like a ‘“‘dia- 
mond of the first water,” surrounded by 
gems of rare brilliancy, but of somewhat 
lesser value. As the wholesaler rapidly 


| acquires great wealth from his sales to 


the retailer, and the retailer gains riches 


| by his profits from the consumer, the 


traveler occupies that proud position as 
the upbuilder, upholder and friend of 
both the jobber and the retailer. The 
drug traveler, as a rule, is of a buoyanc 
and cheerful nature; like Bill Nye’s 


i a7 ” 
goods at close figures—and also a few | Mountain goat, he is a “merry cuss, 


remarks to the retailers, our friends in | 


always fond of a good story, and gen- 
erally able to tell a clever one. TI call 
to mind the instance of a traveler re- 
turning to his house, after a dull and 
and being 


senior partner, and the extension of two 
very frosty fingers, and by the chilling 
remark, ‘‘Not much business this trip, 
young man.” He gleefully returned: 
“Not much business; but I have learned 
fifteen new  stories.’”’ While always 
keeping an eye upon business, quick 
and ready to supply the wants of your 
customer, and to suggest to him any- 
thing that he may stand in need of, and 
that you can offer him to an advantage 
to himself, cultivate a cheerful man- 
ner, and remember that little verse writ- 
ten ages ago: 
Laugh and the druggists laugh with you, 
Weep and you weep alone; 
For the druggists of earth love plenty of mirth, 
They have troubles enough of their own 


The ingenuity of the advertising 
traveler of drug interests was véry apt- 
ly illustrated some years ago in the 
case of a young man of that class who 
dropped into a village church one 
beautiful Sabbath morning and heard 
the minister deplore the condition of the 
old, wornout hymn books used by the 
congregation. After the services were 
over he approached the clergyman and 
made him the proposition to furnish his 
church with one hundred beautiful 
hymn books, bound with Russia leather 
and handsomely gotten up, if he was al- 
lowed the privilege of interlining some 
of his advertisements throughout the 
hook. His offer was gladly accepted. 
The arrival of the books was greeted 
with joy hy the congregation. and. on 
the first Sabbeth morning after their 
coming the dominie rose in his pulpit 
and, gazing through his spectacles, gave 
out the first hymn: 

Hark, the heavenly angels sing. 

Brent Good’s pills are just the thing; 


Peace on earth and mercy mild. 
Two for an adult and one for a child. 


Somewhat bewildered, the pastor 
turned a page or two and commenced 
again: 


Softly o’er my senses stealing. 

Take something for that ‘‘tired feeling.’’ 

With purest thoughts, my sovl imbue— 

“Tt has cured others and it will cure you.” 

Always to do right, that I would. 

Write for a sample to Charles I. Hood. 

Gasping for breath he turned one 
more page and made another struggle: 

My days are short and filled with woe; 
Fluid extracts of P. D. Co. 

He gave it up with a sigh, and asked 
the congregation to return to their 
own books. 

Some of the greatest men of the 
world’s history have sprung from the 
ranks of the commercial traveler. It 
is even said that George Washington, 
the Father of his Country, at one time 
in his life, sold goods and collected ac- 
counts for some jobbing house of those 
early days, although the American 
historian, Col. E. C. Homan, is inclined 
to belive that Mr. Washington was a 
distiller, and was the founder of those 
two famous headache promoters, Mt. 
Vernon Rye and Cherry Tree Bitters. 
Chauncey M. Depew was at one time 
a salesman on the road, and also that 
great soldier and statesman, Peter R. 
Lance, famous the world over as the 
introductory agent of Warner’s Safe 
Cure and Log Cabin remedies. Among 
other notable men, I recall the name 
of that celebrated German scientist, 
Heinrich Mallinckrodt Martin. Promi- 
nent among the names blazoned in 
gold upon the “Roll of Honor” of men, 
who, some time during their life, re- 


ceived the liberal education (which 
founded their colossal fortunes) in 
that great training school, ‘The 


American Commercial Travelers,’’ ap- 
pear the names of Thomas Jefferson, 


Brent Carter Good, Julius Caesar, 
Frederick Cascara, Sagrada Odena, 
Daniel Webster, Francis Sozodont 
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Henry, Lord Byron, George Benson 
Seabury, William Gladstone, Alexan- 
der Antiseptic Lewis, Sir Walter Scott, 


; Johannas Thomas Moore Flavin, Colo- 


rado’s favorite poet, Edward Long- 
fellow Scholtz, made famous by his 
“Reveries of a Soda Fountain,” and 
thousands of other illustrious names of 
the literary, political and financial 
world, and we take still more pride in 
being members of an association that 
can give to the world such great and 
noble men. 

Let this be your aim, old traveler, be 
always upright, straightforward and 
honest in your representations, both 
to the house that you have the honor 
to travel for, and the trade which you 
solicit and are your friends, and suc- 
cess will perch upon your banners. 
and you will add to that “crown of 
laurels” already heavy upon the brow 
of the American Drug Traveler. 

Charles F. Weller—We have one other 
report, Mr. President—the Report of 
the Committee on Local Associations. 

“Tt is recommended by the Board of 
“ontrol that, in order to strengthen 
the proposed new retail plan, and make 
more effective the work of this associa- 
tion, that local associations he imme- 
diately formed in all sections where 
they do not already exist.” 

We offer this as a resolution and 
move the adoption of the report. Mo- 
tion seconded. 

Fred L. Carter—I think that the rec- 
ommendations reported by the commit- 
tee go a little beyond that of the Board 
of Control, and states that the incom- 
ing committee be instructed to this ef- 
fect. I forget exactly how it reads. It 
was intended as part of their work to 
start new local associations. As it is 
now, the report of the Board of Con- 
trol, or rather the recommendation, is 
very good in its way, but it does not 
go to anvbody to attend to, and what 
is anybody’s business is nobody’s busi- 
ness, 

Charles F. Weller—The Board of Con- 
trol took it for granted, of course, that 
the incoming committee would take up 
this work. We simply recommend that 
in the locations where local associa- 
tions have not been found, that they be 
immediately formed, and this work 
naturally goes to the incoming commit- 
tee, without any further recommenda- 
tion. T should take it in that way, at 
least. 

The President—If Mr. Carter wishes 
to amend that resolution, he can do ft 
In any way he wishes. 

Motion put and carried. 

Charles F. Weller—The Board of Con- 
trol recommend the adoption of their 
report as 2 whole. Motion seconded 
and carried. 

The Committee on Time and Place 
of Meeting report as follows: 


Report of Committee on Time and Place 

of Meeting. 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this 
committee that the next annual meet- 
ine of the National Wholesale Drug- 
fists’ Association be held at Niagara 
Falls in the month of Octoher, the date 
to be named by the Entertainment 
Committee not earlier than the 5th. 
Your committee heg to express with 
grateful recognition the most cordial 
and hearty invitation extended to this 
association from the cities of Nash- 
ville. Atlanta and Milwaukee. ‘Your 
committee helieve that the hest inter- 
ests of this association will he subh- 
served by meeting at a point that will 
bring together the strongest represen- 
tation. John M. Carey, 

Chairman of Committee. 


The President—This renort is in ac- 
cordance with the by-laws. which re- 
quire that two hours’ notice shall be 
given hefore it is presented to the con- 
vention for adontion. As we shall not 
be in session two hours, hence it will be 
necessary at the session to-morrow 
morning to give notice. it seems to me. 
when this will he acted wnon. T should 
like to be corrected if that is not the 
fact. We have a snecial order of busi- 
ness, T think, to-morrow morning. T 
think we take up first the Report on 
Proprietary Medicines to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Joh1a M. Carey—I move that this may 
be made the next order of business 
after the renort you refer to. 

The President—The Secretary will 
give notice that the decision of the 
time and place for next meeting, or 
taking vote on that, will be immedi- 
ately taken un after the business of 
the proprietary report to-morrow. The 
Secretary will make make a note of 
that. 

D. R. Noves—The snecial committee 
on the President’s address is ready toa 
report. and IT think that it ought to do 
so to-day, as an amerdment to the con- 
stitution is proposed. This requires 
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twenty-four hours’ notice, and cannot 
be acted upon until to-morrow after- 
noon, and it would not do to delay it 
much longer. 

The report was then read by Mr. 
Noyes, which is as follows: 


Report of Committee on President's 
Address. 

Your committee to whom was re- 
ferred the President’s address to re- 
port on its recommendations, would 
respectfully report that they heartily 
concur in the recommendation of a 
committee on box and cartage with the 
special and imperative duty to make 
an earnest effort to sustain the open 
charge for same where now made, and 
for its restoration where at present dis- 
continued. We recommend, however, 
that this committee be a standing com- 
mittee, as provided for in our constitu- 
tion, and that friends of the open 
charge east and west be represented 
upon it. 

As to the recommendation that “free 
delivery in cities and their suburbs” 
be restricted. your cOmmittee would re- 
Spectfully advise that its regulation be 
left for local action. 

The matter of a committee on rela- 
tions with local associations seems al- 
ready covered, and as within the prov- 
ince of our present standing committee 
on local relations, whose report is now 
with our Board of Control. 

The special resolutions on decease of 
our Treasurer, Samuel M. Strong, have 
already been presented. 

Regarding the amendment to our con- 
stitution empowering the President to 
fill vacancies that may occur in elective 
offices in the intervals between meet- 
ings of the Association, your commit- 
tee recommend the adoption of such 
amendment with the proviso that such 
appointments by the President he ap- 
proved by the Board of Control. 

The recommendation regarding our 
published annual reports deserves the 
attention of the Association. Your 
committee believe that improvements 
in arrangement. style, and more sub- 
stantial binding can he secured with 
little or no increased expense: that 
competition in contracts for publica- 
tion and issue may he desirable, and 
they commend the suggestion of a gen- 
eral division of list of firms by States. 
with an added alphabetical list of 
names. 

Either the President or Board of 
Control should direct and aid the Sec- 
retary in the nreparation and issue of 
this report. Your committee are of 
the opinion that the duties of Secretary 
of the Association and the Secretary 
of the proprietary committee might 
he successfully and profitably merged 
in one, but do not at present recom- 
mend such change. 

Dan’l R. Noyes. 
F. A. Faxon. 
F. L. Carter. 

Proposed new Article TX.—In case of 
vacancies occurring in elective offices 
in the interval between annual meet- 
ings, the President of the Association 
is empowered to make anvointments 
to fill such vacancies. subiect to the 
apvroval of the Board of Control. 

Present Article TX. shall hereafter be 
Article X. 

Present Article X. shall hereafter be 
Article XT. 

Present Article XT. shall hereafter be 
Article XTT. 

Present Article XII. shall hereafter 
be Article XTTT. 

Present Article XIIT. shal] hereafter 
be Article XTV. 

Present Article XIV. shall hereafter 
be Article XV. 

Present Article 
be Article XVT. 
J. C. Eliel—Do IT understend that Mr. 
Noyes’ recommendation is virtually 
that the standing committee on box 
and cartage as authorized bv the con- 
stitution be this committee? Is that 
the idea? 

D. R. Noyes—In answer to Mr. 
Fliel’s question, let me read this again. 
(First recommendation re-read.) 

J. C. Eliel—I do not understand that 
point. 7—? 

W. A. Robinson—Tn order that we 
may act more intelligently upon this 
dyaper, I would suggest that the chair- 
man of the committee be requested to 
read the several sections and let us act 
on each one separately. 

Motion put an@ carried. 

D. R. Noyes—Do I understand that 
action has been taken on this first 
section ? 

The President—Action will now be 
taken on this first section after being 
read again by the chairman. 

Chairman Noyes thereupon read the 
first recommendation of said report. 
Motion to adopt the same. 
J. C. Eliel—I fear that if the matter 


XV. shall hereafter 


is left in this shape it may result in 
the loss to the West and South of 
the open charge. It seems to me that 
it will be necessary for us at this time 
or at some special time during our 
deliberations at this session to take 
some more decisive action than this. 

The situation, as I understand it, is 
this: That there is no charge for box 
and cartage through the East and in 
New England; that some of our friends 
on what is known as the picket line 
have held this charge for years, f. 0. b. 
only on one side of the line, and char- 
ging for box and cartage on the other; 
in order that this unmercantile method 
might not spread over the entire coun- 
try. They have done this under the 
pledge, implied, if not in fact, that 
the Western members of this associa- 
tion would use their best efforts to 
again bring the East into line on this 
important question. If I am not cor- 
rect I hope some member will correct 
me. The further fact should be men- 
tioned now that the Western jobber 
has of late shown but little interest 
in this question, and has become go 
firmly convinced that his friends in 
the East would continue to hold this 
line that he has felt secure, and it 
seems too secure, in this position. T 
am authorized, I think, in making the 
statement that unless this open 
charge is resumed universally by East- 
ern jobbers by the first day of Decem- 
ber at the latest, that line so long and 
so gallantly held for our good will be 
broken. Under this resolution the 
president could, of course, appoint a 
committee on box and cartage; but it 
seems difficult sometimes to find the 
proper chairman for committees, and 
the proper material to make them up. 
A considerable Time would necessarily 
be lost, and the last day might be 
reached before any effective action 
could be taken. Tf desire very much, 
therefore, Mr. Chairman, that this he 
made a special order of business, if 
possible, and that a special committee 
be appointed by this body during its 
present session, or during this session, 
to take up this matter. My point, 
which perhaps Mr. Noyes did not fully 
understand a day or two ago when this 
came up, was that I thought it neces- 
sary at that time. in order to save this 
charge in the West, to take special 
action. Now. the chairman of the spe- 
cial committee on the president’s ad- 
dress recommends that it take its usual 
routine course, and T respectfully sub- 
mit that T fear that isa mistake. 

D. R. Noyes—In reply to Mr. Eliel. T 
will say that the matter was thorouch- 
lv discussed by the committee, Mr. 
Faxon, Mr. Carter and myself, and we 
had this to meet at once, that it will 
be the duty of the new president, soon 
to be elected, to appoint a committee 
on box and cartage, and to appoint it 
at once, before we senarate. We looked 
the matter over very carefully, and 
now, while we appreciate the advan- 
tages of a special committee. we are 
entirely conscious that it would be no 
more difficult to appoint a standing 
committee than to appoint a special 
committee. You will meet the same 
difficulties in making the appointment 
of a snecial committee that you would 
meet in making the appointment of a 
standing committee, and it is reanired 
that we have a standing committee, 
and we are not so confident of success 
that we could confidentlv hope to have 
this whole matter settled by the action 
of a special committee; some progresa 
might be made; but we do recommend 
as covering that point that this com- 
mittee be appointed as promptliv as 
possible; our newly elected president 
may appoint it as the first committee. 
if he seés fit. Whoever he appoints on 
this committee is charged hy this reso- 
Intion with the special and imperative 
duty to make an earnest effort to sus- 
tain the open charge. Now, I see noth- 
ing to be gained by a special commit- 
tee where there is a standing commit- 
tee, and I see very much to be lost by 
dropping the standing committee or 
submitting to a special committee a 
duty which devolves upon the standing 
committee. Your committee were 
unanimous in the opinion that we 
would gain nothing in this case by a 
special committee, but would = gain 
everything by having a standing com- 
mittee appointed as soon as possible 
and charged under this resolution with 
the special and imperative duty of ac- 
tion. 

J. C. Eliel—If I may sav another 
word, I agree entirely with Mr. Noyes 
in this matter, but in order that this 
body may take intelligent action upon 
this matter T desire at this time to ask 
Mr. George A. Kelly to give us a state- 
ment of the position as he sees it. I 
want this body te ‘have a knowledge 
of the situation that confronts us. 


George A. Kelly—Before I have any- 
thing to say upon this subject I would 
prefer that Mr. Myers should explain 
the situation so far as Cleveland is 
concerned. I will then state the posi- 
tion of Pittsburg. 


Daniel Myers—Mr. Chairman and 
Gentlemen: In my mind this f. o. b. 
affliction is a very sericus matter. I 
worked on this subject years ago until 
I got utterly discouraged. I was chair- 
man of a committee on box and cart- 
age some years ago, and personally 
made a canvass of New England, New 
York and Baltimore, and almost suc- 
ceeded, but made a grand failure, be- 


cause of the position of one house in | 


New York city; but I understand that 


they are now with us, in sympathy 
with the movement to restore’ the 
charge. You will all remember when 


perhaps and how the f. o. b. business | 


originated in the East, and how it was 
adopted at once by adjoining cities, 
and how the wave rolled on westward 
until it reached the city of Cleveland. 
We carefully canvassed the matter and 
consulted with our Western neighbors, 
and finally decided to put up a kind of 


imaginary Chinese wall hetween 
the East andthe West; but whilst 
our Western neighbors were  per- 
fectly willing that we should oc- 
cupy thet position we received no 
aid or comfort orhelp in any way 


from them. We maintained that wall 
for years, and at a loss of trade. East 
of a certain line we sell goods f. 0. b.; 
west of a certain imaginary line we 
charged for box and cartage. That is 


a very anomalous position for a cred- | 


itable house to occupy, yet we have 
maintained it, but nevertheless hoping 
that the time would come when in- 
fluence could be brought to bear upon 


the East that would restore the charge | 


from the Atlantic to the Pacific. We 
were growing weary of waiting, and in 
order to 
Cleveland we finally prevailed upon 
Brother Kelly to help hold up that 
Chinese wall and restore the charge 
for box and cartagein certain sections. 
How far east he is doing that he will 
tell you. Now, T understand Mr. Kelly 
is very weary of his position, and right- 
ly so, and at the earnest solicitation of 
his neighbors he has consented to hold 
the position that he has occupied until 
this present meeting. No one will find 
fault with Mr. Kelly of Pittsburg if 
he throws down the Chinese wall and 
adopts the f. o. b. principle of the East. 
Tf Pittsburg takes that position, gen- 
tlemen, there is nothing left for Cleve- 
land to do but to do the same. 

We decline to longer occupy the po- 
sition of holding up an imaginary Chi- 
nese wall »between ourselves and our 
western friends. Now the time has 
come for the West to rise un and take 
action. All the power and influence 


that the Western people have with the | 


Fast to again restoere an honest charge 
covering the actual cost of box and 
eartage must be set on foot. 


TD. R. Noyves—Mr. Myers, T want to 
say that the committee looked into 
that matter carefully, and they were 
of the opinion that while pressure 
could be broveht to bear from 


ourht to be supnorted and substan- 
tially aided and_= strengthened by 
friends of the oren charge in the Fast, 
and that it would he a weak position 
for it to come entirely from the Wost. 
and it would be much better that that 
committee should he strengthened by 
known advocates of the open charge in 
the Fast. 


Daniel Myers—Without doubt that is 
a good idea. T noticed that in the re- | 
port. and T indorse ii heartily, and I 


think that is a good resolution. 


Charles F. Weller—I believe I under- | : 
ow, 


stand this box and cartage question 
and the situation as it now exists, and 
Tam disposed to favor the report that 
was presented by the committee on 
the president’s address. T helieve that 
as much can be accomplished by a reg- 
ular standing committee of this organi- 
zation unon the question annointed by 
its president as by a special committee. 
This committee can be appointed by, 
our new president as early as to-mor- 
row afternoon, if he wishes to do so. 
That committee 
once. Tt has the indorsement of this 
organization, and TI believe that much 
can be done, and done within the next 
thirty days, to restore the charge for 
box and cartage in the Fast. This 
committee, of course, should go to work 
at once earnestly and energetically, 
and there is no reason that I can see 
why this regular committee cannot do 
the work iust as well as a special com- 
mittee. z, 
tion of the report 
George A. Kelly—I 
proper for me to state again the posi- 


strengthen our position in | 


the | 
West upon the Fastern neople, yet they | 


ean go to work at) 





| we 


therefore, favor the adop- | 
| and in a moment of generous weakness 
suppose it is | 
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tion of Pittsburg, as my name has been 
used representing our firm. I wish to 
say that we have a drug exchange in 
Pittsburg composed of the drug job- 
bers of our city, and whatever action 
was taken with reference to this mat- 
ter is certainly due to all alike. When 
the committee came to see us with ref- 
erence to taking the burden upon our- 
selves of forming this wall, as it has 
been called, recognizing the propriety 
of the charge for box and cartage, and 
having an earnest desire to aid in any 
method of reform, the Pittsburg jobbers 
assented to take this position, with the 
understanding that the box and cart- 
age committee make diligent effort to 


have it adopted by the East. The box 
and cartage committee did proceed 
eastward, but were unsuccessful in 
their efforts to accomplish the object 


However, Pitts- 
go on with this 


that they had tn view. 


burg concluded to 


charge. You understand the position 
as has been explained. We proposed 
to maintain the Ohio line, charge for 
box and cartage over that line, not 


charge for box and cartage in Pennsyl- 
vania. This aroused at once a feeling of 
resentment on the part of the custom- 
ers living near the line, and, in fact, 
those who had been enjoying in Ohio 
the omission of this charge of box and 
cartage. Failing to get Philadelphia 
and Baltimore into line, you can easily 


| See that without any desire to take any 


trade from Pittsburg or Cleveland they 
were at liberty to come in and offer 
free box and cartage, while we were 
under contract and agreement with our 
Cleveland friends to maintain this 
charge. That has grown to be a some- 
what serious burden, causing continual 
friction. Seeing nro hope, apparently, 
for any extension of this charge east- 


ward, the Pittsburg Drug Exchange 
concluded that they would at once 
abandon the charge and notify our 
Cleveland brethren of their decision. 


A committee called upon us and stated 
how dangerous it would be for us ¢to 
let go of this line, thus starting a mo- 
tion that would keep on in waves until 
it reached the Pacific Ocean. Taking 
the matter into full consideration, and 
earnestly desiring that this charge 
should be extended and made univer- 
sal, if possible, throughout our country, 
we concluded that we would give some 
time for action on _ the part of the 
West. and therefore a resolution was 
passed by the Pittsburg Drug Ex- 
change extending the time until Dec. 
1, with the understanding that the Na- 
tional Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion, or these interested in the West, 
would take a little more interest in this 
question, and see what could be done 
with our Eastern brethren. We felt, in 
looking over the situation as it ap- 
peared to us, that so long as the West- 
ern men felt secure in Pittsburg main- 


taining the wall which had been so 
long maintained by Cleveland, that 


they were more or less indifferent to the 
position which we occupied, and we 
felt that if this charge for box and 
cartage was of importance to the West 
it was high time that they should wake 
up to some action. The influence of 
the Western jobbers, not only by the 
fraternal ties of the association, but 
by a large business interest with the 
East, is too well known for me to com- 
ment upon, and therefore I wish to say 
that the Pittsburg Drug Exchange, or 
the jobbers of that city, are perfectly 
willing to give opportunity until Dec. 


| 1 to see what can be done by a com- 


mittee on box and cartage. We be- 
lieve that that should be formed, not 
altogether but mainly, from the men 
who are the most largely interested, 
because it has been stated here, or at 
least intimated, if Pittsburg lets go of 
this charge, Cleveland must or will let 
go of the charge; Indianapolis will fol- 
and then the West will have to 
contend with a pretty large question 
Now. I believe that an earnest effort 
on the part of this association, repre- 
senting all sections in this committee, 
placing the matter clearly before the 
Eastern men, will enable you to secure 
co-operation in this matter; but we 
must say—for I do not speak for our 
firm particularly, because it is the de- 
cision of all the jobbers of Pittsburg— 
that if something is not done by that 
time, or at least we can hope that 
there will be very soon afterward, we 
will have to abandon this charge. Now 
are earnestly in favor, Mr. Presi- 
dent. of this charge, and I do not think 
it can be said that we are unreason- 
able, for we have stood the brunt of 
this. We recognize the generosity of 
Cleveland in shifting this burden upon 
Pittsburg. 
Daniel Myers 
George A. 


We did shift it. 
Kelly—You did cheerfully, 


we accepted the situation. But we are 
getting very tired of it; at the same 


= 





tire, fittsburg will be willing to do 
all in its power to have this extended. 
Our business does not extend so fal 
East as to make much difference to us. 
If Pennsylvania, Baltimore and Phila- 
delphia could be brought in we would 
be willing to stand it some time longer; 
but we want it understood that if you 
wish Pittsburg’s co-operation in this 
matter the West will have to be more 
active in this matter than it has been 
so far. This is in all kindness, 
as I have been asked to state the situa- 
tion, and I have done it as fairly as 
possible. 

John M. Carey- 


said 


I am heartily in fa- 


vor of Mr. Eliel’s remarks. I do sin- 
cerely trust that a special committee 
will be appointed to investigate this 


work, if possible, 
Our president, Mr. 


matter and do the 
and do it quickly. 


Main, in his report tells us that he 
was unable to get any one to accept 
the position of chairman of the Box 
and Cartage Committee. Our new 


president will have the same difficulty. 
In that case it will be but a few weeks 
until free and cartage spreads 
throughout the West, as I tell you 
right here, not in a threatening man- 
ner, that Indianapolis will not be as 
magnanimous as has been Toledo, 
Cleveland and Columbus to hold 
the line for our benefit; we = shall 
certainly give free case and 
cartage if Columbus and Cleveland 
do. We will not draw a line; we are 
not in a position to do it, being in the 
centre of the State. We must give 
ease and cartage to none or all. I 
want our Western friends to under- 
stand this matter thoroughly. I really 
think they do not appreciate the situa- 
tion. They have thought that we will 
have no difficulty in lulling our friends 
in Pittsburg to sleep and keeping them 
there on the gridiron, but I blame them 
for taking the position they have, and 
I want our Western friends to appre- 
ciate the position, because it is sure to 
come unless some special work and 
special effort is done by a committee, 
and it should be done. If we are go- 
ing to have free case and cartage let 
us know it, and have it done with, and 
fight it out on that line. 


Frank A. Faxon—I wish briefly to 
cite a little history for the encourage- 
ment of the number interested in this 
question. I have stated it on the floor 
at other meetings of this association. 
It may be more than a twice-told tale, 
but it will bear repetition, 
is a story of victory and success. About 
ten years ago the wholesale druggists 
of the Missouri River, from Sioux City 
down to Kansas City, were surprised 
one day to find that St. Louis had come 
out for tree boxing and cartage, and 
had flooded this section of country with 
slips stating the fact. Chicago 
followed. Well, it seemed as if it were 
going to be difficult for us to maintain 
our position. The matter at 
sumed the appearance of a very large, 
black cloud. It seemed to more se- 
riously threaten our profits than the 
army of grasshoppers that invaded us 
from the other direction a few years 
before. A meeting was called of the 
Missouri Valley Druggists’ Association, 
to be held in St. Joseph. Every mem- 
ber was present, and at a meeting 
which lasted just while we were eating 
dinner we resolved to go back to our 
houses and pursue the even tenor of 
our way, and pay no attention what- 
ever to what St. Louis and Chicago had 
done. We expected a great deal of 
criticism, and a_ great many com- 
plaints from our customers, but in that 
we were very happily disappointed. 1 
don't believe that the ten houses on the 
Missouri River received twenty-five 
complaints. Our house received just 
one, and to offset that we received a 
letter from a dealer in Trinidad com- 
mending our course. Now, the result 
was that St. Louis and Chicago saw 
that the Missouri River people were 
able to do this thing, that they were 
able to make a profit on what they 
were giving away, and so they gath- 
ered courage, and pretty soon restored 
the charge of box and cartage. We 
not only stopped the wave, but we 
rolled it back into the Mississippi, 
where it came from, and we have not 
had a bit of trouble since. Now, this 
committee; as far as it is concerned, 
Mr. Noyes has stated the case very 
clearly. We did take this matter un- 
der earnest consideration, and we rec- 
ognized the importance of this ques- 
tion. Of all questions this association 
has ever considered, this one is sec- 
ond in importance. It comes next to 
the rebate question, which we believe 
is the chief stone of the corner. It 
seems to me that it makes no differ- 
ence whether the president to-day ap- 
points a committee called a “special” 


case 


because li 


Soon 


once as 
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committee to take up this matter, or 
whether the president day after to- 
morrow appoints a committee called 
a “standing” committee, with special 
instructions to take this matter up and 
act promptly and with persistent ef- 
fort. I cannot see the difference, and 


| 


| Mendation be 


therefore it seems to me that the rec- | 


ommendation of the Board of Control 
is proper and entirely wise. 

J. C. Eliel—May I just say one word 
more. I have accomplished all that I 
expected to when I I wanted 
this association and every member. here 
present to have a comprehensive view 
of the situation, and to know what was 
threatening them. 
this report was simply adopted, that it 
would be passed over without that at- 
tention which its importance demand- 
ed; and, therefore, I made my remarks, 
brought out this discussion, and have 
now accomplished my only object, that 
of placing before every member here 
the danger of the situation, that he 
may be awakened to it, and that he 
may be ready to act when called upon. 
I accept the report, as far as [ am 
concerned, of the special committee 
very cheerfully. 

Peter Van Schaack 
first time in the history of America 
has Chicago been known to follow St. 
Louis; and, Mr. President, while I ap- 
preciate the effort which our friends in 
the East have made in the construc- 
tion of their great Chinese wall, we ap- 
preciate, too, sir, the notice which they 
have given us as to their future action. 
We congratulate them, sir, that their 
profits are such and of such a large 
character that they feel that they can 
f. o. b. their goods. But I have that 
faith in the organization of this body 


arose. 


Probably for the 


that I believe by taking hold ener- 
getically we can accomplish what we 
most desire, and that is, before the 


limit of time shall have passed that 
our kind friends in Pittsburg and 
Cleveland and Indianapolis have given 
us, that we can accomplish the desired 
object. I would ask, Mr. President, if 
there is in possession of the secretary 
of this association a series of resolu- 
tions which were adopted by the Chi- 
cago Drug Exchange about two weeks 
ago? If so, 1 would ask that they be 
read. 

The Secretary—I have 
them, Mr. Van Schaack. 
Peter Van Schaack (continuing) -I 
will say, Mr. President, in explanation 
of this, that at a meeting in our elty, 
composed: (of @a representative from 
every jobbing drug house in the city, a 
series of resolutions on this very inter- 
important subject) were 
instructions were for- 
Peter, Esq., president 
Wholesale Druggists’ 
the request that he 
the secretary of the 


never seen 


esting and 
adopted, and by 
warded to Cary 
of the Western 
Association, with 
forward them to 


N. W. D. A. Lam quite surprised that 
request was not complied with, and 
allow me to ask the president’ if he 


may not have received them? 


President Main—lI received no com- 
munication from Mr. Peter. 
J. C. Eliel—Won't you give us the 


substance of them? 

Peter Van Schaack—I presided at that 
meeting, Mr. Eliel, and appointed what 
I thought was a very strong commit- 
tee. The chairman of it was Mr. Peter 
of the F. and F. Co. I can only say 
that the tenor of thern was that our 
local association would do anything in 
their power to strengthen the hands 
of our rriends in the East. I think I 
will telegraph for them to-day, if I can 
get them in time. I would not like to 
attempt to give the full nature of 
them, but the tenor of them is entirely 
consistent with the distressed feelings 
of the gentleman who preceded me. 

The President—I might offer a word 
of explanation. The idea I had in rec- 
ommending the special committee was 
that I found last year the chairmen of 
a number of standing committees did 
not seem to have a clear idea as to 
the duties that devolved upon them, 
but I fully appreciate the remarks of 
Mr. Noyes, and think that our regular 
standing committee can do this work, 
provided they are specially instructed 
by the association, as provided in the 
resolutions as offered by the chairman. 
I think that will answer the purpose. 

Motion to adopt the first recom.nen- 
dation of the president's addr.ss put 
and carried, 

Mr. Noyes, chairman of said commit- 
tee, then read the second recommenda- 
tion. 

Motion for the adoption of the sec- 
ond recommendation made and carried. 

Mr. Noyes—The other recommenda- 
tions following, as to free delivery in 
cities and their suburbs, and the mat- 
ter of a committee on relations with lo- 
cal associations, and also the special 
resolution on the decease of the treas- 


| adopt 





! 
urer, Mr. Strong, have already been | is termed the “dry” system; that is, 


acted upon. 

D. R. Noyes—If the third recom- 
approved, it does not 
carry the adoption of the amendment, 
which will have to be acted upon to- 
morrow. 

W. A. 
the 


that we 
just read, 


Robinson—I move 
recommendation 


|and that this be made a special order 


I was afraid that if | 


for to-morrow afternoon; 
twenty-four hours’ notice 
eration. 

The President—I think you had better 
present the resolution. It will have to 


it requires 
and consid- 


| be presented at this session. 


D. R. Noyes—I was going to present 


| it at the close. 


Motion to adopt the third recommen- 
dation put and carried. 

Fourth recommendation of committee 
read, and in connection therewith Mr. 
Noyes Stated: 

“In the early reports, it was the duty 
of the president and of the Board of 
Control, or special committee, to exam- 
ine the matter which would go into the 
report, and to direct and assist the sec- 
retary in its preparation. It is a very 
important matter that our minutes 
should be in the best shape possible. 


Motion to adopt the fourth recom- 
mendation was then made and carried. 

D. R. Noyes—Now the question comes 
up as to who shall have the general di- 
rection and aid the secretary by advice 
and assistance in the securing of what 
we aim to do. 

George A. Kelly—I would like to make 
a motion, in order to understand the 
feeling of the convention, that this be 


loft to the president and chairman of 
the Board of Control. 

Motion seconded. 

The Chairman—I think the Chair 


would have to say that we have already 
adopted a report to-day saying it must 
be one or the other. Now the motion 
is made that it should be both. 

D. RK. Noyes—I would simply say, Mr. 
Chairman, while that is technically cor- 
rect, it would meet the idea of your com- 
mittee if ‘Mr. Kelly’s motion were 
adopted. 

The President—I would say that the 
president has to acquaint himself thor- 
oughly with the minutes of the last 
preceding meeting, znd he is in active 
communication with the Board of Con- 
trol, and they, with the secretary, can 
very casily constitute the Publishing 
Committee, through which our proceed- 
ings can be properly published. 

Motion to adopt carried. 

Fifth recommendation thereupon read 
by Mr. Noyes, and on motion the same 
Was adopted. 

Motion made to adopt the report as 
a whole, and carried. 

The President—As we set the time for 
the election of officers at a quarter to 
six, we cannot adjourn before that time. 
If there is any business that any mem- 
ber wishes to bring up, now is the time 
to do it. 

Wim. A. Robinson 
business to be presented, there is a 
matter that I would like to present for 
two reasons; first, I believe it to be in 
the interests of the individual members 
of our association, and, next, I believe 
it is to the interest of the drug trade, 
if we can get our insurance on a little 
better footing than that upon which it 
has rested, at least in our section. We 
have begun lately to find difficulty in 
securing a reliable insurance (I do not 
know what the experience of the rest 
of you has been) in sufficient sum to 
satisfy, and after looking around we 
made some changes that our under- 
writers had suggested making, that is, 
the placing of a standpipe on the front 
ef our building—a _ four-inch pipe— 
and a fireman's ladder and the clos- 
ing of the elevator openings, and the 
tinning and ironing of some of the con- 
necting doors: our house is a double 
house, 524% feet broad by 184 feet deep. 
The houses are built separately, with 
various openings through the house. 
We took up the matter about sprin- 
klers. and I think our experience may 
be of value to some of you. In the 
first place. some of the agencies did 
not give us very much encouragement. 
But after a careful investigation, cor- 
responding with different parts of the 
country, we were satisfied that the 
thine for us to do was to put in the 
sprinklers and figure afterward for 
the best arrangements we could as to 
our insurance. The cost of putting 
in these sprinklers in this double 
house, four stories, in addition to the 
basement. making five stories in each 
house, was about $2,700. To begin 
with, it cost less than we thought it 
would. That sort of work can now be 
had at a very low rate. This included 
a boiler-iron tank placed in the upper 
story, which had a capacity of 3,000 
gallons, Our sprinkling system is what 





-If there is no other 


the pipes are filled with compressed 
air, and the water does not flow into 
the pines until some one of the heads 
“go off,’ as they term it, until an open- 


ing is made in the sprinkler head. 
These openings can only be made when 
heat is applied. We have had the 


sprinklers in about a week before I 
left. and we have the idea that it is 
going to work admirably. It certainly 
has worked admirably in the way of 
reducing our insurance. When we had 
the sprinklers put in we provided that 
it should be done in such manner as 
would be acceptable to our local board 
of underwriters, and they came and ex- 
amined it and made some few sugges- 
tions. We have heads which will throw 
the water about for eight feet; that is, 
we have an opening which may be 
opened by the application of heat every 
eight feet in the pipe, and we have 
three rows of pipe running through 
each building, and eight feet each way 
through the entire building there is an 
opening through which water may flow 
in case fo fire. We had at once appli- 
cation from the Lloyd companies as 
soon as they heard we were going to 
have this thing done. They heard of 
it before the work was done. I suppose 
they keep an eye on the business of 
the sprinkler companies. We have suf- 
ered a loss once, and always feel a 
great deal of satisfaction with our local 
underwriters in the way they settled 
the losses. We will pay the cost of the 
sprinklers in very short order in the re- 
duction of rates, and I cordially recom- 
mend at least the consideration of this 
matter, and think it worthy of the at- 
tention of all our members. 

We have had now one large company, 
I think an English company, that lim- 
ited us to $10,000. They would not 
take more than $10,000 on any drug 
business in Louisville. We had notice 
that they would give us thirty. Indeed 
the manager of the department said 
that he thought that he would be will- 
ing to give us fifty in that one com- 
pany. No trouble in getting insurance 
and saving about 60 per cent. I think 
it a good investment. 


I say this not only in the interests 
of my brethren in the association, but I 
believe by pulling together in this mat- 
ter we can get the insurance on drug 
risks on a great deal better plane 
throughout the whole country; and that 
after a while, with all these appliances 
for putting out fire, I believe that our 
risk ought not to be much more than 
some of the dry goods risks. I men- 
tion one point that I think it would 
be well to consider: We took out a 
small policy to cover against any pos- 
sible damage through leakage of the 
pipes. You can do that. You can get 
insurance against damage by water. 


George A. Kelly—Tell us what that 
costs? 
Mr. Robinson—I think we nnid 1° per 


cent. on that. Took out $5,000 on that. 
I would say that there is an automatic 
alarm with these pipes, and if the 
water begins to flow this alarm is 
sounded. 

Daniel Myers—What is the name of 
the system? 

J. C, Eliel—There is only one system. 

Wm. A. Robinson—There are several 
that applied to us. The one satisfac- 
tory to the underwriters which we 
have is called the “General Fire Extin- 
guisher Company, Providence, Rhode 
Island.” That is the firm with which 
we contracted. And as I say this risk 
against loss by water we have will 
cover any damage in that direction. 
There is an automatic alarm on the 
outside of the building, and the mo- 
ment the water begins to flow this 
alarm is sounded so you can hear it a 
square away, and not only indicates 
that water is escaping, but notifies the 
fire department of the fact that there 
is possibly a fire; and then we have the 
regular automatic alarm that goes off 
every day at a certain hour. 

Daniel Myers—Just to confirm what 
Mr. Robinson has been saying, I rise to 
give the experience of my firm on this 
insurance question. We put our house 
in order, a building of fifty feet front 
by 250 feet deep; five floors; we put in 
the automatic sprinkling system, and 
put our house in perfect order for in- 
spection by the board companies; in- 
vited them in; if there was anything 
else to add we added it, in the way of 
shutters, etc. Then the tussle began 
for a rate. We made up our minds 
that we would pay 1 per cent. and no 
more; they undertook to form a com- 
bine on us, by the board, and refused 
our offer. That condition hung fire for 
a few days until they began to suspect 
each other. Finally they came tum- 
bling in the front door and said they 
were willing to accept our offer. To 
make a long story short, they took us 
at 1 per cent., and companies who were 
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not in a habit of taking drug risks at 
all came in and also took policies at 


1 per cent., and that is the highest rate 
that we have paid since. I just want 
to add that if you want low rates, put 
your house in order, and any one of 


this association who wants to know 


the particulars and will write my firm 

we will be very glad to write you fully 

and tell you everything we know. 

J. C. Eliel—As this seems to be an 
experience meeting, I want to say a 
word to give you the experience of our 
firm. I don’t want to dwell upon the 
size of our house for fear of giving of- 
fense to my friend, Mr. Noyes. 

Mr. Noyes—No; tell; I would 
pleased to hear you state it. 

J. C. Eliel—I would say that we are 
in a very ramshackle building, and 

that our insurance was very high, and 
the board companies were very inde- 
pendent. We made a very careful in- 
vestigation of the whole question, and 
convinced ourselves that board com- 
panies and their methods were radi- 
cally wrong in the fact that they pay 
no attention to what was known to the 
insurance men as the moral hazard; 
they will take any risk they can get 
for the rake off on the premium; their 
inspector does not inspect, and in many 
other of their methods they are unbusi- 
nesslike and the expense out of propor- 
tion. They are receiving in our city, 
and for years have received very much 
more for premiums than they should, 
and are paying it back in the shape of 
losses. AS a result of this investiga- 
tion we were one of the first drug 
houses in the West to adopt the Sprin- 
kler system. We investigated tne Lloyd 
insurance very carefully and made up 
our minds we could cover our limited 
risk with ‘Lloyd insurance at one-half 
the board rates. We put in the sprin- 
h.er system, and we have a single policy 
as high as $6U,0UU. The inspection was 
most rigid, and we adopt every sensibie 
precaution and every device that their 
inspectors recommend. Our rate is en- 
tirely satisfactory, and we have every 
assurance if we meet the misfortune of 
a fire the loss will be promptly paid; 
and in addition to getting a policy of 
insurance at low rates, we have much 
advantage in other ways. We are led 
to believe that our house is one of the 
best risks that can be made, and that 
is a great comfort to us, and we have 
in addition to this sprinkler system a 
night watchman who never gets drunk 
and never sleeps, and if we are awak- 
ened at night by a fire alarm we have 
a feeling that so far as we are con- 
cerned we are practically safe; and we 
have one device in connection with our 
sprinkler risk which you can all get 
and without additional expense, that is 
worthy of mention, and that is worth 
the consideration of you all, and that is 
this, that should a head go off and the 
air pressure escape, a fire alarm is im- 
mediately given at the nearest engine 
house, which is but a few blocks from 
gur house, and before any fire could 
possibly spread or become dangerous 
the engines are on the ground. We 
have a direct alarm, and should a 
head go off a gong would ring in the 
nearest engine house, and they would 
be right on hand. 

Peter Van Schaack—I am very much 
delighted to hear the experience of the 
various gentlemen who have spoken, 
and I think that the effect is going to 
be very good. We are all familiar with 
the rulings of the insurance companies 
and know they are exceedingly arbi- 
trary and technical, and I think that 
the more drug houses in the country 
that introduce the automatic sprinkler 
system will eventually result in our 
securing still lower rates, so that our 
insurance friends cannot bring statis- 
tics showing the losses by the drug 
houses are greater than in any other 
branch of the business. My firm had 
the foresight to place the first sprinkler 
system in a jobbing drug store in the 
United States. I confess myself that it 
was really with some misgivings, fear- 
ful that there might be a calamity by 
water by the sprinkler going off, but 
my partners, my sons, very much 
younger men than I, didn’t feel the 
Same way, and the result was we had 
the system in, and I would say for the 
benefit of the members of our associa- 
ticn who have not placed that system 
in their warehouses, that they will 
do well to give it early consideration, 
we feeling the saving in insurance 
doubly, as owning our buildings we 
thus save our insurance as well as our 
stock. 

The President—I notice that the 
chairman of the Committee on Fire In- 
surance recommended the ‘wet’ sys- 
tem, and, if I mistake not, the gentle- 
man who has just spoken told us 
about the advantages of the dry sys- 
tem. Perhaps he can give us a reason 
for his recommendation, 


be 








Mr. Snow—I have learned since I 
finished my report that there are other 
systems probably as good as_ the 
Grinell. 

Il have found that there have been 
improvements made in the dry system 
by the different companies, and that 
now the dry system is considered by 
many equal to the wet system. 

I think the opinion of the experts 
now in that line is that the dry system, 
as it has been proved lately, is now al- 
most as good as the wet system. There 


have been changes in the sprinkler 
equipment in the past few months. Ex- 
perience has taught us that it was 


necessary with the dry system to have 
many more risers than were put in origi 
nally. By “risers” is meant the large 
pipes that go in the parts of the build- 
ing to feed the line of sprinklers; and 
under the dry system they fail to put 
in enough of those risers. A fire might 
occur in a remote corner of the build- 
ing, and perhaps in some northern 
city in the coldest weather in winter. 
Under the dry system, the pipes are 
all filled with air, no water in any of 
them. This fire occurring in some cor- 
ner, as I say, would open the sprinkler 
heads, open the valve, and the water 
would rush in all the pipes in the 
building, but this fire would be on one 
side or one corner of the building; no 
fire in the building perhaps, or very lit- 
tle, and the water in the other pipes 
wouid freeze, and they will become use- 
less. But under the wet system it 
becomes important that the building 
should be kept warm all the time to 
prevent this freezing. This is one ar- 
gument not against the dry system. 
Then another trouble would be, there 
would not be risers enough, and they 
could not get water enough from their 
supplies to furnish water to put out 
the fire. A three or four inch riser 
for every hundred feet would mot be 
sufficient to supply the pipe line and 
to furnish all the heads that would be 
opened by considerable or extensive 
fire, with water sufficient to perform 
the desired object. 

D. R. Noyes—Upon this subject allow 
me to add something to that. We have 
had for some years both the wet and 
che dry systems, and in our cold cli- 
mate we have the dry system in parts 
of the stores. We have three stores, of 
fifty feet each, and in those that are 
not heated we have the dry system, 
and in those which are heated we have 
the wet system, and we are confident 
that the wet system is the better of 
the two, where it may be used. We 
had one of our heads go off in one of 
our basements, fortunately without 
damage, on account of the frost; a very 
slight frost is sufficient to set it off, 
just as freely as if it had been heat. 
There is another point which may be 
quite interesting to some of you, and 
should be of some importance. Weare 
in receipt within the past few weeks of 
a notice from a firm of Cnicago 1aW- 
yers, telling us that tney cqjaim all 
rigats, and warn us that they woud 
hoid us to accountability for those 0. 
the system in our stores. We supmitted 
the same to the Providence company, 
and we have their response, 

it is a very responsible and respect- 
able company. They write us to pay 
no attention, and they would protect us 
fully. 1 am inclined to think that the 
Providence company is reliable and 
safe, and in your adoption of the wet 
or dry system, far beyond those mat- 
ters mentioned is the question of dan- 
ger from freezing in those parts of the 
store that are not heated. 

Mr. Snow—I would like to say that I 
do not think that the Grinell syste:n 
is the only good system. I think that 
is a mistake for that organization, or 
any one to get the idea that there 1s 
only one system. You will find there 
are others. We have a company in our 
city. LI am not positively in favor of 
that company at all; I have no interest 
in it whatever; it is called the Manu- 
facturers’, They all think that some are 
superior to others. The Grinell is a 
good one, and there are some other good 
ones. But it is well enough, before you 
adopt any system, the Grinell or the 
Manufacturers’, to look into the matter 
and get the advantages of each. There 
is nothing like competition in a matter 
of this kind. You will find that there 
is a difference in their prices. I throw 
this out as a suggestion. 

Charles F. Weller—I move that we 
proceed with the regular order of busi- 
ness. 

The President—The next order of busi- 
ness is the election of officers for the 
ensuing year. I appoint Mr. Moore and 
Mr. Grey, tellers. 

William A. Robinson—One thing I 
want to say in advance of the reading 
of the names. We want to say that we 
had so much good material, and not 


| 


enough offices to go around. We hope 
that the new president will take up 
some of that material and make use of 
it. 

Motion that the rule 
and that the secretary 
to cast the ballot. 

The Chairman—We cannot suspend a 
rule. If there is Unanimous consent to 
that motion 

Daniel Myers—There 
mous consent. 

Motion eeconded and carried. 

The secretary reported the election of 


be suspended 
be authorized 





will be unani- 


the officers named. 
The President—I congratulate you 
upon the election. The installation of 


officers will occur in the usual course. 
Motion to adjourn put and carried. 


FIFTH SESSION. 
Thursday Morning, Sept. 6. 


President Main called the convention 
to order at 11 o’clock a. m., and an- 
nounced that the first regular business 
of the morning session would be the 
consideration of the report of the 
Board of Control upon the report from 
the Committee on Proprietary Goods. 

Mr. Cc. F. Weller—Mr. President and 
Gentlemen, before considering the re- 
port of the Proprietary Committee IL 
would like to ask permission to bring 
in one report that was carried over 
trom. yesterday, viz., the report of the 
Committee on Credits and Collections. 
Yhen we will be through with all out- 
side reports, and be ready to report to 


take up the report on proprietary 
goods. 
The report of the Committee on 


Credits and Collections furnishes much 
food for careful thought and considera- 
tion. It is a splendid report, but, like 
all other reports received from this im- 
portant committee in former years, it 
would seem that no direct action can 
be taken by the association as a whole, 
and that the subject must be referred 
to local associations, and this is the 
recommendation of the present commit- 
tee: 

The Board of Control. would move 
the adoption of the report; also of the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, That each local association 
should consider the matter of reducing 
terms on regular drug bills and pro- 
prietary goods to thirty days and a 
cash discount of 1 per cent. 

second—-Resolved, That local associa- 
tions should, as tar as possible, act in 
harmony with each other, and the sec- 
retaries of each local association should 
send reports of any important action 
taken by them to. the secretaries of 


other like associations in competing 
territory. 
The report and the resolutions ac- 


companying the same were adopted. 


Mr. Weller—In presenting the report | 


of the Committee on Proprietary Goods 
I would move thet this report be con- 
sidered in executive session. 

Seconded and carried. 

Mr. Eliel—l presume that by this mo- 
tion Mr. Weller does not mean that 
the cuurtesies of the floor shall be de- 
nied to anybody, but I take it that no 
report of this session shall go out which 
has not been submitted to him and re- 
ceived his approval. Am I right? 

The President—I take it, Mr. Eliel, 
that that is what the chairman of the 
Board of Control means, and that the 
assistant secretary and stenographer, 
Mr. Bower, will furnish the press with 
what we wish published, so that the 
press will be furnished with what we 
desire puBlished. I would like to re- 
mind the members of the association 
of the fourth by-law, which provides 
that the members of the association 


shall be in honor bound to keep strictly | 


confidential all discussion and trans- 
actions of this association when in ex- 
ecutive session. I simply state this as 
a matter of information. You will give 
your attention to the chairman of the 
Board of Control. 

Mr. Weller—I presume the synopsis of 
the general plan is in the hands of 
every member here this morning. I will 
therefore not read the preamble, but we 
will go right into the gist of the report: 

“Resolved, That the Western Associa- 
tion of Wholesale Druggists cordially 
approve the plan proposed by the Com- 
mittee of Nine, of which Mr. M. N 
Kline is chairman. A committee of fif- 
teen, to be known as the Proprietary 
Goods Committee, consisting of one 
representative of the jobbing drug 
trade from each of the thirteen ‘sec- 
tions’ of the United States, to be ap- 
pointed annually, each ‘section’ naming 
its own representative annually not 
later than thirty days after the ad- 
journment of the regular annual con- 
vention of the N. W. D. A.; failing to 
make this appointment within this 
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time, the chairman of the committee 
shall make the appointment from 
among the wholesale druggists of that 
section, the committee to include fur- 
ther a representative selected annually 
by the proprietors adopting this plan, 
if they so elect.’’ 

I would move the adoption 
part of the plan. 

Seconded. 

Mr. Noyes—It seems to me that we are 
to adopt the recom- 
mendation of tne committee to carry 
oul a new plan uutil we have adopted 
a plan. It seems to me that this action 
would be a little premature. If we 
adopt the plan, then the next thing will 
be to appoint the committee, and we 
should defer the appointment of the 
committee until the plan is adopted. 1 
approve of the plan, but 1 think we are 
not ready to adopt the committee until 
we have adopted a plan for them to 
carry out, 

The President—I take it then that we 
should adopt a plan in a general way 
before considering the various pro- 
visions, 

Mr. Noyes—l think discussion on the 
plan should be had, and then, if we see 
fit, we can take up these various pro- 
visions, Certainly, we do not want a 
committee until we have a plan. Our 
committee is good enough as it is un- 
less we change the plan. 

Mr. Weller—I see the point presented 
by Mr. Noyes, and as this plan is now 
in the nands of all the members, I 
presume they are competent to vote on 
the aduption of a plan and then take 
up the provisions. 1 move the adop- 
tun of tne plan, 

Mr. Peter Van Schaack—Mr. Presi- 
dent and Gentlemen: I need hardly 
tell you it is highly embarrassing for 
a young and modest man like me to 
rise to combat the arguments of many 
who stand committed to the proposed 
plan; but, sir, 1 respect any man who 
stands by his honest convictions and is 
not afraid to defend them. You all re- 
member when Columbus stood alone 
among the wise men at Salamanca—at 
@ period in the world’s history when 
Spain was recognized as foremost in 
wealth, the arts, literature and com- 
merce of the world—most of his hear- 
ers thought his head was not well bal- 
anced and his heart not true, inasmuch 
as they accused him of taking a self- 
ish part in claiming that the world 
was round and urging help in getting 
tunds for his expedition. 

Kut old Father Time disproved these 
charges, so I contend it will be in the 
present case, 

it has been said that I am quite 
alone in opposition to the proposed 
plan; but 1 feel assured, nevertheiess, 
its adoption will not result in benefit to 
our retail friends, whose champions 
We ait claim to be; but rather to thar 


of this 


| injury, as well as to us as jobbers. 


inis pian L contend is an inquisito- 
ria] One—to report on every jobber's 
sales of rebates. I don’t believe our 
trade is prepared to accept this kind 
of espionage. 

We are not engaged in the banking 
business—at least not most of us—our 
margins are not large enough to allow 
forty-five days, or a quarter of a year, 
to go by betore receiving our rebates, 
Which are really our profits. 

The prelude of the proposed plan as 
published officially in the drug jour- 
nals calls it a “scheme.” This is a 
proper word for it; it may not be a very 
high or mercantile phrase for a body 
of merchants like this. Now bear with 
me while I read one of the pathetic sec- 
tions of this proposed plan. 

“It is the intention of this scheme (a3 
announced on folio 1, line 6, first sec- 
tion of the synopsis just, published) to 
provide a sufficient number of agents to 
insure, by reason of commission paid to 
them, a thorough distribution of the 
proprietors’ products in all sections of 
the United States.” 

What magnanimity on our part! 

Gentlemen, the proprietors are men 
possessing too much intelligence and sa- 
gacity to be caught by any such sophis- 
try asthat. “It is the intention” ‘‘to pro- 
vide,” ete., “so as to secure a thorough 
distribution!” Well, I believe the pro- 
prietors have the ability and know how 
to do this better than we do, and will 
do it whether we provide or not. The 
spirit of our first president looks down 
upon us. Do you suppose Jas. Richard- 
son would have indorsed such a scheme 
as this? No, no. 

I observe the distinguished attorney, 
Mr. Jayne, who has done the associa- 
tion good service, seems to have been 
supplanted by a Mr. Johnson from the 
same city, who has given a legal opin- 
ion on the new plan. Now we all know 
money is what “talks’” when you em- 
ploy a lawyer—especially if he knows 
he has the fat fees in sight from a rich 
corporation or a large association. 
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From interviews I have had with men 
of acknowledged ability in that profes- 
sion, I am _ well 
amount of the funds of this association 
are bound to be consumed in fathoming 
the mysteries of the law. 

Now we have the chairman of Propri- 
etary Goods in Philadelphia, our attor- 
ney in Philadelphia, our secretary, the 
Hon. Mr. Bower, shook the dust off his 
feet at the foot of the falls of Minneha- 
ha and hied to Philadelphia. Now if we 
wet our banking housein Philadelphia, 
and our great sales agent and his reti- 
nue of clerks there, we will have a 
close corporation indeed. 

Who are we making this position of 
general sales agent for, and his bevy 
cf clerks? Whois this great generalis- 
simo to be? This great mogul who is 
proposed to act as our general sales 
agent and attempt to manage and con- 
trol the business of old established 
merchants? 

I suppose this committee feels when a 
jobber gets 10 per cent. rebate and his 
expenses are more than that, they 
think he knows how it is done, and 
can take another slice off without feel- 
ing it much in order to run this pro- 
posed office. 

See now page 2, lime 14—a ‘‘Reported 
Violation.’ Suppose this great arbi- 
trator of the business of reputable mer- 
chants is decided by the Proprietary 
Committee, after an appeal, to have 
been wrongly accused, what redress has 
he for_the interference in his business, 
and who pays the loss entailed by with- 
holding of goods? You can reasonably 
look for a payment, providing our 
banking house does not follow our 
Druggists’ Fire Insurance Co. 

Apropos of the company, the records 
of our proceedings at that meeting 
show that I was the only member of 
the committee that opposed its forma- 
tion, I am not a prophet, or the son 
of a prophet, but the company came 
to grief, just as I prophesy this pro- 
posed plan will, and it is history; I have 
it from officers of the insurance com- 
pany that some of the strongest advo- 
eates for its formation did not take 
one dollar’s worth of its stock or one 
dollar’s worth insurance in the com- 
pany. Iam a mourner by having taken 
both. 

To resume. In the mean time we have 
sold our goods on 60 days, or, perhaps, 
as customers often take 90 days, and 
our rebate or profit is then not gath- 
ered in. However, you must bear in 
mind that wher we come to receive 
our 10 per cent. rebate, it is minus, as 
the plan proposes, less an assessment 
to cover the expenses of the general 
sales offices. These are the exact words 
in the proposed plan. 

I do not approve, gentlemen, of any 
man being possessed of such imperial 
power as a “go-between” as_ special 
sales agent; nor is it right to place any 
responsible body of merchants in so ar- 
bitrary and tyrannical a position. He 
may be a saint, he may: be a sinner. 
This plan is worthy of the Czar of the 


Russias. It is un-American. What 
power in one man! It reads, “If he 
shall have reason to believe.’”’ Who is 


to decide if he has a sound reason to 
believe? See folio 2, line 11. 

The fact simmers itself down to this 
—325 jobbers are to stand this loss of 
interest and red tape for the sole pur- 
pose of thwarting the business of one 
house in Cincinnati. As no member of 
my firm has seen a member of this 
firm for over three years, and we have 
a suit pending against them for about 
three years, I can hardly be accused 
as acting their champion to-day. 

Mr. President, on an April day three 
years ago, a member of the Lower 
House, Mr. Cobb, hailing I believe from 
Georgia, the Empire State of the South, 
startled the legislative halls at Wash- 
ington by the now historic expression, 
which still lives in current slang, “Mr. 
Speaker, where are we at?” So I ask 
to-day. Here a special committee con- 
sisting of five proprietors and three job- 
bers and proprietors combined, in a 
meeting of fourteen, met at the Fifth 
Avenue Hotel May 2 and evolved a 
plan. I cannot speak for the truth of 
the report that padlocks were placed 
upon the doors, the keyholes stuffed 
with cotton and the ubiquitous report- 
ers in vain paced up and down the his- 
toric halls of the Fifth Avenue Hotel, 
but I can say the meeting was with 
elosed doors. 

The evolution took place and a child 
was born. They did not call him ‘‘Mc- 
Ginty,” but “Flannagan; or, ihe Grocers’ 
Plan,” which was modeled after a plan 
which was adopted to regulate seven 
articles in the limited territory of New 
England; when the jobbing druggists 
ought to cover a hundred articles to be 
effective, and the vast territory from the 
Golden Gate to the Atlantic, and from 


convinced a liberal | 





|} of Chicago. 
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the Gulf of Mexico to Her Majesty's do- 
main. 

The meeting then disbanded, and, to 
use what might be called a Parliamen- 
tary expression, if used by our distin- 
guished Georgia friend, they adjourned 
sine die to meet June $d in the highly 
moral, intellectual and progressive city 
That, gentlemen, was a 
very wise thing to do, for, after a few 
visits to our city, every one becomes 
enamored of its charms, and desires to 
make it his home, In the mean time a 
literary bureau and a committee of 
witat might properly be callled ‘‘pro- 
moters” was formed. I am not much of 
a Wall street man, and may not use the 
right expression, though I think it is 
their own, and they took in hand the 
education of the jobbing drug trade. 

The drug press was next employed 
as one of the most effective mediums, 
and, behold, it soon teemed with hearty 
indorsement of the plan, certificates be- 
ing published from all directions in its 
favor, but not a single article was al- 
lowed to be published from those who 
lid not approve of the plan hailing from 
the wise men of the East. The ball 
moves on, and next on the programme 
is the moving around the circle of a 
committee to visit the trade and pro- 
prietors, in order to proselyte its mem- 
bers to their methods and ways of 
thinking. 

I want to say to you, gentlemen, that 
I have not much confidence in a plan 
that requires so much explanation. It 
must have some weak points if it does 
not at once commend itself to the intel- 
ligence of such a body as I see here be- 
fore me to-day. 

Gentlemen, what we want most here 
to-day is to use our time, money and 
energies in an earnest effort to secure 
from proprietors a larger rebate; that 
would be effective work; and 1 put my- 
self on record to-day that one member 
of a Chicago firm has done more in that 
way than the Proprietary Committee, 
though their expenditures have been 
thousands of dollars more than all the 
other committees combined; and [I want 
tosay here that the Prop. ietary Committee 
have not acted in concert with the efforts 
made in that direction by that and 
other firms. This is a fact, and I am 


prepared to prove it to any member 
who so desires. We are told by the 
committee: ‘‘We must not antagonize 
proprietors.” { have heretofore ex- 
pressed my views as to the fear of 
that. 

The chairman of the committee an- 


nounced that out of 135 circulars he 
had sent out, about ninety had reported 
in its favor; he did not tell how many 
found a place in the wastebasket, or 
how many felt an expression of disap- 
proval might be allowed to slumber in 
quietude in the same receptacle. 

Now here comes in the query, “Mr. 
Speaker, where are we at?” The Fland- 
ers plan was thoroughly indorsed at 
the New York meeting, and, lo! four 
weeks after a new birth was developed 
in Chicago. That is a good place, but 
it was a bad plan, what they called the 
“Modified plan.” I ask, Mr. President 
and gentlemen, if our craft had so 
unanimously adopted the Flanders plan, 
does it not show they were rather pre- 
cipitate in their hearty indorsement 
when only four weeks after they meet 
in Chicago and adopt another plan? 

Next in the programme the Drug 
Press was taken in hand, and the pro- 
ceedings of the Chicago meeting were 
published so far as evidence of approv- 


al, but not a word was said as to any ! 


protest being presented by me against 
its adoption. Was this fair? was this 
honest? Was this in accordance with 
the spirit of our free institutions’? No, 
no. 

Some of the very gentlemen present 
at that meeting wrote to me, in view of 
that fact, urging that I put in print my 
views as there delivered, which I very 
reluctantly consented to do, because I 
was fully aware that they had been 
purposely omitted from the proceed- 
ings, though they were in the posses- 
sion of the association. I want to say 
here, gentlemen, if that was not an of- 
ficial account of the proceedings in Chi- 
cago, it was nothing, and it is my 
opinion, confirmed by word of mouth of 
one of the leading drug publishers of 
the country. 

It was not a true and honest report. 
My protest might have been a weak 
one—I am content to submit that ques- 
tion to the intelligent judgment of any 
gentlemen who may have read it— 
but it was an act of gross discourtesy 
to one of the founders and well-wishers 
of this association to thus ignore it. 

As well known to the association I 
was suddenly called away to the afflict- 
ed family of a most devoted and 
lifelong friend, who for twenty-one 
years had been a faithful officer of this 


association. I had a right to expect, 
in my enforced absence under the un- 
happy circumstances, that my views of 
important a question would have 
received something more of recognition 
than be totally ixnored in an offi- 
cial report published in the drug 
journals of the country. 

I do not believe this association will 
tolerate such proceedings or in any way 
indorse them. Who knows who will be 
the victim of such tyrannical rulings as 
the suppression in official proceedings 
of that portion not pleasing to the par- 
ties attempting to control the associa- 
tion. It is a significant action, un- 
worthy of any one connected with our 
association, and I want to see this 
spirit crushed in its infancy—it should 
be throttled before the outrageous prec- 
edent be established at the meetings 
of our association or any association 
connected with ours. It was trickery; 
it was duplicity; it was pretending to 
do what really was not done in offi- 
cially reporting that meeting, and was 
entirely in keeping with the suppres- 
sion in publication of all communica- 
tions not approving of the proposed 
plan. 

Gentlemen, this association has hon- 
ored me with the highest official posi- 
tion in its gift—I was one of its charter 
members—and it is dear to me, but I 


sO 


to 


‘tremble for its future when I see its 


records are not sacred. 

Mr. President, I am here to-day pre- 
pared to stand by every word of that 
protest, and though I have been offi- 
cially told that I am one of only six 
who had expressed disapproval of this 
plan, I know it is a mistake, and with- 
out desiring to occupy too much time 
of the association I will read as a 
sample a few letters addressed to my 
firm, and that, too, without any solict- 
tation on our part or any previous cor- 
respondence. 

William A. Robinson—Will you give 
me the names and dates of the letter 


and name the writer, Mr. Van 
Schaack? 
Peter Van Schaack—Mr. President, 


I have those letters in my possession. 
They have been seen by some gentle- 
men connected with the association, 
but I am not at liberty to give them. 

The President—I will state that Mr. 
Van Schaack asks this—this in the na- 
ture of a personal explanation from 
Mr. Van Schaack. This association, of 
course, is not responsible in any way 
or manner for the proceedings of the 
Western association being reported, 
but as Mr. Van Schaack is an old of- 
ficer of this association he is given an 
opportunity to read these letters as he 
chooses. We have no responsibility in 
the matter whatever; it is a matter of 
personal explanation on Mr. Van 
Schaack’'s part. 

Mr. Peter Van Schaack—Of course, 
that matter is for future discussion. 

The President—yYes, sir. 

Mr. Van Schaack—The writer's views 
are set forth to a nicety, and speaking 
as a proprietor ‘‘we want to emphasize 
one point made by Mr. Van Schaack 
in this that, the proprietor receives 
fully as much if not greater benefit 
from the co-operation of the jobber 
than the latter receives from the pro- 
prietor, In other words, the rebate sys- 
tem as a mutual protection is all right, 
but the plan proposed by our chairman 
in the proprietors’ committee is a 
serious mistake, and in the writer’s 
judgment will be but the beginning of 
the complete disintegration of the re- 
bate plan,” 

Such a volunteer expression, gentle- 
men, on the part of a _ proprietor is 
unly a hearty indorsement of what I 
have always claimed as to the recipro- 
‘ity between two branches of our as- 
sociation, 

One Western jobber writes: “I signed 
it just as | was leaving home; more in 
deference to the committee’s judgment 
than to proper examination. I believe 
the association ought to consider your 
veil-taken objections to the plan.” 

Genllemen, many others of our fra- 
ternity may have acted in a like unre- 
Hecting manner, Tris firm has since 
withdrawn their assent to the associa- 
tion. A prominent Eastern jobbing 
house writes: “We have just seen in 
the last number of the Oil, Paint and 
Drug Reporter an account of the meet- 
ing of tae Western Wholesale Drug- 
gists’ Association, held in Chicago, last 
week, and read with regret the state- 
ment that the opposition that had de- 
veloped in Chicago among the jobbing 
iruggists had largely disappeared. We 
Pave read with interest and approval 
in the Paint, Oil and Drug Review of 
May 29 che views as there expressed 
®y your respected senior, as well as by 


ther gentlemen in the same line of 
business, and are desirous to know 


What new features in the terribly com- 
vlicated proposed plan have caused this 


shange of opinion. If any new ray of 
light has struck into the mercantfe 
atmosphere let us have the benefit of 
it.’ Gentlemen, this announcement of 
change of heart on the part of the Chi- 
cago jobbers as given out in the offi- 
cial report published in New York that 
I have previously alluded to is at least 
mystical. So far as I can learn from 
the trade in Chicago, I do not know 
what the official report was based on as 
telegraphed to the New York journals, 
but I will read the words, then it will 
be seen that practically all the oppo- 
sition in the city of Chicago has been 
removed. These are the words—this is 
a most extraordinary statement: 
“When I have it from word of mouth 
within a few days that every house in 
the jobbing drug trade in Chicago, 
every one is thoroughly opposed to the 
adoption of this plan.’’ Another promi- 
nent jobber writes: ‘‘We want to add 
a line to our letter in regard to Mr. 
Kline’s plan. We have never thought 
that it would work aside from its bare 
illegality. It is too complicated, and 
can never be maintained for any such 
large number of articles as the drug 
jobber handles, and in our opinion it 
never will be adopted.” 

Another jobber, who was formerly a 
vice-president of this association, 
writes: ‘“‘We want to say if the pro- 
posed plan is adopted we shall have 
more perplexity with proprietary goods 
than ever.” ys 

Gentlemen, this is the opinion of @ 
firm who stands as high as any in the 
community. 

In conclusion, Mr. President, I cer- 
tainly should apologize to this body tor 
the length of time which I have con- 
sumed, but I have felt that this was a 
most important subject, and as Il 
seem to be in the minority it seemed 


proper that I should endeavor to go 
over the matter as thoroughly as a 
business man is enabled to do. But I 


wish to say, Mr. President and gentle- 
men, that if it shall be the wisdom of 
this body to adopt the proposed plan, 
no member of this association will be 
more loyal in carrying out its every 
provision than Peter Van Schaack & 
Sons. (Applause.) But Mr. President, 
| believe its adoption will prove to be 
a serious mistake, and will never ac- 
complish what its most sanguine ad- 
vocates claim. 1 am to-day, gentle- 
men, only exercising the indisputable 
right of every member of this associa- 
tion in entering my protest. We do 
not want to make any mistakes. We 
wanc to go slow in the adoption of a 
plan most likely to involve us in the 
meshes of the law. We want a full, 
fair, free and open discussion on every 
subject that is brought before this as- 
sociation, and the day, gentlemen, that 
this duty is not exercised will sound the 
death knell of our association. Could 
l bring myself to the thought that the 
adoption of this plan would result in 
good to the members of the retail trade 
whom we stand bound to protect, or to 
ourselves as jobbers, no one present 
here to-day would more heartily in- 
dorse the action of this committee, but 
Il repeat I believe it will be a great 
and fatal mistake tor its adoption, So, 
Mr. President, let us stand fast to the 
good old rebate plan, wisely formed by 
many strong minds, some of whom 
have joined the great silent majority, 
and let us to-day stand united and re- 
new our fealty to its obligations. (Ap- 
plause.) 

George A. Kelly—Mr. President and 
Gentlemen: As acting chairman during 
Mr. Kline’s absence, the duties de- 
volved upon me have been troublesome 
and vexatious, and when I came to this 
convention I made up my mind that I 
would say little or nothing, but leave 
this matter entirely to the decision of 
the convention. As was stated by the 
chairman, Mr. Kline, at the meeting 
in Chicago, that he was no more in- 
terested in this plan than any other 
member, but that in his opinion there 
was an absolute necessity for some ac- 
tion to be taken, more stringent meas- 
ures provided in order to prevent the 
violations of the plan and to meet the 
changed conditions of business. Mr. 
President, I heartily agree with the gen- 
tleman who has just spoken, when he 
Says that the freedom of expression in 
regard to individual opinion should 
and must always be allowed. I trust, 
sir, the time will never come in this 
convention or this association, no matter 
how large may be the majority either 
in favor of or against an important 
question, that individual members may 
not have the privilege of expressing 
their opinions freely and to the fullest 
extent. Now, sir, I would not have 
said anything to-day with reference to 
this matter except as it appeared to me, 
as acting chairman of the committee, 
that some of the assertions made by 
the gentleman, and I believe they were 





made upon a misapprehension of the 
plan, required some explanation from 
the chairman so far as he was able to 
make them. The gentleman has said 
that the plan is inquisitorial. I fail to 
see, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, that 
this plan is inquisitorial any more than 
the plan under which we have been act- 
ing for yeara There is no inquisition; 
there is no investigation, except where 
this plan has been violated, and I 
think that upon an examination of this 
plan that you will find that there is no 
intention that any of the members shall 
feel that thev are under supervision 
any more than under the previous plan. 
The changed conditions of business are 
such that the intention of the plan was 
and is to have the parties who are le- 
gitimately entitled to handle these prep- 
arations to handle them. There is not 
a member of this organization who is 
engaged in the wholesale drug busi» 
ness that does not now understand fully 
that the division of purchases by re- 
tailers and divisions of quantities have 
gone on to such an extent that the 
rapidly selling articles are divided, and 
the trade are losing hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars that legitimately be- 
long to them. This has been plainly 
set forth in the report of Mr. Kline, 
and also in the president’s address. 
This plan is intended, as far as possi- 
ble, for our mutual protection, for noth- 
ing else. Every one is alike interested 
in the plan, and it is for the conven- 
tion to say whether the plan will meet 
the exigencies that have arisen. I 


would state here, also, Mr. President, 


ithat this plan has ‘been~ con- 
‘structed with a view to save pro- 
prietors from annoyances that are 


growing constantly. The cut off, this 
has increased rapidly, as you noticed 
when the report was read, and this plan 
permits the proprietor to be relieved 
from that disagreeable duty, and cut- 
ting off one and another, and I wish to 
say this to proprietors, and I think 
thev will avnvreciate that point upon 
looking at this plan, it is not to add 
any duties, but to relieve them from 
some, and which they have justly com- 
plained of as decidedly unpleasant. 
But, sir, I will not go into an argument 
in regard to the plan. I will leave that 
for others who are interested here; but 
I wish to say. with reference to the re- 
marks that were made in regard to the 
employment of Mr. Johnson as attorney 
instead of Jayne, whe had acted at 
times. These gentlemen have acted, 
both of them at times, and it was with 
the consent and approval of Mr. Jayne 
that Mr. Johnson was consulted and 
his opinion solicited. It may not have 
reached the great city of Chicago. The 
fact may not have reached there that 
Mr. Johnson’s eminency as an attorney 
is spread throughout the whole Eastern 
country. And TI believe to-day, so far 
as lawyers understand each other, his 
reputation is national. For that rea- 
son Mr. Johnson’s opinion was solicited, 
because the committee proppsed to go 
carefully and to indorse no plan, to 
present no claim. that would involve 
either the members of the association 
or the proprietors in any legal difficul- 
tv. Now. as to the concentration of 
power in Philadelphia. I think proba- 
bly that is not worth replying to. Cer 
tainly it was understood that the sec- 
retary of the Proprietary Committee 
should be close to the chairman of that 
committee. That was agreed upon and 
presents itself to every one as eminent- 
ly appropriate. Now, as to the bank- 
ing institution. I suppose it was the in- 
tention of the committee to select a 
banking institution regardless of its lo- 
cality, and I understand they have al- 
ready two bids, one from New York 
and one from Philadelphia. This duty 
remains with the General Committee, 
and I believe will be conscientiously at- 
tended to. 

Now as to the arbitrary position of 
the general sales agent: His duties 
are clearly defined as you will find it 
upon the printed statement of the 
plan. His duties are to appoint the 
sub-agent, and to pay the bills, and in 
ease of violation of the rebate plan by 
any firm or person is made, after the sub 
agency is withdrawn the party has the 
right to appeal to the general committee, 
and ‘the general committee are in- 
structed to act immediately upon the 
case, and if the charges are not suffi- 
ciently sustained the sub-agent pro- 
ceeds as if the sub-agency had not 
been withdrawn. The fact is that the 
general sales agent has very limited 
powers. As I think you will all agree 
when you see how they are defined. 
Now I was sorry when our friend from 
Chicago predicted that if this plan 
were adopted it would result in the 
disintegration and destruction of the 
present plan, and then of course we 
would have nothing. Although he 
stated that he was not a prophet, nor 








the son of a prophet, yet I have always 
found when a person predicts a fatal- 


| ity, or anything unpleasant, he is some- 


what disappointed if it does not take 
place. (Laughter). Now as to the ex- 
penses of the general office. This, of 
course, cannot be determined, but so 
far as. consultation and comparison 
and a thorough examination of the sub- 
ject, these expenses will be but trifling 
compared with the protection that the 
plan will offer to every wholesale drug- 
gist. Now as to the meeting in New 
York. I would not have replied to this 
point only for the reason that I was a 
member of that committee. Now I 
want to deny positively upon this floor 
that there was any attempt whatever 
at secrecy. After full consultation by 
the chairman, Mr. Kline, with Mr. 
Carter of Boston, upon the New Eng- 
land grocers’ plan, the outline of this 
pian was made and thought necessary 
to present to a committee, in the first place 
to hear Mr. Flanders as to what he had to 
say, and then to present this and see what 
could be done with it. A committee 
was hastily summoned from the near- 
est points, and we are very glad to have 
among our number some proprietors 
who are only interested in the present 
contract plan, and in any contract 
plan which in the wisdom of this asso- 
ciation they may be pleased to adopt. 
Everything was carried on fairly. 
There was no cotton placed in the key- 
holes. There was no reporter present, 
I believe, because the matter was not 
really known and there was no neces- 
sity. It was merely a meeting for the 
rurpose of progress, seeing how the 
matter stood, for the committee want- 
ed to be very certain before they pre- 
sented a plan for the adoption by the 
association that the plan itself was as 
perfect as it could be constructed. Now 
as to the calling on the proprietors. I 
was one of that committee, and I 
trust the gentlemen did not mean that 
any of that committee visited the pro- 
prietors for any other purpose than to 
explain the plan as it laid in their 
minds, and was represented upon the 
synopsis which had been sent out. As 
it was necessary for the chairman to 
determine the number of houses that 
thcught well of this plan, it was neces- 
sary to meet some of these prominent 
proprietors and to get their views upon 
the subject, and if no objection was 
urged, if there was any difference of 
opinion, we desired to incorporate their 
views and to adopt them as far as pos- 
sible, so that there would be as little 
friction or no friction hereafter. We 
were met in the most cordial way by 
these proprietors; they recognized, and 
I wish to emphasize this, they recog- 
nized, Mr. President, the absolute ne- 
cessity of a change in this plan by 
more stringent regulations, for they 
were annoyed constantly by the re- 
ports coming from the chairman of the 
committee of the inroads that had been 
made upon this plan. When this plan 
was adopted it was never stated that 
it was the end of this plan. It was 
never supposed for a moment but what 
possible amendments might arise. We 
would have had to have infallible judg- 
ment, and while the original contract 
plan has performed a valued service 
to this association, and to the whole- 
sale drug store of the United States, 
for IT want to say here, as one of the 
members that met in Indianapolis 
when this association was first organ- 
ized, I want to say that according to 
the statement of all, and none more 
emphatic than Mr. James Richardson, 
that the drug store was in danger of 
absolute banxruptcy, and that unless 
something was done in order to protect 
the prices upon those articles which 
form so large a part of our business. 
that the end was near at hand, and 
what has been the result, Mr. Presi- 
dent? Since the adoption of this plan, 
imperfectly as it has worked, the 
wholesale drug store trade of the United 
States has been fairly successful and 
prosperous, and that although there 
are some to-day who talk of the sur- 
vival of the fittest, a sentiment that 
should never be expressed by any 
member of an association for mutual 
effort and protection, we might as well 
admire the man whose picture we have 
seen and laughed at, who was sitting 
upon a branch with a smile on his face, 
was sawing away lopping off the 
branch that ne was astraddle of. Now, 
with reference, and this is the last that 
I expect to say upon the floor, at pres- 
ent, at least, with reference to the pro- 
test of the gentleman at the Chicago 
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meeting. There was no attempt what- | 


ever made to prevent a free and open 
discussion, and it was made. The gen- 
tleman had been called away by the 
sad and fated accident to his lifelong 
friend. He had been called away from 





ee) 


was not able to be present. Had he ] prietor or the sales agent is of the 


been present he would have needed no 
written document; for no man in this 
association is better able to present 
his views in the clear, concise and elo- 
quent manner than the gentleman from 
Chicago. But, Mr. Chairman, there was 
no call for the printing on the part of 
that meeting, as I understand it, not 
any more call for the printing of that 
protest than there was for my speech 
that was made upon the floor. It oc- 
cupies precisely the same _ position. 
That is my view of it. And I assure 
the gentleman, as far as I could see, 
the most respectful attention was paid 
to the protest as was paid to the re- 
marks of all, and that there was no de- 
sire whatever to rule him out, and asa 
member of that committee, and as a 
member of the Proprietary Committee 
for the association, I state upon this 
floor that so far as I know every ac- 
tion of that committee has been in the 
line of its duty, and strictly honora- 
ble. 

D. R. Noyes—The ground has been 
very nicely cleared away by the re- 
marks of the gentleman expressing 
somewhat urgent views, and I think 
Ww? can come right down to the heart 
of this subject, which seems to be to 
me this: Do we need a new plan? Are 
we satisfied with the rebate plan 
in its present form? I am _ quite 
sure we are not entirely. I am, 
like Mr. Van Schaack, of a _econ- 
servative dispositicn, «and very much 
disposed to let well enoughalone. But it 
seems to me T cannot shut my eyes to 
the fact that that is not a safe position 
to occupy with the changed circum- 
stances of the trade and the largest of 
our interests. If, then, we need a new 
plan, if we need a better plan than the 
one now before us, does any one know 
of any better plan? TI think not. T do 
not think that Mr. Van Schaack’s idea 
that it is a complicated one is well 
founded. I think when it gets to work- 
ing it will be a very simple one, and T 
think that those who have examined 


the plan carefully will be of that 
opinion. The next question that arises 
is this: Is it open to legal objection? 


We have eminent authority who state 
that it is not. The objection which Mr. 
Van Schaack makes tc that first clause, 
that is a matter of no importance at 


all. Tt is a mere formal speech. But 
there is one matter that Mr. Van 
Schaack dwelt upon that is of impor- 


tance to us. Will this plan in its oper- 
ation, by any thought of its own, sub- 
ject any of us to an unfair judgment, 
and to jealous or unfriendly action on 
the part of any one? Tt is a vast 
thought in the hands of any committee, 
even a committee of fifteen. Shall we 
not then, is it net our duty, if we 
adopt this plan, or any other plan, to 
protect every member, the weakest or 
the strongest of our members, from any 
possible injustice in the working of this 
matter? And that leads me directly to 
the one point which T think ought to 
be guarded more than it is. In the sec- 
tion in regard to sub-agents, it states 
this: “That if the proprietor or the 
general sales agent shall be 
Opinion that any sub-agent has violated 
the terms of any of these contracts 
the general agent shall revoke such 
sub-egency, and the appointment of 
said sub-agent shall thereupon cease 
and determine.’’ Now as a safeguard 
to this. When you state that it is in 
the power of a simple proprietor or of 
the agent to stop any one house from 
receiving the goods we have an appeal 
at once to a large committee. T am cor- 
rected by Mr. Carter, and he kindly in- 
forms me that T am wrong in that, and 
he wishes me to say that T can get all 
the goods I want, but could not get 
the rebates. What I am after is the 
rebate. I do not suppose we are run- 
ning our business entirely for the pub- 
lic benefit, in that way, to purchase 
the goods and pay the full price for 
them. To be sure that would be a lit- 
tle satisfaction, because it could not in- 
terfere with my business, if T get the 
goods and distribute them, but it seems 
to me at the same time it is objection- 
able that any one could be placed in 
that position by the mere action, by 
the mere opinion of the proprietor or 
the general sales agent; he does not 
need to have evidence of it, he does 
not need to have anything except that 
he may have an opinion on it. Cer- 
tainly, gentlemen, that is wrong; the 
least that we can do is to say that if 
the proprietor and the general sales 
agent, that would give the opinion of 
two, which would double the safeguard. 
I do not want any of you to be placed 
in the position where tke proprietor 
may be of the opinion, and shall be 
enabled to have that power just on 
his own opinion to revoke said agency. 


the city. The protest was read, for he | My sub-agency is revoked if the pro- 


opinion. Now certainly let us guard 


, that, because it is our duty to guard 


of the’ 


every one against any possible in- 
justice. I helieve it would be better that 
no one should have his agency revoked 


.or rights affected in any way what- 


ever under this contract, unless the 
committee of fifteen were of the 
opinion, and that upon evidence that 
he had been guilty of the act charged. 
Now let us put in something there. I 
am sure it will appeal to you that it is 
absolutely necessary. 

George A. Kelly—I woud like to ask 
what the present position is under the 
plan we are working? 

Mr. Noyes—If the fault exists under 
the present system it ¢hould be 
changed; if it is a fault it should be 
shanged, whether the present system 
or the other. It is certainly a matter 
of importance. No rights should be in 
any way curtailed, and no agency 
should be revoked, until at least there 
should be reasonable evidence, and that 
in the minds of a competent commit- 
tee that we are in fault. I believe that 
we need some change, I believe in con- 
clusion—— 


Mr. Daniel Myers—Before you go on 
with any other idea, will you allow 
me to interrupt you, because that is a 
very importent thing, the first question 
you raise. T think we ought to meet 
that difficulty. tefore you go into any 
other proposition. 

Mr. Noyes—T will give the floor to Mr. 


Myers in a moment. Tn my opinion 
the plan is an excellent one. Tt is a 
stronger and, T think, a better plan 


than the one we are working under, 
which has done so much good. T want 
to sneak well of it. because it has heen 
of a very great advantage to this as- 
sociation, every member of it. T be- 
lieve this plan will be simple, and sim- 
vlify itself. Verv often a matter of 
this kind. if complicated, and you sim- 
ply go ahead, you come out all right. 
After all. the whole ohiection to the 
nlan is the possihility of some injury 
heing done. If we eunard this vlan so 
that we have the fullest protection un- 


der jt, and with no revoking of agency. 
no curtailing of our rights shall be 
made unless done with a competent 
committee. and have a full examina- 
tion and then find us guilty. T wish to 
say that T give it my hearty indorse- 


ment, and hope that it will meet with 
the apvroval and co-oneration of every 
member of this association. 

The President—Before recognizing Mr. 
Mvers, the question is on the adoption 
of the veneral plan. T think it would 
be well to confine vour remarks on that, 
and the detail will come in afterward. 
Tf we conclude that we want to have 
the plan, then we can take it un sec- 
tion by section, and amend it if need 
be. : 

Daniel Mvyers—TI do not how we 
ean intelligently vote on the whole plan 
unless we clean up the difficulties that 
seem to prevail on the essential fea- 
tures of the whole plan. Now, my judg- 
ment is. of course we look at pronosi- 


see 


| tions and papers with different mental 


vision, and we form different views, 
and honestly so. Now. as a member 


of that committee and one who has 
given this careful thought. it looks very 
differently to me from what it does to 
Mr. Noyes. Now, I think he has a mis- 
apprehension. Suppose mv firm should 
be notified by the general sales agent 
and cut off; the charges must be pre- 
ferred. TI may be tried, my firm will 
be tried, and if not guilty certainly no 
penalty will be imposed. Mr. Noyes 
says it is the rebate we want. Certain- 
ly that is what we want, and I will not 
lose any rebate if T am not guilty of 
any offense; but if found guilty, cer- 
tainly I should lose my rebate. On that 
particular point T wish to correct Mr. 
Noyes; that was all. 
Frank A. Faxon—I do 
that T will be able to add 
to this discussion. It always grieves 
me to see a good man go wrong. It 
is painful to see one whose gray 
hairs and venerable appearance inii- 
eate that he has passed the meridian 
of life turn his steps and begin to undo 
the good that he has in his earlier 
years accomplished, and _ to cast a 
shadow over the record of his past. 
Mr. Van Schaack as I understand it, 
was one of those who stood shoulder 
to shoulder with Mr. Richardson, Mr. 
Strong, Mr. Hinchman and others who 
have gone from us, and with Mr. Kelly, 
Mr. Myers, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Cutler 
and others who are here to-day, to es- 
tablish the rebate plan under which we 
have worked with much satisfaction 
for nearly twenty years. Of course. it 
was impossible with the conditions 
existing at that time to put in opera- 
tion any plan that would meet the 
ehanging conditions that come with 


not know 
much light 
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years. The Constitution of the United 
States, which has been declared to be 
by eminent authority the most perfect 


document ever written for the govern- 


ment of a people, has, in the course of 
we 


time, required amendment, and 
have come to that point now where 
this plan, the rebate plan, must, by 
amendment, be strengthened, or it sim- 
ply disintegrates and goes to pieces. 
As Mr. Kelly has well said, through the 
action of this national association the 
wholesale drug trade has fairly pros- 
pered, and I believe that we all agree 
that during the severe depression of 
the last three or four years, without 
the protection that this plan has af- 


forded many wholesale druggists 
would have been driven to bank- 
that has 


ruptey. Certainly, a plan 
stood so much, that means so much 
as that is worthy our serious attention 
to uphold it. We are fond of saying 
that the builders of this rebate plan 
built better than they knew. And it 
is my belief that when we adjourn here 
in Denver we shall still be able to say 
that the early founders “builded better 
than they knew.’”’ Now, the question 
is simply this, whether we shall have 
a protective plan or not. Now, there 
may be, as suggested by Mr. Van 
Schaack, annoyances and trouble and 
controversies and so on, and some com- 
plication in upholding this new plan, as 
there is under the present plan, but if 
so, it is a question as to which end of 
the horn of the dilemma we will take, 
whether we take some annoyances and 

some profit, or annoyance without 
profit. We cannot, if this plan goes 
on as it is, protect the wholesale drug 
business satisfactorily; we cannot up- 
hold our commercial integrity. Thomas 
Benton, the great representative of the 
State of Missouri for thirty years in 
the United States Senate, said that the 
troubles of the country come from 
uneasy politicians; its safety from the 
tranquil masses. The safety of this 
plan, Mr. President, is coming from the 
conservative champions of the whole- 
sale drug trade, and its dangers from 
those uneasy spirits who desire to be 
free lances, and who (in the language 
of the prize ring) strike a man below 
the belt or above the belt, as best 
serves their selfish fdeas. Mr. Van 
Schaack has referred to the arbitrary 
position of the general sales agent. 
That is a very simple position when 
you consider it in its true light. It 
says that he is to offer to each of the 
parties designated by the committee as 
wholesale distributers a sub-agency for 
the distribution of the various propri- 
etary articles represented by him, that 
these proprietors may have a proper 
distribution of their products, and I 
think that there is a good deal of mean- 
ing to that. If things go on as they 
are going on now, all of these proprie- 
tary goods will be distributed through 
dry goods houses and millinery stores, 
and hardware houses, and so on, and 
not through the drug trade, and I do 
not believe that would be a proper or 
satisfactory distribution of such goods. 
Mr. Van Schaack has invoked the shade 
of Mr. James Richardson, our first hon- 
ored president. Mr. Richardson was a 
man of generous mold, and he always 
stood for the good of the whole, no mat- 
ter what his own personal feelings 
might be. He was a strong upholder, 
one of the original builders of this re- 
bate plan, and if he were here to-day 
there is no doubt in’ my mind as to 
what his position would be ag to this 
question. He was a broad-minded man 
and always stood upon a broad plat- 
form. Mr. President, the question that 
Mr. Noyes mentioned——- 


Mr. Noyes—I am sorry to interrupt 
you, but I have been informed, and I 
would like to have a moment. I have 
been informed that the supervision of 
this power of reviewing is in the hands 
of the general sales agent; is a neces- 
sity of the case, a legal necessity of the 
ease; that the committee cannot do 
that. As a committee, that would be 
a combination, but that the general 
sales agent can do it, and can only do 
it to make the action legal. It is to 
my mind the strongest objection to it, 
and still, after all, we expect the gen- 
eral sales agent to be a salaried man 
and utterly impartial, and to act un- 
der the general chairman of the com- 
mittee, and in so far my objection is 
met—if it is a necessity of the plan it 
is worth, and we have got to consider 
the plan with the acceptance of that 
legal point. 

‘Mr. Faxon (continuing)—That is just 
the point exactly. It is the legal point 
involved. Under the present plan, if a 
wholesale druggist violates it, he is cut 
off at once and absolutely, and he can- 
not get his goods; but under the pro- 
posed plan he can, in case of violation, 
secure his supplies, but his rebate is 
Vithheld until he is reinstated. 











The matter is referred to the Propri- 
etary Committee, who will take the 
matter up at once. If it is found that 
it is proper to reinstate him he gets the 
rebate on the goods that he has been 
securing in the mean time from the 
proprietors. It seems to me that no 
better arrangement could be made. 


This committee is bound to be just. 
The integrity of the plan makes it 
necessary that it should be so. _ If, for 


instance, any injustice should be done 
to any member of this association, the 
sense of fairness that prevails with the 
members of this association would be 
such that any plan which would admit 
of any such injustice would simply 
have to drop. It could not be upheld. 
Mr. Van Schaack has made a point of 
the fact that the negative replies to the 
circular referred to were many; there 
were, in fact, few replies, it was almost 
unanimous. Mr. Kelly has a list of 
those he had negative replies from; 
they were very few indeed. And that 
is why the negatives were so conspicu- 
ous by their absence in trade papers 
at the time. One member has with- 
drawn since that time. Three who 
were not in favor of adopting the plan 
have upon further consideration and a 
better understanding of it come in. (Ap- 
plause.) Three to one! This subject 
means so much to us that I hope it will 
be discussed in all its phases, because 
it seems to me that if this new plan 
should not be adopted the old one will 
be weakened. It is hardly a new plan, 
but simply means adding a few amend- 
ments, which the course of years and 
changed conditions have made neces- 
sarv. The statement made by my 
friend from Chicago, that the retailer 
was going to be oppressed by this plan, 
is not correct. If this plan makes any 
change in the condition of the retailer 
it is in the line of placing them all 
on an equal footing; it is in the direc- 
tion of improvement; and it is not right 
that any word should go from this 
meeting that we have come here to 
combine against the retailer. We are 
here to do nothing of the sort. The 
retailers, some of them, have indorsed 
this plan; but the fact must be under- 
stood that no retailer is put in a worse 
place than he is to-day. They are all 
of them placed on equality. I do not 
know as T have anything else to say. 
TI am heart and soul with this amend- 
ment, because T believe it means the 
life of the rebate plan under which we 
have fairly prospered. I believe it 
means the integrity of the wholesale 
drug business, of ability to conduct it 
in the future as we have in the past, 
and continue to pay our debts one hun- 
dred cents on the dollar. 

J. C, Eliel—I will be very brief. There 
are only one or two points that I want 
to touch upon, and I want to say in the 
beginning that T am glad to see this 
discussion take this course. IT do not 
believe we ought to change the rebate 
plan in any respect without a full and 
hearty discussion, without a thorough 
knowledge that the reason for that 
change exists, and without the utmost 
support of every member here present 
Tt must not be forgotten that there are 
many here present at all our meetings 
who never honor us with their opinions, 
who do not take up the time of this 
association, who are not afraid that we 
will go home and decline to be heard, 
who still strengthen us and must be 
considered. Now, sir, the adoption of 
this new plan, as has been well stated 
here a few minutes ago, involves mere- 
ly the addition of a few planks, if you 
will, where time and service have 
shown us the leaks that exist, and 
which we think are necessary that they 
be plastered un; and there is one point 
which T consider more important than 
any other, and T do not believe that 
we can afford to have any mistake 
made upon that point, and that is that 
in the adoption of this amendment, or 
in the adoption of this new plan, if 
you will, we are in no way oppressing 
the retailer. I have no desire, gentle- 
men, to make, upon this occasion, what 
is known as a grand-stand play. The 
retailer knows who his friends are; the 
record of each man belonging to this 
association, whether he is upon his feet 
or not, speaks for itself. It is not 
necessary that I should get up on this 
floor and say that I am a friend of the 
retailer; and I want to say that in so 
far as the retailer is concerned, my 
friend, Mr. Van Schaack, is totally 
wrong. This plan is in the interest of 
the retailer as much as of the jobber 
or manufacturer. And there is not an 
intelligent retailer in the United States 
who will not indorse that statement. 
What is the present condition of things? 
Let us look at it for a moment. In the 
large cities, in the centers, the retailers 
who have the means to do it are buy- 
ing the larger quantities of their sales 
from proprietors. In other words, 












where they have not the individual 
means to do this they are combining 
and buying these things and dividing 
them in violation of the present plan. 
What is the result? That the man who 
who does business on one corner as ten, 
or ten and five, has the advantage of 
his neighbor. Is not that’ correct? 
Under the new plan every man will be 
put on an exact level. The smallest 
retailer and the largest dry goods cut- 
ter must stand upon the same plank. 
Neither one of them can get his goods 
one dollar or one-half cheaper than the 
other, and I want to ask the gentlemen 
of this association if this is not in the 
interest of the retailer? But, sir, I ap- 
prehend that our Chicago friend does 
not mean that we should take this 
statement in anything but a Pick- 
wickian sense in some respects. One 
of the greatest authors of the day, a 
distinguished Frenchman, has created 
in recent fiction a character that will 
live for all times. He has made him 
short, thick-set, broad-chested, deep- 
voiced, and of a magnificent personal 
appearance. He dwells particularly 
upon the symmetry of his stature. He 
gives him double muscles; he called 
him Tartar and Taracum, and he is 
typical of a large portion of that crea- 
tion known as man. And it was the 
particular peculiarities of this Tara- 
cum, that while he never said anything 
that was not directly true, he had the 
peculiar power of embroidering upon 
the truth; and yet I do not mean to say 
that our distingushed Chicago friend 
has embroidered, still I think he has 
amplified, eloquently amplified, and I 
am afraid in some instances has come 
near the border. Now, sir, by this 
plan we are only wanting what is right; 
we want the protection of the retailer, 
of the small jobber and the large job- 
ber, and of the manufacturer, and I 
put the manufacturer last because I 
think that is where he belongs. Weare 
talking as wholesale druggists now, 
and I want to say that the plan in your 
hands is the result of more headaches 
and more careful consideration and 
more night sessions than any of you, 
perhaps, who have been so fortunate 
as to be left off this committee are 
aware, and I believe it is as perfect 
as human ingenuity can make it, and I 
hope, sir, that it will be adopted as it 
is. 

(Calls of question.) 

W. A. Robinson—I want to say only 
a few words, sir. First, IT was a member 
of the Convention of the Western 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association, 
which met in Chicago, and IT want to 
add my assurance to those who have 
preceded me to my friend Mr. Van 
Schaack that I never heard any paper 
listened to with more respectful atten- 
tion than was his. There was another 
Taper presented there by a represen- 
tative of one of the best houses on our 
roll of members. That paper received 
the same consideration that his did, 
and after an all-day discussion the gen- 
tleman who presented the other paper, 
not only presenting his objections to 
the plan which had been proposed by 
the committee, but outlining in the 
most careful detail, which must have 
cost great labor, he got up, and, in a 
manly way, said that he was satisfied 
that his pian was indeed weak in some 
points, and admitted, as I understood 
it, that the plan presented by the com- 
mittee was the strongest. At any rate, 
if he did not vote in its favor he did 
net vote against it. 

J. C. Eliel--He voted in favor of it. 

W. A. Robinson—Again our friend, 
Mr. Van Schaack, has appealed to the 
memorv of his friend and my friend, 
and the friend of every member of this 
body, the memory of Mr. James Rich- 
ardson. I remember, while in many re- 
spects it was a disagreeable service or 
laborious service, one of the pleasantest 
recollections of my life, that as a young 
man I was permitted to learn much in 
connection with the conduct of our 
business through my associations with 
him, as one of the younger members of 
the Proprietary Committee. I went with 
him the first time he went East, and I 
went with him the first time he was 
president of the association, and he was 
chairman of this Proprietary Commit- 
tee, and those of my colleagues who 
were on that committee, and we spent 
five weeks on these journeys. I be- 
lieve if there is any man in this house 
that knew thoroughly Mr. Richardson’s 
mind about this question, I want to 
say, if any words Mr. Richardson used 
in his arguments at that time, which 
resulted in the establishment of this 
plan, which has been of such immense 
benefit to the wholesale druggists of 
this whole country during the past fif- 
teen or twenty years, it was the word 
arbitrary. I can see him now as he 
stood before our Proprietary Committee 
individually, as we visited them, all the 





way from Pittsburg up into New Eng- 
land. that was the keynote, and it 
was the beginning of his argument, 
that their goods did not fluctuate in 
value as other goods, and, therefore, 
that instead of being arbitrary at the 
start at one price they ought to be 
made arbitrary all the way through, 
and every man that reads one of these 
contracts will see that that same spirit 
prevails. I have no question, and I say 
it emphatically, and I say earnestly, 
and I say it as my honest belief, that 
with the changed condition of things, 
if Mr. Richardson were on this floor to- 
day he would be one of the strongest 
advocates for supporting this, if you 
Please to call it so, more arbitrary 
plan then we were then able to obtain, 
because this whole matter was a new 
question, and I honor those of our 
friends among the proprietors who were 
willing, at our instance, and at our ear- 
nest request, to adopt the plan as far 
as it weat. We find, after these twenty 
years experience, that there are weak 
points or links in this chain. We 
all know that experience is the best 
teacher. We find in all branches of 
business. from banks down to names, 
that the system now prevailing among 
the most intelligent business men of 
this country is that of some associated 
System, where men who are willing to 
trust one another, and to trust all of 
their associates, they want to combine. 
IT don’t mean that word in any offen- 
sive sense, but they want to come to- 
gether and act as one man, as the only 
way in which any matter of this sort 
may be controlled, or adopted, or con- 
ducted. This. as I understand it, is 
simply a clearing-house for the more 
important, the larger manufacturers 
of these articles which are most im- 
portant to all of us. It is under one 
central agencv. We are told by the 
best legal talent in the country that 
this is perfectly legal, that we have a 
right to do it under the laws of our 
country, and I believe that we are all 
agreed. that is. all of us who have 
given this plan most careful and con- 
stant attention, and the attention to the 
discussion by those who might differ 
with us, that this plan is about as near 
perfect as anvthing human can he 
made on this earth. TI do believe that 
Mr. Van Schaack, if he had been pres- 
ent at that Chicago meeting and heard 


that discussion, would have modified 
his views very much, if he had 
not been in full accord with us. T be- 


lieve he would have felt favorably 
toward this whole thing if he had 
heard it discussed in all its phases. As 
has been said, this plan is not only the 
result of the laborious work of a com- 
mittee. I am speaking of that because 
I did not happen to be in New York, 
and took no part in the initial steps, 
but it is the result of the efforts of an 
intelligent body of men, as the New 
England Wholesale Grocers; and T was 
only yesterday informed, in answer to 
mv direct question, that there had 
never been a complaint of any infrac- 
tion of that plan, because it was so 
strong that any man that felt ambi- 
tious to extend his business at the ex+ 
pense of his neighbor of the associa- 
tion. or desired to deviate from it, he 
had not the courage to do it. And as 
sure as you adopt this plan, T do be- 
lieve that any one of our members 
will never have any occasion, not only 
to regret it, but that none of our mem- 
hers will be hauled up for violation. fF 
believe the plan will work for the in- 
terests of everv man in this associa- 
tion, and T hope that it may be adopted 
by as nearly a unanimous vote as pos- 
sible. We do not want to do any- 
thing by sections in this association. 
T think this is a great body of men, 
and T believe that we can act almost 
unanimously. IT hope it may be unani- 
mous, that we may have no cause to 
regret our having come to Denver. 

Mr. Myers asked me to make one 
statement. The point that Mr. Myers 
calls my attention to was the fact that 
at the start it is not proposed to aban- 
don the old rebate plan at all, but to 
try to experiment, with some fifteen or 
twenty or twenty-five, whatever in the 
judgment of this committee of our’s is 
best, who will be made up of repre- 
sentative men from among ourselves, to 
determine best to try. Now, T believe 
that we are on the right line. As T 
said a little while ago, we not only 
have our own judgment to back us in 
this matter, but men who had this 
knowledge and who have worked most 
unselfishly. I do not believe there is 
any man on this floor that would have 
taken the place that Mr. Kline has 
filled during the last two or three years, 
or Mr. Kelly has filled for the last three 
or four months, without any reason- 
able salary, on the face of the earth. 
We owe these gentlemen a debt of grat- 
itude, I tell you, in a business sense, 





+ 


aside from our feelings toward them as 
our friends, that cannot be estimated 
in dollars and cents, Stand up to them 
in this matter, stand by them. I be- 
lieve they have acted in a disinterested 
way, they have acted and gone forward 
trying to do that which is best for the 
greatest number. They have had the ex- 
perience of others who have tried it. 
They have had the advice of distin- 
guished counsel; and then, in addition 
to that, since we came here, I do not 
know that the members know it, but 
this committee—I believe every man 
present at every session—this commit- 
tee has sat during the whole of one 
afternoon and part of another after- 
noon, and until 12 o’clock one _ night, 
and in our counsels we had three or 
four of the leading proprietors of this 
country, men in whom you all have 
confidence, and in whose judgment you 
have confidence, with whom we 
almost 


these representatives from your own 
chosen branch of business, from the 
proprietors, and, as I understand, from 
a letter that has been read in that com- 


mittee room, from the representatives 


of the retailers themselves. I believe it 

is fair all around, and I believe that it 

will hold water. 
Brent Good—Is it 


the intention 


heavy goods? 


Wm. A. Robinson—I thought I made 
the 
as 
the 
those 
sug- 
gested some twenty-five of the leading 
that we could get the 


myself clear. As I understand 
feeling of the committee, in fact 
enunciated all the time, that at 
start we ought to try first 
—as I remember, it was 


proprietors—so 
thing in perfect shape, practically, in 


every way, and hold on to the old re- 


bate plan. 


John M. Carey—I attended the meeting 
Druggists’ 
Association in Chicago on June 5, and 
T want to call attention to that state- 
ment of figures on the part of Mr. Van 
Schaack in regard to the number of let- 
his circular 
Van 


of the Western Wholesale 


ters received 
in regard to 
Schaack stated 


in reply to 
this plan. 
that Mr. 


Mr. 
Kline re- 


ported he sent out 135 letters and re- 
The 
facts are, he sent letters to every mem- 
ber of the National Wholesale Drug- 
gists’ Association, and received favor- 
able replies from every member save 
twenty-five; eighteen he received no re- 
plies from, and but seven unfavorable 
That would make, as T figure 
favorable replies 


ceived but ninety favorable replies. 


replies. 
it, a result of 
against seven 
no replies. 

Peter Van Schaack—The 
from Indianapolis could 
pose, sir, that IT would rise on this floor 
and make a misstatement. I have-in 
my possession a letter from Mr. Kline 
himself, upon which T based my state- 
ment, and that was that he had sent 
out at that time 135 and _ received 
ninety replies. 

John M. Carey—In explanation, T, of 
course, wish to say that Mr. Van 
Schaack may have been misinformed, 
but I appeal to the members of that as- 
sociation who met in Chicago if my 
f “res are not correct, mainly correct. 
['\.ink they are very nearly so. I 
have the figures here furnished me. 

Peter Van Schaack—In this meeting 
I was president, as the gentleman is 
very well aware, at the meeting at the 
auditorium, but in my article, Mr 
President, I alluded to a communica- 
tion which I had received. If you will 
bear with me, I used the term “offi- 
cial,” and these are the statements that 
are made at that time. It may have 
been, and probably was, before Mr. 
Kline sent out all of his inquiries. 

John M. Carey—I would say, by way 
of explanation, and I suppose it is not 
forgotten, that the reports of the chair- 
man of the committee, Mr. Kline, con- 
tained the numbers of these different 
replies. 

The President—Are you ready for the 
question? Are there any further re- 
marks? 

(Calls for question.) 

John M. Carey—I certainly acquit Mr. 
Van Schaack of making any misstate- 
ment. I did not mean my remarks to 
be misconstrued. 

J. C. Eliel—Before putting this ques- 
tion may I make this clear? They are 
both right, and »oth wrong; and it is 
only a little misapprehension. At the 
time that Mr. Van Schaack wrote to 
Mr. Kline, he gave him the figures so 
far as he had received them up to that 
time. When we saw Mr. Kline in Chi- 
cago he had received a great many 
more replies than when he had written 
to Mr. Van Schaack. 

(Calls for question.) 

Motion put and carried. 


150 


against and eighteen 


gentleman 


have 
daily dealings, and this paper 
is the result of the combined wisdom of 








































































to 
have the full line of rebate goods all 
come into this; as I understand, all the 


hardly sup- 





Motion by Mr. Wm. A. Robinson, that 
the installation of the newly elected 
officers of the association be made a 
special order of business at 8 o’clock 
this evening. Seconded and carried. 

Motion to adjourn carried, to meet at 
3 o’clock this afternoon. 





SIXTH SESSION. 
Thursday Afternoon, Sept. 4, 


The convention was called to order by 
President Main and the synopsis of the 
proposed plan for the handling and sale 
of proprietary articles by the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association was 
read by Chairman Weller, and each 
section adopted seriatim as read, after 
which, upon motion of Mr. Weller, the 
new plan, with all of the recommenda- 
tions (see page 7) thereto attached, was 
adopted as a whole. 

The following resolutions were of- 
fered and read seriatim and adopted 
by the unanimous vote of the associa- 
tion as read: 

Resolved, That in order to carry out 
the plan adopted, it is the sense of this 
association that the members of the 
Proprietary Goods Committee (of the 
jobbing drug trade of the United 
States) shall constitute the Committee 
on Proprietary Goods (of the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association), ex- 
cept those who may not belong to our 
national association; and the president 
is hereby instructed to act in accord- 
ance with this resolution. 

Resolved, That the present N. W. D. 
A. Committee on Proprietary Goods be 
authorized to act in the discharge of 
the duties of both of the above com- 
mittees until the Proprietary Goods 
Committee (of the jobbing drug trade 
of the United States) be appointed, as 
provided by the new plan, and that 
they be authorized to divide the coun- 
try into such sections as will insure 
every locality a representative on the 
committee, and if it is found that the 
number of sections necessary be more 
or less than thirteen, as provided in the 
statement of the plan, then the new 
sommittee to consist of such number 
instead of thirteen. 

Resolved, That M. N. Kline be elected 
by this association as chairman at large 
of the Proprietary Goods Committee of 
the Jobbing Drug Trade of the United 
States, in confcermity with the new 
plan. 

Resolved, That the chairman of the 
N. W. D. A. Committee on Proprietary 
woods be given authority to draw on 
the treasurer of the N. W. D. A. for all 
moneys necessary for preliminary ex- 
penses to put in operation the new plan, 
such money to be repaid to the treas- 
urer as early as practicable. 


Mr. Weller—The Board of Control has 
nothing further to offer, unless you 
wish to take up the terms of sale and 
contracts that have been in the hands 
of all the members, and T presume it is 
hardly necessary to take any action 
upon them. 

The President—The Chair will state 
that the forms of contract are merely 
commendatory and will naturally have 
to be adopted by each proprietor for 
himself. If the convention desires, the 
shairman of the Board of Control might 
read them. 

Mr. Weller—I would simply offer a 
resolution that the Board of Control 
recommends the aduption of the terms 
of sale and contracts that are herewith 
presented. 

Seconded and carried. 

The Board of Control having nothing 
further to offer the president an- 
nounced that the next order of busi- 
ness would be the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Time and Place of Meet- 
ing next year, which had been made a 
special order for this time. The report, 
as previously reported, was read. 

Mr. John M. Carey—In explanation, I 
wish to say that since the report of 
this committee has been prepared there 
has been another city mentioned which 
was not before our committee in any 
manner, and as chairman of that com- 
mittee—and I think the other members 
will bear me out in the thought that if 
it is the wish of the convention to 
change that to any other city, it is 
perfectly agreeable—our idea was that 
Niagara Falls was the most accessi- 
ble place for all. Yet it is the wish of 
your committee to consult the wishes 
of the convention. We want you to 
understand that we have not the slight- 
est objection to changing the place of 
the meeting of this convention, if it is 
their pleasure to do so. In order to 
bring the matter befcre your attention, 
IT move the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. Morrison—I should like to offer 
as an amendment to the resolution of 
this committee that we substitute the 
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name of Milwaukee for Niagara Falls, 
as suggested by that committee. 


Seconded. 
Mr. Noyes—I came to this conven- 


tion with the full intention ard? itt 


struction to give an urgent invitation | 


to the convention to meet in St. Paul at 
our next gathering. I have refrained 
from doing so largely because the mem- 
bers present whom I have spoken to 
thought it would be more desirable that 
our meeting should be further East or 
South, and, besides, we have furnished 
the new president of the association 
from our immediate suburb. (Laugh- 
ter.) There is still another reason, a 
great misfortune to our sister city, one 
which has not yet found its way in the 
papers, but such a sudden and terrible 
affliction that I hesitate to mention it, 
and yet a sense of duty impels me to 
do it. A census was recently taken 
in the city of Minneapolis, and some- 
thing like 20,000 people who were found 
there by'theircensusenumeratorsat that 
time have never been heard from since. 
There is absolutely no trace of them 
on ‘the face of the earth, although St. 
Paul has made very faithful search for 
them. A city where 20,000 people, men, 
women and children pass out of ex- 
istence without leaving any trace what- 
ever is certainly a very dangerous place 
to invite you to. I would like to go to 
Niagara. I would ‘ike still more to go 
South; I would like to go to Nashville, 
or to Atlanta. I believe it would 
strengthen the association if some 
Southern city should be chosen for next 
year and a later date decided upon. I 
desire before long to press the claim of 
St. Paul and to give you an opportu- 
nitv to note the attractions of our un- 
rivaled city—with a chance at some 
time for a glimpse of our sister city. 

Mr. Hance—When the committee 
completed its report I was very much 
gratified to find that Niagara Falls 
had been chosen. Since that time I 
have learned that the claims of Mil- 
waukee have been presented to this 
convention. Philadelphia, it appears, 
has not been presented to this conven- 
tion, and I therefore desire to present 
it now, feeling assured that Philadel- 
phia will be able to entertain our mem- 
bers from a distance as well as they 
have been entertained in New York, 
and we will do our best to entertain 
the visiting members, their wives. 
daughters and sweethearts. Many of 
them who have been there before know 
what we can do, therefore T suggest 
Philadelphia as the next place of meet- 
ing. (Applause.) 

Mr. Frank A. Faxon 
ond the amendment 
Hance, and desire to say a word in 
favor of Philadelphia. I am generally 
willing to accept the report of a com- 
mittee, especially a unanimous one, but 
I believe if that committee had met 


I wish to sec- 
offered by Mr. 


to-day their report would have been a 
different one. When I came here I 
thought favorably of going to Nash- 


ville, and Mr. Neal came prepared to 
present the claims of Nashville, and he 
has extended a most cordial welcome to 
us to visit that city next year, but it 
oecurs to me that perhaps next year 
will not be the most favorable time to 
visit the South. Next year at Nash- 
ville they are to have a centennial cele- 
bration and the hotels are likely to be 
crowded, unless we select an earlier 
date, in which event it is likely to be 
very warm. While T think the meet- 
ing of the association in the South 
would strengthen our lines there, yet 
I think next year would not be the 
best time to go. 

Eleven years ago we met in Philadel- 
phia, and we all remember how delight- 
fully we were entertained there. It is 
a grand place to hold a meeting. It is 
a pleasant place to visit, with its beau- 
tiful parks and rivers, the easy access 
to the bay, and its historical associa- 
tions. There is the place where this 
nation had its birth; there our flag first 
waved, and there is the old bell that 
first gave forth the rejoicing sounds 
of liberty. I never go to that city with- 
ouf feeling that I am a better American 
citizen for going there, and I heartily 
favor and support the amendment of 
Mr. Hance. I believe if we go to Phil- 
adelphia, we will have one of the lar- 
gest and most successful meetings this 
convention has ever had. 

Mr. Neal—We of the South have 
thought we needed this association at 
Nashville. Our Board of Public Works, 
the Mayor and the Council of our city 
have extended a pressing invitation to 
this association to meet at Nashville 
next year. We want to see you down 
there, and hope we can induce you to 
come. The members of the Southern 
States have become a little lukewarm, 
and by having our meeting in Nashville 
we thought it would arouse them. But 
the committee saw fit to report in favor 
of Niagara, and I yielded to their re- 
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port, and we thought we would post- 
pone the visit to Nashville until some 
future year. Still we would be very 
glad to have you all down there with 
us next year. We do not urge it, be- 
cause Mr. Faxon and others seem to 
think it not best, but still we would be 
glad to have you down there, and 
would show you the true Southern hos- 
pitality if you came. 

The question recurring upon the 
amendment to substitute Philadelphia. 
in place of Niagara Falls was put by 
the chair and adopted by a vote of 3P 
to 18. The report of the committee was- 
then adopted as amended. 

Mr. Eliel—Should the report of this 
meeting by chance fall into the hands 
of any one of the 250,000 loyal citizens 
of our city, and should they read Mr. 
Noyes’ remarks and fail to see an ar- 
swer from me, I fear they would imme- 
diately think I had suddenly fallen 
dead. I therefore desire to say only this: 
That had that great calamity of which 
my friend speaks really befallen our 
city, Iam sure, all joking aside, that no 
one would more freely and more honor- 
ably come to our aid than our good 
friend of St. Paul. for it must be re- 
membered, gentlemen, that while 
these cities scrap a good deal among 
themselves, they may be likened to the 
two blades of a very sharp pair of 
scissors, working, it is true, in contrary 
ways, but very apt to hurt anybody 
who happens to come between’ them. 
(Applause.) And I want to say also 
that my distinguished friend reminds 
me a great deal of the man in the fa- 
ble who saw an ox in a field and con- 
cluded that he would go in and throw 
him over the fence, and it pleased him 
so much that he lay in the grass and 
roared with laughter. He afterwards 
had cause to thank God that he had his 
laugh before he tackled the ox. I as- 
sure you that when my friend hears 
from the next census you will no longer 
hear from him upon this topic. 

Mr. Noyes—Mr. Eliel has put it very 
well, indeed. It is only a question 
which can be the “best man.” If you 
will excuse me, I will tell you a short 
story illustrating this idea. Pat came 
home one day with his eyes blackened 
and his nose badly off the centre, his 
right arm ina sling. His master asked 
kim what was the matter. “I have 
been to a weddin’, Your Honor.” 
“Well, you must have had an interest- 
ing time.” “Hoult on a bit, and I'll 
tell you. When I got there I found a 
man wid a white choker, and his hair 
parted in the middle, a fussing around, 
and I asked him very politely who the 
devil he was. ‘I’m the best man,” says 
he, and he was.” (Laughter.) 

The President—The next order of 
business is the presentation of the re- 
bort on the amendment to the consti- 
tution, as recommended by the Com- 
mittee on President's Address, Mr. 
Noyes, chairman. 

Mr. Noyes—I rise simply to move the 
adoption of the amendment to the con. 
stitution. As stated in the president's 
address, it is merely to authorize the 
president. in case of a vacancy in an 
elective office, to fill the same with the 
consent of the Board of Control, by ap- 
pointment. 

Seconded by Mr. 
mously adopted. 

Mr. Robinson read the following reso- 
tion, which was unanimously adopted 
by a rising vote: 

Resolved, First, That the thanks of 
this association are due and are hereby 
cordially extended to the Committee of 
Arrangements for their efficient and 
admirable work in connection with this 
meeting. 

Second. That we would express our 
high appreciation of the graceful and 
abundant hospitality on the part of the 
Denver Chamber of Commerce, the citi- 
zens of this beautiful city during our 
stay and the managers of this hotel 
for their thoughtful consideration for 
the comfort of the members and the 
convenience of the convention. 

Third. That we thank the reporters 
and the press of the city for attend- 
ance at the sessions and the reports of 
proceedings. 

The following resolution was pre- 
sented by Mr. Robinson, and the secre- 
tary putting the question before the 
house, the resolution was unanimously 
adopted by a rising vote of the asso- 
ciation: 


Weller and unani- 


“Resolved, That the association 
desires to record its full appre- 
ciation of the faithful and able 
administration of President Main 
of the affairs of the organization 


as the chief executive officer during the 
year now closing. He lays down the 
trust committed to him with the es 
teem. respect and best wishes of the 
entire membership.” 

The President—Gentlemen, all I can 
say is, I thank you very heartily for 
the support you have given me during 
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into it. I have tried some plans in the 
past in the endeavor to protect 
my retail clientage, and I have some- 
times asked you gentlemen to do a 
xreat deal of work for me which prob- 
ably did not pay you very well in the 
long run, because of this desire of ours 
to regulate this cutting question in the 


my administration. At the commence: 
ment of it I said I would do the best 
I could, and I have done so, and I am 
glad that the work has met with your 
approbation. (Anpplause.) 

Upon motion by Mr. Kelly the sec- 
retary was instructed to prepare and 
send to each of the families of the de- 
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ceased members a copy of the 
of the Committee on 


lated to such member. 


Calls for speeches on the rebate ques- 


tion. 


Calls for Mr. Kelly. 


George A. Kelly—I have no doubt that 
we all feel gratified that the new plan 
has been adopted, and we have with us, 


as we hope to always have in our meet- 


ings, a number of prominent proprie- 


tors. It would ‘be very gratifying to 
the present Proprietary Committee if 
any of the proprietors present—they 
are all well known—would at once, or 


as soon as practicable, signify their in- 
tention to adopt this amended plan, 
it would certainly encourage the com- 
mittee very much and help the object. 
We would like very much to hear from 
any of the proprietors present who feel 
disposed to signify their intention to 
adopt this plan. 


Calls for Dr. 


Dr. R. V. Pierce—Mr. President and 
Gentlemen of the Association: I had 


Pierce. 


not intended to take any part, and 
did not in the discussion of this 
revised plan, or the proposed re- 


vision. except in so far as discussions 
occurred in the committee of which I 
happened to be a member. I have al- 
wavs felt in regard to these matters 
of regulating the sale of our prepara- 
tions. that with this great association 
behind the proprietor no one of us 
should fear to put our interests in its 
hands (applause)—in other words, as the 
politician often says: “I am perfectly 
willing to put myself in the hands of 
my friends.” (Applause.) IT believe that 
this association is the friend of every 
proprietor who pursues proper busi- 
ness methods. Furthermore, I have 
not found this resolution entirely for 
the benefit which I believe it will be 
for my business personally, or to this 
association either, but because T be- 
lieve that it will benefit our retail 
friends as well. There was a proposi- 
tion which came up in the committee 
that there should be an intermediate 
quantity for large retailers, but it 
seemed to some of us that that would 
continue the opportunity for the de- 
partment stores to get their goods at a 


little better price, than the smaller 
retailers. Consequently that small in- 
termediate quantity was voted down, 


and intermediate quantity made only 
for the smaller jobber. I was gtad 
to see that there seemed to be no dis- 
position on the part of any of the large 
jobbers who are here present to inter- 
fere at all with the smaller jobber 
getting his intermediate quantity, if 
you please to call it so, at pretty nearly 
the same price, and at pretty nearly the 
same terms, which you gentlemen, un- 


der this plan, if carried out, will do 
business under. 
It seems to me, therefore, that this 


plan will result in this: that while de- 
partment stores will not be shut out 
from obta'ning supplies, and we might 
as well recognize the fact that they 
will ‘by hook or crook buy and obtain 
their supplies in some way, under this 
plan we believe they will have to pay 


just as much for the goods as 
their neighbors, the smaller retail- 
ers, While some of us, perhaps 


would have been glad to have seen an 
intermediate quantity, $20 or $25, as 
Was proposed in this plan, if it had not 
»een for favoring the department stores 
as well as the larger retailers, yet we 
saw that we could not discriminate be- 
tween those buyers; that if the field is 
to be an open one they must all come 
in under the same regulations and pay 
the full long prices for their quantities. 
To be sure, there will probably be a 
little feeling .on the part of some pro- 
prietors, as there has been on the part 
of the jobbers, who may be giving 
away some of their secrets to some 
man, called under this plan the general 
sales agent. But it should be borne in 
mind that I believe the general inten- 
tion is that this general sales agent 
shall not be a man connected with the 
jobbinge trade. and. therefore, the pro- 
prietor, at any rate, whether the agent 
be or not connected with the trade, the 
proprietor is giving away his trade 
secrets to him no more than the job- 
bers. We are all on the same level in 
that particular, if there is any draw- 
back to that feature of ‘the plan. I 
for one, as I said in the start, am per- 
fectly willing to undertake to carry out 
this plan. whether one or two, or a 
dozen or two dozen, more or less, go 


report 
Memorials of De- 
ceased Members, so far as the same re- 









matter of the department stores, 
smaller retailers, and we might just as 
well recognize the fact and admit it, 
that thev are in the field; but I think 
that this plan as adopted will afford a 
certain measure of relief to our retail 
friends, who certainly have great cause 


and | 





to complain in many of the cities, be- 
cause of the fact that they can com- 
pete with the department store under 
this plan, as I understand it, on an 
even basis. (Applause.) 

(Calls for Mr. Morrison). 

Mr. Morrison—Mr. President and Gen- 
tlemen of the Convention: I want to 
Say a8 “1 representative of a proprietor 
that I ami perfectly in accord with the 
sentiment expressed by Dr. Pierce, and 
that as soon as the plan is in operation 
I will be very glad to be the second 
one to adopt it, and to endeavor in 
every possible way to carry out its pro- 


visions. (Applause.) 

(Calls for Mr. Bigelow). 

IX. A. Bigelow—Mr. President and 
Gentlemen: I am not situated as Dr. 


Pierce is here, he is the head of the 
business he represents. | am merely a 
hired man, and under these circum- 
stances I would prefer to have my prin- 
cipals act in ‘this matter, ard I have no 
doubt that they will take hold of this 
new plan, or, rather, the different ad- 
ministration of the old plan. I don’t 
like to feel that the old rebate plan is 
wiped out. I like to call it the same 
plan, with a little different way of 
administering it. It has been the habit 
of the J. C. Ayer Company to do just 
what the jobbers wanted them to do 
(and [I think you will all bear me out 
in that) so I have very little doubt 
that when the facts are known to the 
owners that they will be very glad to 
come in among the very first. Perhaps 
they won't rush to get a front seat, 
but they won't be far behind. 

(Mr. Sharp called for). 

H. M. Sharp—I think it is unneces- 
sary for me to say that the house that 
[. represent has always been in accord 
With the rebate plan ever since it was 
first brought to its attention. (Apr 
plause.) We adopted it early; we con- 
tinued in it up to this time, and in one 
shape or another we propose continuing 
in it as long as it accomplishes the pur- 
poses for which it was enacted. There 
was one feature of the plan as passed 
here which Mr. Jayne was opposed to 
when I left. Possibly on my return in 
explaining to him the action of your 
meeting, and the very hearty indorse- 
ment it received at the hands of the 
convention and of Dr. Pierce and others, 
he may forego and give way in this 
objection, or whether work exactly 
under this plan or under the old p’an, | 
think, as I said before, you have every 
reason to believe that the interests of 
the jobber will be protected in the fu- 
ture as they have been in th past. 

(Mr. Pinkham called for). 

Mr. Pinkham—I have been very much 
surprised. In fact, when | came here 
I had no idea that this new system 
was so popular with the members, and 
therefore I have not looked into the 
matter very thoroughly as regards the 
details of the working of the plan. The 
old plan I liked very well, and I think 
the record has been very good in the 
past, and I did not realize that there 
Was so much dissatisfaction with it as 
there appears to be during this meeting. 
However, I think that there is no doubt 
but what the concern I represent will 
fall into line. We are inclined to try 
to treat our customers all right, and 
without saying positively that I will 
go right into it, I certainly will consider 
it. (Applause.) 

(Calls for Wells, Richardson & Co.). 

(Not present.) 

(Calls for Mr. Robb). 

R. S. Robb—Mr. President and Gen- 
tlemen of the Association: [ want to 
apologize for appearing before you, be- 
cause it is my first appearance, and, 
perhaps—I hope it may not be the last, 
In regard to this meeting of the asso- 
ciation, I came here for the purpose 
of learning something about the reme- 
dies to be proposed in the rebate sys- 
tem of selling our goods. I must say 
frankly, gentlemen, that I have learned 
a good deal since I came. We have 
not been represented in the years past 
as we ought to have been at these meet- 
ings. I believe that was largely my 
own fault, because I should have urged 
the company whom I represent to have 
sent some one, but my modesty, if you 
will permit me to say so, would not ai- 
low me to suggest that I go, and conse- 
quently I did not come, and nobody else 
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came. Now, as to the new rebate plan, 
like my friend, Mr. Bigelow, I like the 
rebate plan, we always liked it, and had 
it not been that it showed so many 
weak things, Mr. Chairman, we should 
have liked to continue with it. But we 
are aware, as well as the gentlemen of 
this association, that it had its weak 
points. They have been fully brought 
out, and if it could be possible I would 
like to have the same name retained. 
Now as to the view that our firm will 
take of this system, I am not pre 
pared to say what they think. But I 
could give you what I think their im- 
pressions will be. They are not people 
who are disposed to put anything in the 
Way of the advancement of anything 
that is good. They are a little slow, it 
is true, but they want to be sure they 
are right, and when they are assured 
that it is all right, | have no doubt in 
the world but what it will meet their 
hearty approval. (Applause.) 


for Mr. Queen Mr. 
Neither present.) 


(Calls 
man, 


and New- 

W. A. Robinson—I was just going to 
ask you to have Mr. Kelly make a 
speech. 

George A. Kelly—I am not going to 
make any speech, but as acting chair- 
man of the committee I think the 
thanks of the association are due to 
these gentlemen who have signified 
their approval of the plan. Some say 
they will take it up at once, and others 
say they will favorably consider it 
and probably take it up, and therefore 
I would move you, Mr. President, that 
the thanks of this association be ten- 
dered to those proprietors who have 
given us so much encouragement. 

Motion 
carried. 

John A, Gilman—It is very gratify- 
ing. indeed, to have the genilemen 
come forward in approval of the 
new plan. I like very much jn- 
deed, the remarks that Lave been made 
that we should consider it also under 
the name of the rebate plan. I have 
been a lit'le surprised during the dis- 
cussion to-day to have the point 
brought out, or have it made, that the 
old rebate plan had so many weak 
points. To my :nind there is jist one 
weak point, and that is that these firms 
who have been selling their goods un- 
der these prices have not been loyal 
to the signatures which they have 
given the manufactures. If they had 
been loyal ard their piedges 
as they are expected to stand by their 
names when they put them to another 
piece of paper, we should not have had 


reconded and unanimously 


stood to 


this discussion; we should not have 
had any controversy or trouble 
I hope we are going to see our 
way out of it at this time, but the 


reason that I wish to call the attention 
of the members of the association to 
this is that the rebate plan, the old re- 
bate plan, if you will permit me to so 
call it, as | understand it, may be con- 
tinued by some of the manufacturers, 
and what we want to do as members of 
an association, or we want to do when 
we go back among our fellows who are 
not here at this meeting is to 
strengthen every man to stand by the 
position, which as a man he ought to 
take, and when he puts his name to a 
piece of paper or contract with a manu- 
turers’ prices, that there will be no re- 
bating, nor dividing of quantities, and 
up to to the very letter. It seems to me 
that it is an important matter for us 
to do. If that is done we ought to have 
no trouble in (his section, no euontro- 
versy in that section of the country, or 
any trouble in other localities, but we 
shall feel that the goods that are sold 
by these proprietors who may not see 
their way clear to go into this arrange- 
ment, will be sold at the manufac- 
turers’ } rive , that there will be no rebat- 
ing, nor dividing of quantities, and 
every man show himself a man by 
standing by what he-nas agreed to do. 
(Applause.) 

Daniel Myers—I do not know that it 
is necessary to emphasize this point, 
but it will certainly have no harmful 
effect. It is not the intention of this 
committee, as I understand it, to aban- 
don the old rebate plan on anything, 
but it is proposed under the new plan 
to try to experiment on a dozen or 
more of the largest sellers of proprie- 
tary goods, and at the close of the 
year we will see how that matter 
works on a certain quantity. Then we 
can discuss the question of eliminating 
from the old rebate plan of such arti- 
cles as it may be desirable to eliminate. 
But the members must not think for 
a moment there is any intention of 
abandoning the old rebate plan. We 
must all stand by faithfully to that, 
and more so now than ever. 


Motion to adjourn, to meet at 8 
o'clock this evening, put and carried. 


SEVENTH SESSION. 
Thursday Evening Sept 5. 


President Main called the convention 
to order at 8.30, and appointing Messrs. 
Noyes and Robinson to escort the new 


officers to the platform, the installa- 
tion of officers was had in the pres- 
ence of every member who had _ not 


left before the hour set for this work. 
A large proportion of the audience was 
composed of the wives, daughters and 
lady friends of the members, and the 
introduction of each new officer was 
greeted with rounds of applause. 

In introducing President-elect Eliel 
the president said: ‘‘Mr. Eliel, it is a 
very great pleasure for me, sir, to in- 
troluce you to the members of the Na- 
tional Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion as its next president.’”” The con- 
vention rising, the president said: ‘Mr. 
President, I need scarcely remind you 
of the high honor it is to be elected 
president of a body of merchants such 
as those are who compose the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association. They 
have made no mistake, sir, in electing 
you to this office, and it gives us great 
pleasure to introduce you as the presi- 
dent who will preside over their delib- 
erations during the coming year.” 

Mr. Eliel—Mr. Chairman, ladies and 
gentlem21: There are moments in the 
affairs of men when they are suddenly 
confronted with the startling fact that 
mere words are no longer a suitable 
vehicle for the expression of their feel- 
ings. I am deeply grateful for this 
honor which you have extended, not to 
me, but to him for whom in your kind- 
ness and charity you mistake me; and 
I am very much pleased with this ac- 
tion on your part in choosing me as 
the standard bearer of this organiza- 
tion for the ensuing year at this time, 
because it cannot be said that it wae 
the thoughtless act of callow youth, or 
a deed done in your doddering dotage, 
but that it came at this time, the 
twenty-first annual session of our be- 
loved association, and may be called 
your first act upon assuming the full 
duties of matured manhood, and, if 
I may say so, TI consider it your first 
legal vote. (Laughter). And I am 
glad, too, that this great honor has 
come to me here in this beautiful city 
of Denver, typical as it is of this great 
and glorious West, of which we are 
justly proud, situated on the high pla- 
teau, sun kissed and wind swept, and 
within sight of those gorgeous peaks 
clad in their eternal robes of glittering 
raiment, within whose mountain fast- 
nesses lie wealth untold awaiting the 
revealing stroke of the pick. And 
while I am grateful, more grateful than 
words can. express, of this high and 
crowning honor, conscious as IT am at 
this moment of my shortcomings and 
limitations, and feeling fully the great 
responsibilities and cares which the ac- 
ceptance of this office involves, I assure 
you never before have I so deeply felt 
the import of the words of the poet, 
who said: 

Who drives the chariot of the sun 
Shall lord it but a day. 

Better a modest deed were done, 
And kept the humbler way. 

For use shall hide the sword of fame, 
And dust shall hide the crown; 

Nor any shall hide his name; 
Time shall not tear it down. 

The happiest heart that ever beat 
Will, in some humbter breas’, 

Content to find an hour so sweet, 
And love, a haven of rest, 


1 shall not attempt at this moment 


any extended remarks, for [ do not feel 
quite sure of myself. And T can only 
say, knowing as I do and feeling as I 
do, mv utter unfitness for this great 
office, that I cannot promise you such 
aii administration as that of my imme- 
diate predecessor, in whose shadow I 
now stand, but what there is in me to 
do for the good of this association, for 
its be.terment, for the advancement of 
trade interests and mercantile and cor- 
rect customs, that I will promise you. 
And I bespeak for myself for the ensu- 
ing year that same kindly considera- 
tion, that same loyal support, which 
you have always extended to this great 
office in the past. And I indulge the 
hope that when, a year hence, I shall 
lay aside this mantle of brief author- 
ity that I may do so still with your 
respect, still with your support and 
your good-will; and I indulge the hope, 
also, that we may continue to stand 
together, man by man and man for 
man, side by side, battling for the 
right, and that light and grace may be 
given us to see the right, that we may 
upon every occasion do our duty, our 
whole duty and nothing but our duty. 
I thank you for your attention. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Vice-presidents Hover, Gilpin, Owen, 
Braun and Fall being escoried to the 
platform, the president said: ‘‘Gentle- 











men, in having been elected to the office 
of vice-presidents of this association I 
can assure you it is no empty honor. 
You have been selected to represent the 
various parts of the country, and un- 
der our new administration I expect 
the formation of local associations will 
be vigorously pushed, and that you will 
pe called upon to represent the incom- 
ing president a good deal more than 
has been the case in the past. Ladies 
and gentlemen of the association, I 
take pleasure im presenting to you the 
vice-presidents of the association for 
the ensuing year.” 

In introducing Secretary Merriam the 
president said: ‘Mr. Secretary, it would 
ill become me to say anything to you 
regarding the duties of the office, as 
vou have held it so long you know 
more about it than I could possibly tell 
you. I have the honor to present to 
you, ladies and gentlemen. Mr. A. B. 
Merriam, who has been our secretary 
for so long that I cannot remember the 
time when he was not secretary. 
and 


Mr. Merriam—Mr. President 
ladies and gentlemen, I well remem- 
ber many years ago when a famous 


orator of Mississippi at a public meet- 
ing was called upon to follow a distin- 
guished speaker, he modestly arose and 
briefly said: ‘““When the eagles are fly- 
ing in the air the bats and owls should 
seek their nests.” I also remember that 
a few years ago you honored the State 
of ‘Minnesota in calling to the presiden- 
tial chair of the association an able, 
brilliant and scholarly gentleman from 
St. Paul, whom we all delight to honor. 
To-day you have again honored my 
State and elected as president of the 
association a distinguished citizen from 
my own city of Minneapolis, beneath 
the effulgence of whose presence, Mr. 
President, I must walk each day, and 
in the reflection of whose renown I 
must sit during all the days of next 
convention, and I think you will all 
agree with me that the simile of the 
Southern orator is most appropriate on 
this occasion, and that your humble 
secretary should not be seen, much less 
called upon for a speech, at such an 
eventful time. I thank you. 

Messrs. Faxon, Carter and Myers of 
the Board of Control, being the only 
members present, were introduced by 
the president, and addressed the mem- 
bers present as follows: 

Mr. Fexon—Mr. President, Ladies 
and Gentlemen: In looking over this 
room I am impressed with the rush of 
events of this country, and the rapid 
change of customs. Two years ago I 
passed through a ceremony similar to 
that which my honored friend has just 
passed through, but it was different at 
that time. There were no beautiful 
flowers and tropical plants. The occa- 
sion was not graced by the smiling 
presence of ladies, and there were no 
dress suits on the gentlemen. (Laugh- 
ter.) In coming before you attired as 
I am this evening, I am afraid you will 
think that I belong to that “wild and 
woolly West” of which you have heard, 
but which you have failed to find in 
your visit to Denver. (Applause.) 


When Mr. Weller, chairman of the 
Board of Control, left here this even- 
ing, he said that he wanted me to 


make his speech. Now, I will not un- 
dertake to make his speech, but I will 
say a few words for him. He would 
probably say that he thanked the con- 
vention for the honor conferred upon 
him. I will say, as he would not say, 
that he thoroughly deserved the honor 
which has been placed upon him. He 
has been a most faithful officer, and 
the duties of the members of the Board 
of Control, as the gentlemen of the 
convention know, are many and oner- 
ous. He has served us well. eee 

While on my feet I want to say a good 
word for Denver, and I want to say 
a good word for Mr. Hover. He has 
done a wonderful work in preparing 
the entertainment which you have all 
enjoyed. It took a great deal of nerve 
for a man out in this Western country, 
after the magnificent reception we re- 
ceived in New York, to ask you to meet 
at this point. In fact, I believe he is 
the only man west of the Mississippi 
who possessed a sufficient amount of 
nerve. (Applause.) But he has shown 
himself abundantly equal to the occa- 
sion, and I am sure we will all go away 
with the most pleasant recollections 
of our stay here. 

This beautiful city of Denver is a 
eity of which we may well be proud, a 
place grown up on the plains within a 
few years, a very short time, inhabited 
by a people whose hearts are as large 
as the mountains, and whose natures 
are as kind as the sun-kissed plains 
which you came over before you 
reached the promised land. 

Next year we will go to Philadelphia, 
and I hope th®re will be as many ladies 
there as there are here, because we 
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know that if the ladies go, the men will 
be there. I do believe since the ladies 
have commenced to attend our meetings 
—I won't say I believe, I do know—that 
the meetings have been more pleasant, 
and as long as they continue coming 
out as they have been doing for the 
last few years, I feel that the rebate 
plan is secure. (Applause.) 

I want to say a word for Kansas 
City. We have figured out among our- 
selves that next year we are going to 
Philadelphia. It will be a delightful 
place to meet; it is a grand old city, 
and we who were there ten years ago 
still remember how pleasant our enter- 
tainment was. After that we are going 
South; we will probably go to Nash- 
ville. Our future committees on the 
place of meeting may upset this plan, 
but that is the way I have it mapped 
out now, that we will probably go 
South. We have never been any fur- 
ther south than Louisville, and I don’t 
suppose that is called a Southern city 
now. Mr. Robinson probably would 
claim not, We will go down there pbe- 
cause we have all heard of the hospi- 
tality of the Southern people, and we 
know the country is arousing now and 
getting to the front. We will go down 
there partly to strengthen our lines 
in that direction, and partly for social 
reasons, and meet those delightful peo- 
ple south of Mason and Dixon’s line. 
After that we expect to be ready for 
you in Kansas City. We have been 
a little modest in inviting you there, 
because we know that the members of 
this association and their wives have 
been accustomed to the best things on 
earth, and we have not really felt that 
we had the best things on earth, but 
we have got’ them in sight. (Ap- 
plause.) The future is promising. 
have recently acquired dollar gas; we 
have always had gas there, but not of 
the dollar kind. We are going to own 
our own waterworks; we have always 
had water there, but the city has not 
always furnished it. We have a system 
of improving our parks and boulevards, 
so that 1808S they will be most beauti- 
ful. That grand bluff, which those of 
you will remember who have passed 
through our city, is covered now, it is 
true, by kindly nature with sunflowers 
(nature has been kind to us there and 
stays with us), but we are going to 
have that parked. When visitors come 
to us now we generally take them to 
the packing houses, and while we are 
perhaps in the habit there of counting 
our prosperity by the number of 
squeals per day in those _ places, it 
would not be sweetest music perhaps 
to your ears. So we hope to have 
something else to please your aesthetic 
senses when you come there. This is 
the programme as I see it to-night. 
With that I will leave you, hoping to 
meet you all next year in Philadelphia, 
in the South in 1897, and in Kansas 
City in 1898. I thank you. (Applause.) 

Daniel Myers—Since you have been 
listening to the silver-tongued orator 
from the Missouri, I am exceedingly re- 
luctant to rise up to say anything, es- 
pecially since the gentleman from the 
Hub of the Universe, Boston, the 
source of all modern ideas of intelli- 
gence, has declined to speak. If I pos 
sessed the eloquence to command the 
words that are in my mind, I would 
speak in a most complimentary man- 
ner of the ladies present, arrayed like a 
bouquet of flowers. It is certainly 
enough to inspire one gifted with 
language to flights of eloquence, 
The gentleman who has preceded me 
has referred to the various cities that 
our next meetings will be held in. I 
believe Philadelphia will be the next 
that has been decided upon. That, you 
know, is the City of Brotherly Love, but 
I trust the ladies will not forget that it 
should also be the city of sisterly love, 
and that the ladies will all be present 
to make it thoroughly known as such 
in that direction. So far as the mem- 
bers of this association are concerned 
I would just say this: You have all 
taken a view of the new Board of Con- 
trol; you are all capable of taking a 
fair estimate of the quantity of gray 
matter they carry in their craniums. 
This should serve as a warning to the 
regular members that the Board of 
Control will fairly do its duty. I trust, 
therefore, that the warning will be suf- 
ficient, and that the Board of Control 
will have no occasion to exercise arbi- 
tarily the powers that you have im- 
posed upon them. I thank you. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Fred L. Carter—Ladies and Gen- 


tlemen: I think that two speeches 
from the Board of Control is fully 
as many as this association is used 
to, or, perhaps, I should say, as 
it can stand. Therefore, I shall 


only thank you for the honor you have 
conferred upon me. I suppose you 





We 


may consider it a reward for work 
done. You give me more work, for 
which I thank you. (Applause.) 

President Main—Before surrendering 
the gavel and office to my successor I 
should be deeply ungrateful if I did not 
thank the members of this association 
for the loyal support they have given 
me during my administration. And par- 
ticularly do I desire to thank those 
officers who have been associated with 
me in carrying on the work of the as- 
sociation, and especially the chairmen 
of the various committees, through 
Nhose efforts my administration has at- 
tained whatever nature of success it 
may appear to have in your eyes. 

Mr. President, in handing you this 
gavel 1 can only hope you may receive 
the same loyalty and undivided support 
that I have had, and I am sure you 
will get it. 

President Eliel here assumed the 
chair, and asked for the further pleas- 
ure of the convention. 

Mr. Cook—Mr. President, Ladies and 
Gentlemen: It is not often that I in- 
trude upon the time of this associa- 
tion with any very extended remarks, 
but this evening I have a very pleasant 
duty to perform, and when I look out 
over this magnificent gathering I am 
proud that for the moment at least I 
represent the ladies who have graced 
this occasion by their presence. As you 
may know, to many of us Denver has 
been for several years a promised land, 
but at last we have arrived here, and 
none appreciate more than the ladies 
the amount of attentjyn that they have 
received at the hands of your people, 
and they desire this evening that some 
expression be given to that feeling. The 
gentlemen, I think, have said how they 
feel about the work of the Reception 
Committee and the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, but the ladies have felt 
that they would like to have an op- 
portunity of expressing their feelings, 
and they have asked me to hay to you, 
and more particularly to Mr. Hover and 
his able associates, that they have been 
deeply impressed with all that has 
been done, They appreciate the many 
courtesies, they realize the work, the 
thought, and care that have been re- 
quired to put into working order all 
that has been done, and to further em- 
phasize their feelings they have asked 
me to present to Mr. Hover and his as- 
sociates these beautiful flowers as a 
token of their appreciation and kind 
regards for you. And I beg to assure 
you, gentlemen, that when they leave 
your beautiful city they will carry with 
them the most pleasant recollections 
of what you have done, and of their 
visit here, and I ‘think to you may be 
applied the sentiment of these lines: 


And, oh, when others take our place, 
And earth's green curtain hides our face, 
When in this room, so silent now, 


The last new speaker makes his bow, 

So may your deeds recall once more 

In memory’s heart a brief encore, 

Down all the circling ages run 

With your friends’ plaudit, ‘‘Wel] done!’’ 
(Applause.) 


Mr. W. A. Hover—Ladies and Gentle- 
men: I can only thank you to-night on 
behalf of the committee on entertain- 
ment for the very great surprise you 
have given us. Without the able assist- 
ance of the other members of the com- 
mittee, it would have been entirely im- 
possible to have carried out the details 
of the entertainment which we have 
given you. I therefore wish it under- 
stood that to my fellow members of 
this committee must be given full cred- 
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it for carrying on the details of the 
programme we have outlined. I thank 
ycu very sincerely, ladies, for the very 
Ligh honor you have conferred upon 
us in this manner, and assure you, as 
chairman of the Committee on Enter- 
tainment, that it is more than appre- 
ciated. I thank you. (Applause). 

The President—Gentlemen, what is 
your further pleasur. ¢ 

Mr. Thomas F. Main—I move that the 
president thank the ladies for their 
presence this evening and the pleasure 
it has given us. (Applause). 

Mr. Brent Good—In connection with 
the suggestion made by our ex-presi- 
dent, I would call on Mr. Van Schaack 
to make his sp22ch to women. 

Mr. Peter Van Schaack—Mr. Presi- 
dent, I believe that my esteemed friend 
Doctor Good, of Carter’s Little Liver 
Pills, is in error on this occasion; that 
he had no right to call upon any one on 
this occasion; that he is not the pre- 
siding officer; that he did not make the 
motion in the proper way. I therefore 
feel, sir, that the Chair would repri- 
mand him rather than punish the au- 
dience by remarks from me. 

The President—The chair is very glad 
to know that Mr. Good is not presiding 
officer, but would be very glad if Mr. 
Van Schaack would in this instance 
usurp the power of the Chair and make 
those remarks in my place, for I feel 
that I am totally inadequate to do so. 
We are very grateful, in all soberness 
and in all earnestness, lus cue presence 
of these ladies upon this occasion, not 
only upon this occasion but upon many 
others. I believe that every member 
of our organization will support me in 
this statement, that by coming to these 
meetings as they have done, by giving 
us the grace of their countenance and 
their support, they have added more to 
the strength of our organization than 
they dream of. For I want to say to 
them it is not so much what we say in 
these sessions that gives us strength 
and cohesion as the social features of 
these meetings. Therein lies our 
strength. That is the mortar which 
cements us together, and this feature, 
this social feature, the ladies have 
brought into our organization, and I 
say all thanks to them, for we most 
fully acknowledge the influence that 
they have exerted. I am_ quite 
unable at this moment to find 
words to express Mr. Hover’s thoughts 
and I would only say that I be- 
lieve you will fully realize and _  rec- 
ognize his embarrassment, and I trust 
you will not ask me to add more to 
his burden now. (Applause). 

Hereupon, upon motion of Mr. Wm. 
A. Robinson, the twenty-first annual 
session of the National Wholesale 
Druggists’ Association adjourned until 
Sept. 30, 1895, at 10 o’clock, unless 
called together earlier by the president. 
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ASSOCIATION OF MANUFACTURERS 
AND WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 
PROPRIETARY ARTICLES. 
TWELFTH ANNUAL MEETING. 
AT 
Denver, Colorado, 





FIRST SESSION. 


Tuesday Morning, Sept. 3, 1896, 
President Queen called the convention 
to order with the following members 
present: 
R. V. Pierce, World's 
Medical Association, Buffalo. 
Joseph Leeming, Thomas Leeming & 


Dispensary 


Co., New York. 
William 5. Gibbs, New York. 
Brent Good, Carter Medicine Com- 


pany, New York. 

Thomas F. Main, Tarrant & Co., New 
York. 

Edward J. Schall, Meyer 
Drug Company, St. Louis. 

Henry Wells, Wells & 
Co., Burlington. 

Edward Wells, 
Co., Burlington. 

Cc. H. Pinkham, Lydia E. Pinkham 
Medical Company, Lynn, Mass. 

L. L. Pope, the Lawrence-Williams 
Company, Cleveland. 

F. @ Schiffman, R. 
Co., St. Paul. 

isdward G. Wells, the Charles 
Crittenton Co., New York. 

R. S. Robb, the Hostetter Co., Pitts- 
burg. 

E. A. Bigelow, J. ©. Ayer & Co., 
Lowell, Mass. 

Horace M. Sharp, 
Son, Philadelphia. 

Charles W. Cheney, Doliber-Goodale 
Co., Boston, 

c. B. R. Hazeltine, 
Co,, Boston. 

L. F. Campbell, the Dr, J. H. McLean 
Med. Co., St. Louis. 

The California Fig Syrup Company. 

Thomas P. Haley, Jr., Peacock Chein- 
ical Company, St. Louis. 


Brothers’ 
Richardson 


Wells & Richardson 


Schiffman Med. 


N. 


Dr. D. Jayne & 


Doliber-Goodale 


Pabst Brewins 
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sociation in favor of their application. 

The Secretary—The by-laws of the 
association provide: “That applications 
for membership may be made at any 
time during the year, and shall be 
passed upon by the committee ap- 
pointed for that purpose, which shall 
be designated the ‘Committee on Mem- 
bership. In the past it has been 
customary to make the election of new 
members unanimous by the vote of the 
association, and to follow the precedent 
it would be well to make it the unani- 
mous vote of the association. 

Mr. Main—Would the Chair 
state the question? 

The President—The motion before the 


oo 


please 


house is that the secretary be in- 
structed to cast the vote of the asso- 
ciation in favor of the admission of 


members whose names have been given 
bv the Committee on Membership. The 
secretary states that it has been custo- 
mary to have the whole house vote on 
the question. 

Mr. Pierce—I withdraw my motion 
then and move that’ they be duly 
elected members of this association. 

This motion was seconded and unani- 
mously carried. 

The President—The next in order 
the report of the Committee on Legis- 
lation. Owing to the death of Mr. John 
Hodge, chairman of that commitiee, 
Mr. Brent Good will read this report. 
Mr. Good here read the report. 

Mr. Pierce moved that the report of 
the Committee on Legislation be re- 
ceived and take the usual course. 

Seconded by Mr. Main, and the mo- 
tion prevailed. #7 

Mr. Pierce—In view of the services 
which Mr. Hodge has rendered this as- 
sociation, I move you that a commit- 
tee of three be appointed by the chair 
to draft and present to this associa- 
tion at a subsequent meeting suitable 
resolutions, expressing the sentiments 
of this association with respect to the 
labors of Mr. Hodge in this direction. 
This motion was seconded by: several 
members and unanimously prevailed. 
The President—I will appoint on that 


is 





A. Cressy Morrison, 
Company, Milwaukee. 

Cc. W. Snow, C. W. Snow & Co., Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. 

John A. Gilman, 
Boston. 

Mr. Brent Good: I believe, Mr. Presi- 
dent, it has always been customary to 
have the president's address the first 
in order on the convening of this asso- 
ciation. 

President Queen 


Gilman Brothers, 


then read his ad- 


committee Dr. R. V. Pierce, Mr. Brent 
Good and Mr. E. A. Bigelow. The next 
in order will be the report of the Com- 
m'‘tctee on Trade Marks. Dr. Pierce will 
respond. Have you the report ready? 
Mr. Pierce—As chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Trade Marks, I have no re- 
bort prepared for this committee. The 
committee has had no business what- 
ever brought before it by any member 
of this association, and have had no 





dress, 
Mr. Main—I move that the report be 


received and referred to the usual com- 
mittee. 

“his motion was seconded and the 
secretary putting the motion it was car- 
ried. 

The President—The next in order will 
be the report of the Committee on 
Membership, and as Mr, Doliber, the 
chairman, is not present, the report will 
be presented by Mr. E. G. Wells. 

Mr. E. G. Wells—Gentlemen, I have to 
present for your consideration the 
names of several parties of whom we 
are assured that their admission to our 
association will be an acquisition of 
which we may well be proud, I will 
give you the names: Joseph A. Hays of 
Charles Roome rarmeie Co., New 
York, S. C. Wells & Co., Le Roy, N. Y. 

Mr. Pierce—I would suggest that you 
give the names of the firms of which 
they are members. 

Mr. Wells—Charles Roome Parmele 
Co, are proprietors of Mercauro and 
Arsenauro. 8. C. Wells & Co. of Le 
Roy, N, Y., are p oprietors of Shiloh’s 
Cere Abbott Loring of Boston; it does 
not state what he is proprietor of, but 
I understand there js a Loring in Bos- 
ton who is proprietor of Loring Specific; 
it may be that firm, but of that | am 
not positive. The Cosmo Buttermilk 
Soap Co., Chicago, Ill.; they make but- 
termilk soap. Lyman Eliel Drug Co., 
Minneapolis, Minn.; | suppose that is 
Eliel’s bitters; I don't know. The J. R. 
Watkins Medical Co., Winona, Minn.; 
probably some of the members know 
something about them, 

Mr. Schiffman—That 


is a good con- 


eern, 

Mr. Wells—If they are recommended 
by Mr. Schiffman they are all right. 
William E. Gibbs. New York: | judge 
that is the proprietor of ——— Horlick’s 


Food Company, Racine, Wis.; all I can 
state about that is that it is Horlick’s 
Food. Charles Dennin of Brooklyn: I 
know Mr. Dennin very well myself; he 
is proprietor of Dennin’s Rheumatic 


Cure. T. A. Slocum Company, New 
York: They are proprietors of ———. 
The President—Gentleman, what is 


your pleasure with this report? 

Mr. Pierce—I move that this report 
be received, and that the secretary be 
Jnstructed to cast the ballot of the as- 


meetings and taken no action. 

The president called for the report of 
the Committee on Trade Interests, and 
Mr. E. A. Bigelow, chairman of that 
committee, made the following report: 


Report of Committee on Trade In- 
terests, 


At all events which affect the busi- 
ness of manufacturers, favorably or 
otherwise, seem to come within the 
range of trade interests, the report of 
your committee must necessarily be to 
some extent a repetition in substance 
of the special reports of other commit- 
tees, and must also, for the same rea- 
son, give but brief space to each sub- 
ject, forming merely a summary of the 
most important happenings and doings 
of the past year, which may be of in- 
terest to the members of this associa- 
tion, 


LEGISLATION. 


The past year has been prolific of 
legislative schemes, most of them be- 
ing without doubt prompted by the 
hope of pecuniary gain through the 
fears of manufacturers lest damaging 
laws should be enacted, but your com- 
mittee believes that little or nothing 
has been realized by the originators or 
promoters of such measures; for the 
reason that their intended victims are 
aware of their origin and animus, also 
of the fact that compromise in such 
cases is Only paying a premium on ras- 
cality, and sowing-the seed for a larger 
crop for the following year. Much effi- 
cient opposition to these pernicious 
bills has come from the wholesale drug- 
gists in the several localities where 
danger has threatened, and, in many 
instances, when called on for aid, the 
retailers have promptly responded, 
realizing how intimately the interests 
of all classes are interwoven. 

In most cases the able chairman of 
the Committee on Legislation of this 
association, the Hon. John Hodge, 
whose recent sudden death has deprived 
us of one of the most valuable and hon- 
ored members, has had cognizance of 
the efforts against adverse legislation, 
the principal fields for such labors dur- 
ing the past year having been the 
States of Alabama, Connecticut, Illi- 
nois, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minne- 
sota, New York, Tennessee and Canada; 
but the legislative committees having 


DRUG REPORTER 










and none of them have become laws. 


FREE ALCOHOL. 


legal talent. 
this association and of the N. W. D. A. 


mittees, and in resolutions passed at 
of record, and shows the deep interest 


and manufacturers, 
We believe that the stand taken by 
the retailers in some sections in oppwo- 


position is not in accord with their best 
interests. 

Your committee would respectfully 
recommend that the able efforts of the 
chairman on legislation of the N, W. 
D. A. in regard to this question, and in 
all the matters of national Jlegisla- 
tion which he from time to time brings 
to our notice, be aided by the prompt 
and cordial co-operation of our mem- 
bers and committees, officially and as 
individuals, along the lines suggested 
in his circulars to the trade and to 
manufacturers. 


REBATE CONTRACTS. 


This important feature of the man- 
ufacturers’ business has, during the 
past two years, received a great deal 
of attention through the Committee on 
Proprietary Articles of the N. W. D. A., 
and much labor and money have been 
expended in the effort to prevent sup- 
plies of rebate goods reaching parties 
who are the avowed enemies of the sys- 
tem. Your committee is informed that 
there is a disposition on the part of 
some manufacturers to supply all who 
wish to purchase their products, irre- 
spective of plans or contracts. This 
has retarded the work, and although 
much has been accomplished, and a 
few of the proprietors have rendered 
good service in declining orders from 
listed parties and reporting suspects, 
the outlook for the active and cordial 
support of the system in its present 
form is not so favorable as could be 
wished, and in view of the great need 
of some system which will effectually 
protect prices at wholesale, and mini- 
mize the violation of contracts, a plan 
has been devised for controlling the re- 
bate and withholding it in case contracts 
are violated. 

This scheme, which will be presented 
at this meeting of the N. W. D. A., em- 
braces features which are well worthy 
of careful consideration by proprietors. 

A number of jobbers and manufac- 
turers met in New York on the 2d day 
of May last, to hear explained by Mr. 


Flanders of Boston the plan under 
which the wholesale grocers of New 
England were doing business, it be- 


ing thought that it might be taken as 
a basis for an arrangement which 
would strengthen the rebate system 
and prove acceptable to manufacturers, 
inasmuch as under it there would be no 
restriction as to whose orders should 
be accepted, and whose declined; the 
question being merely as to who would 
be entitled to rebate, and that part of 
it to be settled and regulated by the 
wholesale druggists themselves. 

Briefly, the plan is to have rebates 
paid by proprietors to a person or in- 
Stitution to be selected by the whole- 
sale druggists, instead of direct to the 
purchaser, as at present. The general 
intent and purpose of this new method 
being: 

First: To perpetuate and strengthen 
the rebate plan by confining the direct 
sales of manufacturers with rebates to 
the wholesale dealers by means of a list 
of approved names to be prepared and 
issued by the committee. 

Second: To place all retailers on an 
equal footing, and thus discourage the 
disposition to cut prices in department 
siores and in other large retail estab- 
lishments which can now buy at best 
discounts from some proprietors. 

Third: To relieve manufacturers 
from the annoyance and uncertainty 
which now exists in regard to accept- 


such bills in charge have, as a rule, re- 
ported adversely when made aware of 
the mischievous nature and bearing 
upon the various business interests of 
the States in which they originated, 





The failure of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to issue regulations for the 
earrying out of the law providing for 
free alcohol in medicines and in the 
arts has doubtless caused much loss to 
manufacturers, many having preferred 
to yield their rights rather than enter 
into a legal contest with the Govern- 
ment, such being the alternative. Some, 
however, have taken steps to secure the 
rebate of tax provided for by section 
61 of the law relating to that subject, 
and are assured of success by the best 
The emphatic action of 


in pressing their claims upon the offi- 
cials at Washington through their com- 


their meeting in New York is a matter 


taken in the subject by both druggists 


sition to free alcohol is based upon a 
misconception of its bearing upon their 
business, and that a more careful study 
of the problem would show that their 








ing or declining orders, the wholesale 
druggists, through their national or- 
ganization, and its authorized commit- 
tee assuming the responsibility of 
designating such of their number as 
are entitled to purchase direct under 
rebate contract from manufacturers, 
and of settling all difficulties and dis- 
putes which may arise from alleged 
violation of contracts, the consequent 
withholding of rebates, etc. 

Fourth: We do not understand that 
it is intended that the new method of 
settling rebate accounts shall demand 
of manufacturers any change in their 
prices or discounts, or even in the form 
of their contracts where they are in 
harmony with the system, except to 
offer the rebate through the agent se- 
lected by the committee. 

Fifth: Whatever expense may be 
necessary to carry out the plan above 
outlined is to be borne by the parties 
it is intended to benefit, viz., the whole- 
sale druggists, who, through their com- 
mittee, will d2vise means by assess- 
ment or otherwise to provide for it. 

We understand that, subsequent to 
the meeting in New York above re- 
ferred to, a meeting was held in Chi- 
cago, which was well attended by rep- 
resentative jobbers, who, by a practli- 
cally unanimous vote, declared their 
approval of some new plan, or a dif- 
ferent and better administration of the 
present rebate system. 

We presume that a synopsis of the 
new plan will be brought before you 
for consideration, and we would re- 
spectfully recommend the adoption by 
proprietors of any method which will 
accomplish the preservation of the re- 
bate plan, provided it can be legally 
done, and without too great a sur- 
render of the management of your pri- 
vate business into the hands of others. 

We believe we have referred to the 
most important of the subjects which 
would naturally interest the members 


of this association. There remain, 
however, a few matters which have 
been assigned to committees having 


representatives present. Among them 


we find 


TRADE MARKS, 


Protection in this line may well be 
regarded of great importance, and, al- 
though the laws provide a measure of 
safety against infringements, they oc- 
casionally occur. 

We are not aware, however, of any 
recent cases of note. If any have come 
to the knowledge of the committee on 
that subject, any action taken by then 
will, no doubt, be duly reported in de- 
tail at this meeting. Respectfully sub- 
mitted, 

E. A. Bigelow, Chairman; 
Cc. W. Snow. 


The President—What shall be done 
with the report of the Committee on 
Trade Interests? 

Mr. Pierce—I move that the report be 
received and take the usual course. 

Seconded by Mr. Schiffman. 

The President—It is moved and seec- 
onded that the report of the Committee 
on Trade Interests be received and take 
the usual course. All thse in favor 
will say aye. The motion was unani- 
mously adopted. 

The president next called for the re- 
port of the Committee on Transporta- 
tion, and as Mr. Thomas Lord, the 
chairman, was absent, Mr. Thomas F. 
Main was requested to present ‘the re- 
port. 

Mr. Main—I would like to say, Mr. 
President, that Mr. Lord, the chairman 
of this committee, has carried on the 
work of the committee during the year, 
my other engagements having been 
such that it was impossible for me to 
give the matter any further attention 
than as an advisory member of the 
committee. 


Report of Committee on Transporta- 
tion, 


To the “Association of Manufacturers 
and Wholesale Dealers in Proprie- 
tary Articles of the United States”: 

Mr. President and Gentlemen: In ac- 
cordance with usage, your Committee 
on Transportation would most respect- 
fully report. Your committee take 
pleasure in calling attention to progres 
in our line of effort which has bee 
made through the “Chicago Freight Bu- 

reau,”’ of which your association is a 

member. Through the kind courtesy of 

Mr. N. G. Inglehart, commissioner ot 

said bureal, we have been furnished 

with the following facts: ‘ 

First.—This bureau has secured from 
the Railroad and Warehouse Commis- 

sion of the State of Illinois a most im- 

portant revision of the entire classifica- 

tion applicable upon shipments locally 
within the State of Illinois, resulting in 
the present Illinois classification,which, 
from being generally the*highest, has 
now become the lowest classification of 








any in the United States. The reduc- 
tions to shippers thus_ secured will 
amount to nearly 40 per cent. 

In the carrying on of the work, which 
was largely accomplished through joint 
conferences with the railway compa- 
nies, continuing for many weeks, aided 
by the Railroad Commission and the 
Governor of the State, the bureau was 
assisted by a number of sub-commit- 
tees from the different lines of trade, 
and, in nearly every instance, the rec- 
ommendations of these sub-committees 
were adopted, and their proposed 
amendments were incorporated in the 
new classification which went into ef- 
fect on July 1, 1895. The especial im- 
portance attaching to this work was the 
fact of the strong probability that the 
classification thus formulated will be- 
come the basis of the uniform classi- 
fication to apply upon shipments all 
over the United States, for which ob- 
ject this bureau is earnestly laboring. 

In the Illinois classification it will be 
observed that the rate for almanacs 
and printed matter has been reduced to 
a more reasonable rate. 

In the “Illinois” classification, ‘‘milk 
food’’ has been given the same rating 
that applies on that commodity under 
the “official” classification, and upon 
all other articles in which your associa- 
tion is interested the lowest ratings 
named in either the ‘official,’ the 
Western, or the old “Illinois’’ classifi- 
eations was adopted, and, in order that 
the State of Illinois, having the largest 
railroad mileage of any in _ the 
United States, should always have the 
benefit of the lowest classification, rule 
22 of the new classification, reads as 
follows: 

On and after the date of the taking effect o. 
this classification, any article or articles not 
specified in the Illinois classification, or which 
in the Illinois classification is assigned to 4 
higher class than is prescribed for the same 
article or articles in any classification apply- 
ing within this State on shipments from points 
without the State of Illinois, shall, when offered 
for shipment to and from points within the 
State of Illinois, be accorded the lowest clas- 


sification so provided for such article or ar- 
ticles, 

2d. In regard to proposed changes in 
articles shipped under the Western 


classification a few words of explana- 
tion with reference to tthe railroad 
committee governing that classification 
are here suggested. 

The Western classification committee 
{s composed of the representatives of 
seventy-nine railway companies, and 
hitherto, under the by-laws and rules 
of said committee, a single negative 
vote has been sufficient to defeat a 
proposition for any change in the West- 
ern classification. This bureau has la- 
bored for years with different members 
of said committee to have the rule re- 
quiring absolute unanimity changed, 
and we are gratified to be able to state 
that at the last meeting of said com- 
mittee, held July 25th-August Ist, 1895, 
a resolution was carried that the by- 
laws be amended to provide for mak- 
ing a two-thirds vote effective here- 
after in making changes in the West- 
ern classification. We may now hope 
that our demands for just changes will 
not be defeated by the arbitrary vote of 
one or two small railway companies. 

3d. In regard to the cases before the 
Interstate Commerce Commission look- 
ing to the readjustment of Southern 
rates, the important questions involved 
are now before the Supreme Court of 
the United States for final decision, 
having already been argued before 
that body, and we can only wait with 
patience and the hope and reasonable 
expectation of a successful issue in this 
controversy. 

We believe that we have made sub- 
stantial progress during the past year 
along the lines of our work. 

To change the views and practice of 
years of railroads individually, and es- 
pecially when combined into strong as- 
sociations and committees, as is gener- 
ally the case at the present time, is a 
slow, arduous task, but right and jus- 
tice will prevail, if needed reforms and 
reasonable changes are pressed with 
steady, continuous effort. 

The freight bureau has been uniform- 
ly successful in the prosecution of its 
work, and has been instrumental in 
reforming many great abuses. The 
benefits arising from its labors in the 
past continue to be enjoyed by its 
members, but the most careful watch- 
fulness, alert vigilance and constant 
effort upon the part of the bureau or 
some similar organized instrumental- 
ity are necessary to keep abreast of the 
situation, to protest against and to re- 
sist unjust conditions, and to seek rem- 
edies against inequitable and oppres- 
sive rates, classifications, rules and 


regulations of carriers, 
In concluding this 

repeat the request 

annual 


report, we would 
made at the last 


meeting that the members 
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hereof would present to your commit- 
tee, with proper detail, such grievances 
as may come under their notice, so 
that specific attention and direct effort 
may be rendered for their correction. 

Your committee would further advise 
that the interests of this association 
will be well promoted by continuing 
their membership with the Chicago 
freight bureau, believing that it is ac- 
complishing much good. All of which 
is most respectfully submitted, 


Thomas Lord, Chairman. 


Mr. H. M. Sharp—I move that the re- 
port take the usual course, and that 
the recommendation of the committee 
that the association continue its mem- 
bership in the Chicago Freight Bureau 
be acquiesced in. 

This motion was seconded and unani- 
mously prevailed. 

The President—We should next have 
the report from the committee appo:nt- 
ed to attend the various meetings of 
the American Pharmaceutical Associ- 


ations in 1895. I do not gee Dr. V. 
Mott Pierce present here, who was 
chairman of the committee. Can you 


give us any information, Dr. Pierce? 

Dr. R. V. Pierce—I do not know that 
I can at present. I doubt if any of the 
meetings of the association were at- 
tended by the chairman of the com- 
mittee. 

The President—I see that Mr. Main 
comes next upon the committee ap- 
pointed to attend the various meetings 
of the pharmaceutical associations in 
L895. 

Mr. Main—I regret to say that I was 
unable to attend any of the meetings 
of the pharmaceutical associations 
this year in the interests of this asso- 
ciation. 

The President—I do not see any of 
the other inembers of this committee 
present, and I presume we shall have 
to pass that. I will call for the report 
of the Joint Committee on Infringe- 
ments and simulations of Trademarks, 
etc., E. G. Wells, chairman. 

Mr. E. G. Wells—This has been an 
uneventful year for the Committee on 
Infringements. No case has. been 
brought before us, and, therefore, I 
have no report to make. 

The President—The chairman of the 
Committee on Infringements states 
that he has no report to make. The 
minutes of the last meeting have not 
been read, but they have been printed 
and sent to all the members of the as- 
sociation, and I presume it is not your 
wish to undertake to have them read 
at this time. However, I would like to 
know your pleasure. 

Mr. Main moved that the reading of 
the minutes of the preceding session 
be dispensed with, which motion was 
seconded and unanimously prevailed. 

Mr. Pierce—It has been usual for the 
Chair to appoint a committee of three 
at our first meeting to make nomina- 
tions of officers for the ensuing year, 
and I would move you, Mr. President, 
that such a committee be appointed, 
with instructions to report at our next 
session. Seconded by Mr. Schiffman 
and adopted. 

The President—The Chair has been 
authorized by the adoption of this mo- 
tion to appoint a committee of three 
for the purpose of nominating officers 
of this association for the ensuing year. 
I will appoint as such committee Dr. 
R. V. Pierce, Mr. Thomas F. Main—— 

Mr. Main—I hope you will excuse me, 
as my duties in the other meeting 
will make it impossible for me to serve 
on that committee. 

The President—Then I will appoint 
Mr. Wells and Mr. Brent Good. The 
next in order is the report of the treas- 
urer of the association, which will be 
read by the secretary. 

Treasurer's Report, 

Balance Aug. 1, 1894, as per 
last annual report........ 
Membership fees, as per re- 
port to date, Aug. 1, 1895... $1,360.00 


$2,266.28 


- $3,626.28 
1,389.56 


Salance Aug. 1, 1805...... $2,236.72 

Mr Sharp—I move that the report be 
received and referred to the usual 
Auditing Committee. Seconded. 

Tkhe President—It is moved and sec- 
onded that the report of the treasurer 
be received and referred to the Execu- 
tive Committee. All those in favor of 
motion will say aye. Carried. 

Mr. Snow—Unless there is something 
else of importance to come before the 
association, I would move you that we 
now adjourn, as the hour is approach- 
ing for the meeting of the other asso- 
ciation in its next regular session. 

The President—When I announced 
the Committee on Nominations as 


; spect. 
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Mr. 
Ed- 


being Dr. Pierce, Mr. Wells and 
Brent Good, I had in mind Mr. 
ward Wells, who is present. 

Mr. E. G. Wells—There are two Ed- 
ward Wells present. Do you mean Mr. 
Edward Wells of Burlington or E. G. 
Wells of New York? 

The President—In this case it is the 
Edward Wells without the ‘“G.” 
(Laughter.) 

The President—Before putting the 
motion to adjourn, 1 would ask if there 
is any other important business to 
come before this association which you 
would like to present. If any one has 
any important business to present at 
this meeting I would like to hear from 


him. Not hearing from any one, 
it is now moved that we adjourn, to 
meet in this room from 9 to 11 on 


Thursday morning. Is there a second 


to the motion? 
The motion was seconded and the 
convention thereupon adjourned. 





SECOND SESSION. 


Thursday Morning, Sept. 5, 1895. 


President Queen called the conven- 
tion to order, with the following mem- 
bers present: 

A Cressy Morrison, 
Company, Milwaukee. 

L. L. Pope, secretary, The Lawrence- 
Williams Company, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Thomas F. Main, Tarrant & Co., New 
York. 

Fred E. Himrod, Himrod Manufac- 
turing Company, New York. 

Thos P. Haley, Jr., Peacock Chemi- 
cal Company, St. Louis. 

Edward Wells, Wells, Richardson & 
Co., Burlington, Vt. 

Henry Wells, Wells, 
Co., Burlington, Vt. 

L. F. Campbell, the Dr. J. H. McLean 
Medical Company, St. Louis. 

Cc. B. R. Hazeltine, Doliber-Goodale 
Company, Boston. 

Charles W. Cheney, Doliber-Goodale 
Company, Boston. 

Horace M. Sharp, 
Son, Philadelphia. 

3rent Good, Carter 
pany, New York. 

R. S. Robb, secretary-treasurer, 
Hostetter Company, Pittsburg. 

Edward G. Wells, the Charles N. 
Crittenden Company, New York. 

E. A. Bigelow, J. C. Ayer Company, 
Lowell. 

R. V. Pierce, World’s Ds. Med. As- 
sociation, Buffalo. 

Cc. F. Weller, Richardson Drug Com- 
pany, Omaha. 

Cc. W. Snow, C. W. Snow & Co., Syra- 
cuse. 

Charles Pinkham, Lydia Pinkham 
Medicine Company, Lynn. 

F. C. Schiffman, R. Schiffman Medi- 
cal Company, St. Paul. 

The President—The first thing in or- 
der will be the report of the committee 
appointed to draft a resolution and me- 
morial regarding the death of Mr. 
Hodge. 

Mr. Pierce—Your committee to whom 
was referred the matter of drafting a 
memorial in memory of Mr. Hodge 
would beg leave, to report as follows: 

Whereas, In the dispensation of 
Providence, our esteemed associate, 
Mr. John Hodge, has been called hence, 
and as we have ever recognized that 
our departed friend possessed in an 
eminent degree those qualities of mind 
and traits of character which won for 
him the warm personal friendship and 
profound esteem of all who knew him, 
and as his long, able and faithful serv- 
ices in ‘behalf of this association have 
been of inestimable value in protect- 
ing our rights and privileges and pro- 
moting our interests, therefore be it 

Resolved, That in the death of Mr. 
John Hodge we have sustained a seri- 
ous loss, and that we will ever hold 
in grateful remembrance the invalu- 
able services he has rendered us, 
well as the genial, warm-hearted and 
noble qualities of character which en- 
deared him to every member of this as- 
sociation. 

Resolved, further, That this pream- 
ble and resolution be spread upon and 


Pabst Brewing 


Richardson & 


Dr. D. Jayne & 


Medical Com- 


the 


as 





made a part of our published minutes | 
of proeeedings, and that an engrossed | 


copy thereof be forwarded by our secre- 


tary to the bereaved widow, and that | 


she be assured of our profound sor- 
row, sympathy and condolence, 

Mr. Pierce—Mr. President, it was my 
high privilege to have known Mr. Hodge 
for something like twenty-five years. 
Early im that acquaintance I recognized 
the fact that Mr. Hodge was richly en- 
dowed with those noble qualities of 
mind and traits of character which at 
once command our admiration and re- 
Genial, warm-hearted, and gen- 
erous almost to a fault, he won the es- 





teem and affection of all those who 
came to know him at all intimate- 
ly. He came to Lockport a poor young 
man, but long before his death he had 
attained to the eminent position of being 
recognized as the first and foremost citi- 
zen of the city of his adoption. For, 
leading in all movements’ to promote 
the public welfare, it is not strange 
that he should have been’ repeatedly 
urged to accept ‘the highest office in the 
gift of the people of his city, the Mayor- 
alty. And, personally, I know he was 
also urged to accept a nomination for 
Congress of his party, and in a district 
where a nomination would have been 
equivalent to election, but his love for 
retirement and the charms of a private 
and domestic life invariably led him to 
decline all political positions. He did, 
however, permit himself to be elevated 
to the exalted position of Grand Master 
of Masons of the State of New York 
by that fraternity of which he had so 
long been an honored member. He de- 
clined, however, a re-election to that of- 
fice only a few weeks before his death, 
presumably for the reason that he ree- 
ognized gradually creeping upon him 
that malady which so soon thereafter 
cut off his earthly career. 


The city of his adoption owes many 
of its public improvements to his earn- 
est devotion to its interests; its chari- 
table institutions are largely indebted 
to his benevolent disposition; a devoted 
Christian, to his church he was a pillar 
of strength; a man of the most exem- 
plary habits. Although blessed with no 
living children, yet he exerted a father- 
ly and beneficent influence over the 
young and throughout the broad circle 
of his acquaintance. On the day of his 
funeral the public buildings and many 
private ones were draped with emblems 
of mourning, and business was wholly 
suspended. Such tributes to the memory 
of a private citizen speak far more elo- 
quently, Mr. President, than any feeble 
words of mine of the warm affection in 
which Mr. Hodge was held by his fellow 
citizens and neighbors. Only a few 
weeks before his death he called upon 
me at my office in Buffalo to consult 
with me concerning matters pertaining 
to the interests of this association, 
which he at all times had so much at 
heart. He was at that time, in all out- 
ward appearance, in the enjoyment of 
robust health. Judge, then, of the shock 
I experienced on learning of his sudden 
death, which occurred while he was sit- 
ting at the dinner table. And thus, my 
friends, suddenly passed from this life 
one of our associates, one to whom we 
have been accustomed to look for coun- 
sel and advice; one whose sound judg- 
ment, careful management and untir- 
ing energy won for this association 
many hard-fought contests which if lost 
would have worked great injury to our 


interests. In his death we have lost 
an able advocate, a wise counselor, a 
genial, warm-hearted friend. Mr. 


President, I move the adoption of the 
resolution by a rising vote. 


Mr. Brent Good—I second the adoption 
of that resolution, and before you put 
the motion I wish to say that I knaw 
Mr. John Hodge very intimately for 
thirty-five years. I do not wish to eulo- 
gize him, as Dr. Pierce has done that, 
but I wish to state one little incident 
showing the noble heart of our deceased 
associate. Amos G. Torrey and I were 
boys together, and partners together, 
Amos G. Torrey was a half-brother of 
—— Barnes; Amos G. Torrey was en- 
gaged toa lady living in the same store 
with Mr. Barnes, and it was the general 
opinion that he was going to marry her. 
Two days before the invitations were 
out, Mr. Barnes told Mr. Torrey that if 
he married this girl he could not havea 
dollar; he said, “If you marry her, you 
will get out of this concern.” John 
Hodge came into the store that morn- 
ing, and to this great big, noble-hearted 


fellow Amos G. Torrey told his story 
and asked his advice what he should 
do. ‘Well,”” he said, “I think you had 
better give up the girl.” In the after- 
noon he came in again, and, as’ he 
wished us good-bye, he said to Amos, 


“IT have thought that matter over that 
you told me about this morning, and,” 
says he, “if you don’t marry that girl 
it may probably wreck your life; you 
are a true, noble fellow, and I bid you 
good-bye,” and he shook hands and 
rushed out of the store, and, upon open- 
ing his hand, Mr. Torrey found a $500 
bill in his hand, as much as to say, ‘“‘Mr, 
Barnes can go to the devil; here 
money for you.” 

Mr. E. G. Wells—The reason F believe 
that Mr. Barnes decided Mr. Torrey 
should not marry the girl was simply 
because it might detract from his abil- 
ity to labor for the interest Mr. 
Barnes. 


is 


of 








Mr. Brent Good— Yes, sir, 1 think that 


is about so. 

The President—I wish to mention an 
incident which shows the great interest 
that Mr. Hodge took in this associa- 
tion up to the very time of his death, 
and I would gay that, after receiving 
the telegram informing me of his death 
and the date that he died, I received 
two letters from him devoted to the 
interests of the association, and mak- 
ing suggestions on its behalf. You have 
heard the motion made by Dr. Pierce. 
All those in favor of it will signify by 
rising to their feet. 

The motion was adopted ‘by a unani- 
mous rising vote of the association. 

The convention next proceeded to the 
hearing of the report of the Committee 
on Nominations, reading as follows: 


Report of Committee on Nominations. 
Your Committee on Nomination of 


Officers for the ensuing year heg leave 
to make the following recommenda- 


tions: 
For President—R. E. Queen, San 
Francisco. 


For First Vice-President—E. G. Wells, 
New York. 

For Second Vice-President—Thomas 
Doliber, Boston. 

For Third Vice-President—C, C. Voor- 
hies, Woodbury, N. J. 

For Fourth Vice-President—A. C. 
Morrison, Milwaukee. 

For Secretary—Joseph Leeming, New 
York. 

For Treasurer—H. B. Harding, New 
York. 

For Executive Committee—R. E. 
Queen, ex-officio; RK. V. Pierce, New 
York; Brent Good, New York; George 
A. Kelley, Pittsburg; Thomas Llem- 
ing, New York; H. M. Sharp, Philadel- 
phia; Charles F. Fletcher, New York; 
E. T. Hazeltine, Warren, Pa. 


Upon motion of Mr. Main the report 
of the Committee on Nominations was 
received and the secretary instructed 
to pass the unanimous vote of the as- 
sociation in favor of the proposed offi- 
cers for the ensuing year. 

The President—Gentlemen, I desire to 
thank you for the honor done me, and 
if I can serve the association in any 
way I shall be very happy. (Applause). 
I will ask Mr. Main to present his views 
in reference to the claims made for old 
and damaged goods in the hands of 
wholesalers. I believe he wishes to pre- 
sent some views to the association upon 
this subject. 


Mr. Thomas F. Main—I do not know 
that I have any resolution to bring be- 
fore the meeting, but a short time be- 
fore I left New York my house received 
a circular from a gentleman in one of 
the cities of Nebraska stating briefly 
that he was a dealer in proprietary 
medicines—I do not know whether he 
termed them second-hand or damaged, 
but it was evident that the gentleman 
represented one of a number of what 
might be called brokers in patent medi- 
cine, which class seems to have grown 
in the last few years. Their princi- 
pal business appears to be to wait on 
druggists and make them an offer for 
any proprietary medicine they may 
have on hand, which may be slow of 
sale. So far as I am able to learn they 
usually pay the druggist for these 
goods, which are generally staple, but 
possibly temporarily slow of sale in 
the town in which the druggist is lo- 
cated—they usually make them an offer 
of about 25 per cent. on the market 
value of the goods; and the amount 
they offer them is usually paid,in trade 
or in some other commodity in which 
they deal. These people then address 
a letter, as this party in Nebraska did, 
to the proprietors, asking them to put 
these goods in marketable condition, to 
supply new wrappers, lables, etc., and 
proceed to sell them at the market val- 
ue wherever they can find buyers. It 
seems to me that this business is cer- 
tainly an imposition on the retailer, for 
the retailer, if he is at all careful in his 
buying, has no proprietary mcdicines 
but what he can sell readily if he 
chooses. if they are standard goods; it 
is an imposition on the jobber, as it de- 
prives the jobber of the legitimate 
profit he makes in handling the goods 
in a legitimate way; and it is an :mpo- 
sition on the proprietor in asking him 
to keep his goods always in a fresh con- 
dition without any further cnarge, af- 
ter he has once furnished them in a 
preper condition. And it seems ic me 
it would be well for the inemters of 
this association to express themselves 
at this meeting in regard to ii, with 
the idea that possibly some un‘form 
plan of action may be formulaced by 
the members. I do not think there is 
any uniformity of action ia regard to 
this matter of supplying wrappers and 
labels now. I think most manufactur- 
ers, if they receive an inquiry from a 
legitimate dealer, whether « retailer or 
a wholesaler, if he says he has a few 
bottles or packages that are shopworn, 
I presume most manufacturers are will- 
ing to put them in good coniition; but 
it assumes a very different aspect when 
we are asked to supply new wrappers 
and labels for a man who nas bought 
goods very much below their value. and 
who wishes to make a very large profit 
in the way of disposing of those geods. 
I have no resolution to offer, but if my 
remarks bring forth expressions of 
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me?” That man after disposing of the | Control or general committee, whatever 


opion from other members I shall be dead stock desires to favor the man to | the name is here, might be able to do 


glad. whom he has sold it and made this 
: ; atv that bet han we could in open meet- 
The President—Gentlemen, you have | trade, and immediately writes to the ing iat ak make such a tated oe 
heard the remarks of Mr. Main, and I | proprietor: “Please send us six wrap- that this matter be referred to 6GF 


pers for six bottles of your goods that 
are damaged,’’ and in time you send 
these six wrappers to the parties, and 
he covers up these goods. It is busi- 
ness that is carried on in New York 
State; it is business carried on in the 
West. They have their men out. They 
hire men for that class of business. 
They have shelves laden* down with 
damaged goods. We buy some of those 
goods from houses who hought them. 
But now the question comes up, Isn’t 
it policy for a proprietor to have his 
goods on the retail shelves; on the 
shelves of the retailer in A No. 1, first- 
class condition? For we know that 
when a customer enters a retail store 
and asks for a bottle of a given prep- 
aration that the argument that the 
retailer can have when he produces a 
damaged bottle is to say: ‘It sells so 
slow we cannot Keep it clean.’”’ There 
is the point for a proprietor. Now, Mr. 
Good, in alluding to the exchange of 
goods, brings up numerous instances. 
We have in our stock a preparation 
called Cart’s Catarrh Cure, which is 
put up similar to Carter’s Little Liver 
Pills. Some time ago, desiring to get 
some of the damaged goods exchanged, 
we sent it over to Mr. Good and tried 
to get pills for it, and it did not work. 
Brent Good—What Mr. Wells has 
said is all very true with one excep- 
tion. There are a great many prepara- 
tions put up in the market where age 
deteriorates them; where it may form 
a sediment and be lying on the shelf 
ten or more years. The proprietors 
do not want to send their wrappers 
out for these goods that have de- 
teriorated because of this sediment 
or something of that kind. I know I 
have got one preparation in the place 
there, something that gets as hard as a 
rock in the bottom of the bottle, with- 
out mentioning what it is. These goods 
I do not think it is fair to put on the 
market or be there. As far as that is 
concerned, I would rather have the 
goods back to the store and destroy 
them and give new ones for them. But 
I do not think it is right to send out 
wrappers to anybody to keep them, | 
and I would like the sense of this meet- 
ing as to that, whether it is the sense 
of the association that the proprietors | essary to act on some of these matters. 
will not send out wrappers or labels. Mr. Sharp—As I locked over the pro- 
If the goods are sent back to us we | gramme there seemed to be nothing for 
might put them in order. Friday night. I move that when we ad- 
Mr. Main—Mr. Sharp said he did not | journ that it be to meet at the call of 
know exactly how these exchanges | the Chair, if possible, on Friday even- 
were made, I think Mr. Snow was | ing. 
telling me of an instance that came Motion seconded. 
under his notice, if he will give it with- The President—I believe there is no 
out mentioning the names. | motion to adjourn made yet, and before 
Mr. Snow—A customer of mine when | one is made I presume it would be well 
in our city came in one day and asked | to ask if there is any new business. 
me what we would sell him a barrel of Dr. R. V. Pierce—If you permit me, it 
Elkhorn whisky for. I named the | is not a motion to adjourn; simply a 
price. He said: “You're not in it. I | motion to fix the matter so that we 
got a barrel of whisky coming from a | may be called together again; that 
Western city for which I am paying | when we do adjourn, we adjourn to 
$2.25 a gallon; it is very old whisky, | meet at the call of the president if pos- 
and I paid for it in patent medicines.” | sinje on Friday night. 
I said: ‘Will you give me a list of the The President—The motion, as I un- 
patent medicines you exchanged for | gerstand it, is to adjourn the meeting 
this whisky?” He gave me the list | here subject to the call of the Chair, if 
of patent medicines, and most of them possible, on Friday evening. 
were staple goods. I said: ween. 7 Mr. Sharp—I suppose we could have it 
get the whisky show me a SS . here, or in one of the small rooms, if 
it.’ So when he got his wr Late possible. In this matter if we find 
brought in a sample to egg Porgy wiki ~ afterward we could not meet on Friday 
it, and showed him o-. the hi ae evening, we still adjourn subject to the 
whisky, and I asked oo ss a fter | Call_of the Chair, I wish, if possible, on 
thought was the best. © sale, & Friday evening. I designate that as a 
tasting it: “I will return it; I will send | | \cinie time, and if we find we could 
k,”’ and he attempted , 
that whisky back, not meet at that time, that we adjourn 


to return it, = —— - to meet at the call of the Chair at such 


believe it occasionally occurs also that 
insurance companies will tak ods 
that have been turned over to them in 
case of a fire, and instead 9f standing 
the loss which they have been paid to 
incur, they will send to the manufac- 
turers and ask for wrappers and labels 
to put the damaged goods in ccrdilion 
agein. I think that is very objectiona- 
bie to all manufacturers. If any of 
you have any remarks to make on the 
subject we will be very xlad to hear 
from you. 

Mr. Thomas F. Main--I would like to 
ask if any of the proprietors have re- 
ceived this letter from the man in Ne- 
braska. 

Mr. Horace M. Sharp—I received a 
circular of the same character—not a 
letter, it was a printed circular—and we 
were satisfied that it wus not legitimate 
and did not even tike the trouble to an- 
swer it. We thought that silence in 
this case would be golden, an] we let 
them alone, and [ th'nk we would do 
so again under ‘ike c'rcumsiances, I 
am very sure we would not furnish him 
new wrappers if he sent us a detailed 
statement of what he wanted. He went 
so far as to ask us to give him a general 
line of our wrappers and labels sv that 
he would have them at hand, not for 
goods that he had already purchased, 
but for use when he got the goods. 
There is also another matter which has 
been brought to our attention, and that 
is that more than one house has been 
sending us back damaged goods, and 
some goods that were not as salable 
as the others, which they never received 
from us, and which we know were not 
the accumulation of some years, or an 
extended time, because we have had 
just the same goods sent back, a dupli- 
cation, not in amount, but of the same 
goods, in an interval of possibly three 
months, and I have no doubt whatever 
but that these goods are bought up or 
exchanged, I do not hardly think they 
gave full prices for them, and _ they 
were then sent back to us to be ex- 
changed and credited at the full mar- 
ket price. We have taken no notice of 
it as yet. It has only been a short time 
since a second lot came from one house, 
and I think we will treat them in the 
Same way in the future. I have no 
doubt that many of those goods were 
our own property that was consigned, 
goods sent out and the parties had been 
unfortunate in business, or something 
of that kind. and as they had very fre- 
quently left the store for anybody to 
take care of it, those goods had been 
sold or exchanged or given in some 
way to these parties. I think this is a 
matter that ought not to be submitted 
to by proprietors. If they buy these 
goods ata risk, if they pay the full 
price, it is so much the worse for them; 
and if they buy them at a large dis- 
count I do not think they ought to re- 
quire the proprietors to take them 
back and allow the full price for them. 
Brent Good—Mr. President, in connec- 
tion with that I would state openly, be- 
cause I know it to be a fact, one of the 
wholesale drug houses in this country, 
and I think two others, but one I know 
positively, did make it their business 
to send men around to drug stores to 
see all the old stock that they have 
with damaged wrappers, and this in- 
cluded three or four trade marks of the 
Brent Good Company, and they took 
them up and traded California wines 
for them at about 200 or 300 per cent. 


Board of Control with the request that 
they formulate—— 

Dr. R. V. Pierce—We have no Board 
of Control, and if it meets with Mr. 
Main’s approval I would ask that it be 
referred to the Committee on Trade In- 
terests—I think it is out of their 
province—and have a subsequent meet- 
ing at which their action will be re- 
ported. 

Mr. Main—I presume if we are not 
ready; as we shall be here for a day or 
two after, if the committee would for- 
mulate this that the president would 
call a meeting any time while we are 
here. It would take but a very few 
minutes, and we could see whether we 
wished to consider it. I favor Mr. 
Pierce’s motion that it be referred to a 
committee. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

The President—It appears to some of 
the members of the association that the 
by-laws are not as complete as might 
be, and it has been suggested to me 
that it would be well to have the com- 
mittee revise them. I would like to 
hear from members of the association 
on \the subject. 

Motion that a committee be appoint- 
ed to consider the revision of the by- 
laws, with such suggestions that they 
make in connection with such revision. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

Dr. R. V. Pierce—This Committee on 
Trade Interests is expected to report 
at this annual meeting, which will make 
it necessary for us when we adjourn 
that we adjourn subject to the call of 
the Chair. There may be some other 
business to come up in connection with 
this proposed revision of the rebate plan 
to be considered by the N. W. D. A., 
which possibly might be of such import- 
ance that it would be thought desirable 
for this association to have another 
meeting. I would like myself to know 
what others think of this matter. I do 
not know where we could sandwich in 
another meeting exactly. I have not 
looked over the programme enough to 
know. The rest of the day would seem 
to be taken up by meetings of the N. W. 
D. A., yet possibly we might have a 
brief meeting in a private room if nec- 


profit. They got the goods, and have | receive it. . * 
written to me repeatedly to have these | cumstance to which Mr. Main refers. —— as we know we can have 
exchanged, and I paid no attention to Mr. Main—Do you know, Mr. Snow, Satin put and caveied 
it, as Mr. Sharp has said, that silence | about what proportion he got for his 4 ° 


proprietary medicines? Did he get a 


nominal price or—— 
Mr. Snow—No, sir; I don’t remem- 
ber about the price. They gave him 


is golden with them; and now they 
have taken another turn and sent them 
to a house in New York. They sent 
them to one or two houses in New York 


TRADE NOTES, 
Glenn’s sulphur soap has been before 
the public for many years and has fully 


to see if they could not get them ex- | an offer. 

changed, and that is their main busi- Brent Good—This came from a West- | Met every expectation, being recog. 

ness in taking up these old proprietary | .rn house? mized as an indispensable medicinal and 
toilet article. It is the pioneer in its 


Mr. Snow—He could have sold his 
medicines to us at the price he re- 
ceived from the West. I ought not to 
give that as a fact, because I am 
not sure about it. This may be, as 
Mr. Wells has said, entirely legitimate. 
I think it is, in certain cases, but they | 
impose upon the retailers. This cus- | 
tomer to whom I refer wae certainly 
imposed upon, and he desired to re- 
turn the goods. I think he was never 
able to do it. 

Mr. Wells—The legitimacy of the case, 
I think Mr. Snow has misunderstood it. 
I did not speak of that in the sense of 
taking the goods yp and paying for the 
goods. I alluded to that simply in the 
process of the business that we have 
a right always to buy goods when they 
are cheap. 

Mr. Main—Would it not be well to re- 
fer this subpect to the Board of Con- 
trol, or whatever our general commit- 
tee is that has charge of the affairs 
of the association, and ask them to en- 
deavor to formulate some resolution in 
regard to this to be presented at our 
next session? I think it possible that 
they might formulate a plan of action 
for the proprietors which would be 
equitable to all concerned, and which 
we could adopt as a general rule of the 
business. It seems as !f it were desir- 
able, if possible, to have some uniform 
plan of action which should be just to} 
all concerned to apply to these cases, 
and it would geem as if our Board of 


medicines; and the reason I speak of 
this is that I want it known that I 
have spoken of that, and that they are 
out of their curves, and we won't ex- 
change their goods. And I hope every 
other proprietor will not exchange and 
Stop this nefarious business. They have 
goods on their shelves that have trade 
marks and stamps on them as far back 
as ’89 that have come to us, and they 
make it a regular business to pick them 
up and make money. 


Mr. Wells—This question of these 
damaged goods has seemed to strike 
exactly the keynote. It is a business. 
It is a business carried on by many in 
the United States as a means of in- 
troduction of their own preparations. 
They visit a drug store and they look 
on the shelves, and say: “If you give 
me those six bottles at $1 a bottle I 
will give you six bottles of this mag- 
nificent toilet preparation at $1 a bot- 
tle; if there is a dozen of an article on 
the shelves that retail for 25 cents, I 
will give you back $3 and give you a 
dozen of my face cream for $3; and it 
is one of the biggest frauds through 
which a person can proceed to intro- 
duce his own goods. It is a business 
carried on by many in the United 
States. It cannot be tolerated. These 
houses in time, after receiving these 
goods that are damaged, place them on 
the shelves and go to the very man 
whom they got them from and say: 
“Can't you procure six wrappers for 


line, and in its composition embodies 
the best and purest ingredients. This 
favorite soap may be found in all drug 
stores, or ordered direct from the whole- 
sale depot of the Charles N. Crittenton 
Company, New York. 

The filled capsules made by Megsrs. 
| H. Planten & Son, 224 William street 
New York, have achieved world-wide 
| celebrity for excellence and absolute 
reliability. Their list includes all the 
standard kinds of soft and hard cap- 
sules, and covers their specialties of 
creosote, terebene, sandal and many 
others. They manufacture rectal cap- 
sules in four sizes. and can also supply 
empty capsules for all purposes. Those 
interested woud consult their interests 
bv sending for Messrs. H. Planten & 
Son’s complete price list. 

The products of the Martin Kalb- 
fleisch Che nical Company are justly re- 
nowned for their general excellence, 
and in using them consumers realize 
that uniform and gatisfactory results 
are invariably obtained. Their list in- 
cludes such staples as sulphuric, mu- 
riatic, nitric and acetic acids, sulphate 
of copper, alum, tin crystals, aqua am- 
monia, sulphate of seda, glayber salts, 
ete. Besides their office in Rew York 
city, the company operates factories at 
Brooklyn and Buffalo, N. Y., and Bay- 
onne, N. J., and orders always receive 
the promptest attention. 
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The Mc. I. B. brand of powdered and 
ground drugs is almosta household word 
among consumers in this country. Mc. 
Ilvaine Brothers of Philadelphia are its 
sponsurs, and they deal in all manner of 
standard imported and indigenous drugs. 
They also import pumice, which they 
powder to any desired grade of fineness. 
They have an advertisement on another 
page of this issue which is well worth 
perusing. 


A. Klipstein & Co. are prepared to sup- 
ply dyestuffs, of which they are among 
the principal importers, in any quantity 
for prompt or future delivery, their facili 
ties for supplying the wants of large con- 
sumers being unsurpassed. Among the 
many articles for which they have large 
sales are oxalic acid, cat bonate of potash, 
sal ammoniac, white sugar of lead, 
chlorate of potash. They are also agents 
for the celebrated Carmel soap. For fur- 
ther information see their advertisement 
in this issue. 


The products of the laboratories of 
Powers & Weightman, Philadelphia, have 
always been the standard for purity and 
general excellence, and their high repu- 
tation increases as the years go by. They 
manufacture an almost endless variety of 
chemicals for medicinal, photographic and 
technical purposes, prominent among 
which may be mentioned morphine, qui- 
nine and strychnine and all their salts, 
mercurial preparations, citric acid, chloro- 
form und nitrate of silver. Buyers who 
desire chemicals of tried reliability may 
be assured of obtaining such goods if 
they specify ‘““P. & W.” when placing 
their ordeis. 


The quality of the cream of tartar 
and tartaric acid manufactured by the 
Tartar Chemical Company is so well 
known and appreciated by the trade 
that words commendation at our 
hands would be superfluous. These 
preducts are guaranteed 99-100 per 
cent. pure, and the steadily expanding 
demand for them is convincing proof 
of their merits. The office of the com- 
yeny is at No. 47 Cedar street, New 

ork. 


Prominent among the _ progressive 
business houses of New York is the 
enterprising firm of William R. Peters 
& Co., importing and exporting com- 
mission merchants, whcse offices are lo- 
cated at No. 47 Cedar street. They 
operate very extensively in chemicals, 
clive oil and olive soap stock for man- 
ufacturers of soap and textile mate- 
rials and also deal in drugs and general 


merchandise. They are agents for the 
sale of Stassfurt potash salts and han- 
dle besides a general line of fertilizing 
chemicals. It will always be to the ad- 
vantage of purchasers to communicate 
with Messrs. William R. Peters & Co., 
when in the market for any of the ar- 
ticles on their list. 


The card of Mr. W. P. Ungerer, which 
appears in this issue of the Reporter, 
commends itself to the careful perusal 
of all who are interested as buyers or 
consumers of essential oils, flower pp- 
mades and soapmakers’ ingredients. 
Mr. Ungerer is the well-known and pop- 
ular American representative of Roure- 
Bertrand Fils of Grasse, France, the 
products of which house enjoy the high- 
est reputation for purity and reliability. 
The office of Mr. Ungerer is located at 
33, 35 and 387 South William street, 
New York. 

Among the prominent houses in the 
chemical trade from whom buyers al- 
ways feel assured of obtaining the pur- 
est and ‘best goods, is that of Bowman, 
Thompson & Co., Limited, proprietors 
of the ‘Lostock Alkali Works, North- 
wich, England, whose American office, 
at No. 66 Broad street, New York, is 
under the able management of Mr. 
Charles D. Thompson. Their justly 
famous ‘‘Rudder” brand of chemicals, 
comprising, among other articles, soda 
ash, sal soda, salt cake, pure alkali, 
china clay and high-test bleaching pow- 
der, is having an extensive sale, and 
the demand is constantly becoming 
more important. The quality of these 
goods cannot be surpassed, and in every 
respect they deserve ‘the confidence 
shown by consumers. 


The Heller & Merz Company of 55 
Maiden Lane, New York, with {branches 
at Chicago, Ill., and Philadelphia, Pa., 
is recognized as one of the leading 
manufacturing concerns of the country. 
Their specialties are ultramarine and 
aniline colors, ball blue and barrel 
paint, their products, as is well known, 
being of the highest purity and relia- 
bility. For paper manufacturing, print- 
ing, staining, tinting, glazing, etc., the 
merits of their ultramarine admit of no 
question, and buvers realize that when 
obtaining their supplies from the Heller 
& Merz Company they always get the 
best. The company handles specially 
a large number of aniline colors, many 
of which are enumerated in their card 
on another page of this issue, of which 
samples will be furnished on applica- 
tion and full directions given for using 
the colors. 


The Smith, Kline & French Company, 
of Philadelphia, in connection with 
their immense wholesale drug business, 
have built up an enormous trade in 
sponges and chamois, and, in regard to 
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the first-named article, they present! requirements. One of the articles made 


some interesting facts in another part 
of this paper. In the selection of 
sponges too much care cannot be exer- 
cised, but when goods emanate from 
the house of Smith, Kline & French 
Company purchasers understand that 
they are always of the right quality 
and price. They carry a complete stock 
of Rock Island and Key sponges, 
bleached sponges, Rock Island and 
grass, which they offer to the trade at 
very inviting figures. We direct par- 
ticular attention to their announce- 
ment. 


One of the oldest and most favorably 
known establishments in the United 
States is the Grasselli Chemical Com- 
pany of Cleveland, Ohio. With branch 
houses at New York, Chicago, St. Louis 
and Cincinnati, it possesses unrivaled 
facilities for reaching and serving the 
trade acceptably, and the enviable rep- 
utation of the goods manufactured by 
the company is evidence that 
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chasers derive the utmost satisfaction ' 


in using their products. Their special 
articles are sulphuric acid, sulphate of 
ammonia, muriatic acid, nitric acid, 
blue vitriol, sal soda, sulphate of soda, 
aqua ammonia, chemically pure dis- 
tilled glycerin. also glycerin and mixed 
acid for use in making nitro-glycerin. 
Those in want of first-class goods at 
reasonable prices should correspond 
with the Grasselli Chemical Company. 


We invite the attention of the trade 
to the announcement of Messrs. Brun- 
ner, Mond & Co., Limited, of 
Northwich, England, which will be 
found elsewhere in this issue. The 
pure alkali which this well-known 
house manufactures by the ammonia 
process is celebrated for its efficiency 
and the satisfaction which always at- 
tends its use in the glass, soap, wood 
pulp. starch, colors and wool cleaning 
and bleaching industries. Its alkamet- 
rical test is very high, its quality never 
varies, and it is the most economical 
form of soda known for the various 
purposes to which it is adapted. 
Messrs. Wing & Evans of 22 William 
street, this city, are the sole agents for 
the manufacturers in the United States, 
who will be pleased to quote prices and 
make contracts for forward delivery. 
The article comes packed in casks and 
bags. 


The growing demand for the products 


of the Solvay Process Company, of 
which Messrs. Wing & Evans, No, 22 
William street, New York, are the 
agents, is conclusive proof that their 
well-established reputation is founded 
upon merit. Their caustic ash and 
caustic soda are manufactured in all the 
usual strengths, and in their action 


conform to all the ordinary tests and 


by the company that deserves special 
mention is the “Crown Filler,” which 
is a very superior material as a paper 
filler, being uniform in quality and 
texture and possessing every good 
point that art and skill can produce. 
Messrs. Wing & Evans are prepared to 
make contracts for any quantities of 
'the goods made by the Solvay Process 
Company, and all orders to be filled 
from stock or requiring immediate dis- 
patch will receive prompt attention. 


No manufacturing concern enjoys a 
more enviable name or more fully de 
serves the success it has achieved than 
does the Nichols Chemical Company, 
of Nos. 45 to 49 Cedar street, this city. 
As proprietors of the immense Laurel 
Hill Works, on Long Island, and with 
factories at Syracuse and Troy, N. Y., 
and Capelton, P. Q., Canada, they con- 
trol facilities and advantages for 
serving the trade that cannot possibly 
surpassed. Among the numerous 
articles produced by this enterprising 
concern that are deserving of particu- 
lar mention are sulphuric, muriatic and 
nitric acids, blue vitriol and alum. They 
are likewise manufacturers of ace- 
tic acid, salt cake, bisulphate of soda, 
and many other chemicals, all of which 
are prepared with strict reference to 
purity and efficiency. As refiners of 
copper, their “C. N. C.” and “L. N. 
S.” brands, which are offered in cakes, 
wire bars and ingots, are favorably 
known to the trade, and have an in- 
creasing demand. 


Nothing is more conducive to a feel- 
ing of real satisfaction than to know 
that in purchasing such goods as bicar- 
bonate of soda we are obtaining the 
purest and best that the most advanced 


manufacturing methods can produce. 
The well-merited reputation of tke 
“Arm and Hammer Brand” of bicar- 


bonate of soda, based upon long years 
of practical use by druggists and manu- 
facturing consumers, affords complete 
assurance that it is unrivaled. This is 
distinctly an American brand, and the 
fact that it has almost wholly dis- 
placed competing goods of foreign ori- 
gin is gratifying evidence of the su- 
periority of the domestic product. Itis 
99.60 per cent. pure, and is guaranteed 
free from neutral carbonate. This 
famous brand of bicarbonate of soda 
is made by Messrs. Church & Co, 129 
Pearl and 82 Beaver streets, New York, 
who also manufacture a superior qual- 
ity of sa] soda, of which they keep con- 
stantly on hand a very large stock, full 
weight packages, for the convenience 


of manufacturing firms. Their con- 
centrated sal soda contains alkali 
equivalent to nearly three times the 


strength of ordinary sal soda, and is 
pacticualrly recommended to those re- 
quiring a soda of that efficacy. 





A. KLIPSTEIN & COMPANY 


[22 Pearl Street, New York. 


IMPORTERS OF 


CHEMICALS & DYESTUFFS, 
Oxalic Acid 


Carbonate Potash 


Salts Tartar 
Salts Sorrel 


Caustic Potash 


Aniline Colors 
Chloride Zinc 


White Sugar Lead 
Verdigris 

Chlorate Potas 

Tartar Emetic 


BRANCH OFFICES: 


(283 Congress St., Boston. 

{120 Arch St., Philadelphia, 

} 124 Michigan St., Chicago. 
Hamilton, Canada. 


Sal Ammoniat Permanganate Potash 


Hyposulphite Soda 
Ghloride Galcium 
Ego Albumen 
Bichromate Potash 
Phosphate Soda 


CARMEL SOAP 


Sole Agent for 


09 1-2 Per Cent. Pure. 


MURGATROYDS AMMONIA SODA ASH 














$4 OIL PAINT AND DRUG REPORTER 











— Castor Oil Remember to specify 
The “Collier”: 
“Red Seal” 


These Popular Brands have a National reputation and are 


Standard for 


PURITY, 
BRILLIANCY 
and COLOR. 


National Lead Company 


St. Louis Branch, ST. LOUIS, MO. 





